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December2010 Livingin F n ¢ Amazing Grace Volume 49 No. 6
A Way to Share and to Shop for Christmas \
Gifts of Hope start at only $5 each, and range frofname care for seniors to ;ﬁ ! Lutheran ChUI’C_h of the
week at a Lutheran camp for a child. Your gift directly supports the mission ]f S\ Reformation
programs of local Lutheran social ministry organizations, including Reforme. Hop nnual Congregatlonal
tion's own Southeast Ministry! For each gift you select you will receive a Chrlstmas,card
and an insert describing the gift you chose. While you can give this card to people wn your Meetmg

gift list, your contribution goes to the beneficiary organization. Catalogs are available in 11:30A.M., November 21, 2010
the Narthex or at www.GiftsofHopeMetroDC.org. To purchase, please contact me at

cpwdc@yahoo.com or see me on Sundays in Advefiristine Pommerening + Gathering
“““““““““““““““““““““““ : A potluck luncheon followed a single,
Lutheran World Relief Fair Trade Fair For gifts that make a world of difference!  yteno 6c | ock wor shi p se

il Your purchases enable artisans to earn income from their work and bundu was established by sign.

£ Criga =0 petter lives for themselves and their families. In addition, a portion of eve
"% purchase is donated to support >%qylé.gagt%led%&qong@gatﬂpglpl f o
A*" overseas. This year, you may choose from handcrafted jewelry items fro I ngl ymn no.
(D chile, Indonesia, Kenya, Mali, and Mexico, or select from many delicious: ©f t he Turning. o
assorted candies. Emily Sollie and Jonathan Ernst will be iRakish Hall ' Pastor Braaten gave thanks for Tim
onDecember 5 and 1after both serwcesto help with your shopping! .AI | mondds recovery f
““““““““““““““““““ T - -~ -7~ 7 vweek, and for the Council members
Cookie Bags v Amen Christmas Bags * Amen Christmas *

. , concluding service this day: Caitlin
Remembrances are delivered bythBonate snacks and voluntegr Tree d y:

n Jacobs (term served out by Karl Moel-
staff or volunteers with a visit to* to help assemble bags for pa[_—ook for the AMEN: |
\ , ler), Javier Miranda, Brian Horn-

our special membedsthose who  ticipants in the AMEN pro— Christmas tree in| pecker. and Amy Northcutt. He recog-
candt get to cagEamatihe AMEN Clriotmas theParish Hall. | nlzed the participation of Reformation
have recently lost loved ones, ar\d Party at SEM. Please br|n('1 Remove al'ifife §ubﬂor9of the National Lutheran
to other special friends. Volunteecontrlbunons to the kitchen forand return it with a: Home, and led the congregation in an

to donate homdaked cookies, ' collection in the box markec gaily wrapped gift ! \ opening prayer.

candies, or fruit & to assembley AMEN SNACK BAGS. We : to the Christmas . \

bags. Please deliver items to tfewill be assembling the bags~ treeon or before ' Announcements

. ) ) \

kitchen. Bags will be assembled, after the 11 am service Dec; Dec. 12 for deliv- + Amy introduced Emily Sollie, who

after the 11 am service Dec. 12 12. \ egﬁto SEM.  *will be offering items via a Lutheran

; ] L] . . .
NOFEL HALLELUJAH MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR | {ovl R ece Far tne s e,

E : ported on thg A]:men_ f:‘(EZJ_hr_istmas trees as
~ an opportunity for gifigiving

h Karen Carlson updated the congrega-
t|0n on the Food Pantry, on her suc-
u cess in garnering grants, and on the

Vespers Bethlehem Simulcast  urgency of raising ten thousand dollars
Wednesdays Christmas Experience \ to match a on¢ime Thrivent Finan-
December & 85 15 Washington National n cial grant by February 28. Amy led the
7:00-7:30 PM Cathedral .Congregat|on in app|
December 18

Hanging of the Greens . work and leadership.

December 11 10:00 AM * Amy recognized Pastor Braaten for
9aml12noon Caroling y receiving an award from the Louisville
December 19 h Institute, an arm of the Lilly Endow-
Showing of 12:30 PM » ment, to underwrite his work on the
ALittl e TowdyngRifght Services \ letters of Paul. She saluted Roger
Bet hl ehemd  paocember 24 g » Moffatt and Suzanne Hazard for man-
in the Parish Hall - 7:00pm Youth Participation v aging the financial operations of the
DZ‘_:%rgtl)Del\rﬂll 10:00PMReformation Choir()f the , congregation.

W \ Continued on page 4
212 East Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20003 202-543-4200




P as t or B a at en To add just a bit more: This past year, out

) ) - ) of the ecumenical Christian community in
Dear Reforma-  kingdom that God is fulfilling in Christ  the Holy Land, has come a Letter ad-

Friends, this end, our participation is important. - the world. It is called thPalestine Kai-
How we live out the Christmas story of 45 Document Our MetroWnodhas
- Advent-thean- Godoés | ove i ncar nadfddpdhudal®ngdafiohsdoreadl r an
3 ticipation of what - forming it from darkness to light, makes ang study this Kairos Letter. | am work-
hals b{ﬁﬁsa Ni Istocome. Fa- g difference. O u 1 ingfwin atndimbdr 8f R&FoPnehiod mefnf O Mi
d y o miliar stories of  to fulfill creation in Christ, and our faith- bers to lift up the Kairos Document during

prophetic yearnings and the preaching offuiness in our Calling to be disciples ancjs coming Lenten season. Reading

John the Baptist, foreshadowing an ap- co-creators with Christ in this fulfillment,s ¢  dy i n g listeningéw
pearance of Jesus upon the stage of his-is important. The yearning of Advent jitness from the I—ioly Land in the light of

tory, are mingled with apocalyptic texts  informs, shapes and empowers our actingyy fajth and our discipleship is to weave

of a Day of the Lord yet to come, and thein history. together the Advent story of the past with
return of Jesus is acclaimed in the Eucha- the Advent anticipation of today.

risticchantti Chr i st has ¢ anmi@stratidhh OniSatirday, Becember
risen, Christ Whatis!| 18" gafe:00%@bdurare Mvited to | ook forward to celebrating the times of
Advent then? Are we getting ready for attend a special Christmas service at theydyent and Christmas with you this year.
C_hristmas, or preparing forthe Endof washi ngt on Nati on avou WilRihdeRehhere la fi’sﬁng Geomh | e -
Times? hem Chapel. ~ Our Bishop Graham, andng services, including a very special

_ ) the ELCA I?residing _Bi_shop Rev. Mark Epiphany youth pageant service on Sun-
Well, Christmas has comemore than Hanson, will be officiating in a day, Januaryt@) May your life be

two thousand years ago. Theyearnings¢si mul cas't wor s hi pble%s%d‘iﬁ/the(héxp& aﬁ"d'jo?s’bfgb\dv@’rﬁ!t h
of the prophets of Israel for the fulfill- Rev. Dr, Mitri Raheb, Pastor of Christ-

ment of Godo6s pr omimgsegherarPChurcd ih Bethlehie @nd|, peace and Love

earth, and the preaching of John pointingRev. Dr. Munib Younan, Bishop of the ’

to the One who would inaugurate the  Lutheran Church in the Holy Land and Pastor Braaten

Reign of God well, that happened. also the President of the Lutheran World

Thing is, we need to hear that incredible Fe der at i on. The 60t her+ ~igd~a ~f the se
Advent Story over and over again, lest vice will be broadcast from Christmas %\“ PUS f0

we let slip from our conscious awarenesq ytheran Church in Bethlehem. Of . 7

that Jesus, the crucified One, isnota  course this is a worship event celebrating
memory of the past but the Lord of his- the Incarnation of God the Father in Je-
tory; and because of that fact everything sus, born of Mary and Josepfhe

is different. Story. However, it is at the same time a
_ . very intentional O0acc: 0 be-
History is on a march to the End of tween Lutheran and Episcopal Christians

Times. Martin .L!Jther was deeply inﬂ'.J' here in the U.S. and our Christian sisters braaten@reformatlondcorg
enced by the vision of God transforming and brothers in Palestine in their current__

the world through the Gospel of Jesus  oppression and their struggles for dignity 4
Christ. Many years later, during the and peace. In this simulcast worship

1940s and 50s, a great Jesuit theologians er vi ce we are 61 i stm
philosopher/ scientist/mystic by the namestory as a witness that Jesus is Lord of

of Fr. Tielhard de Chardin wrote about hijstory, calling Christians, Jews and

somet hing he cali e fusind to@d fRéBAcliadion Bfgustidetad

the fulfillment of history and creation in  peace.

Christ Jesus. In this vision Fr. Chardin

was but echoing St inol WithdsDfsr peace And justide,iafg

that fnall thingso mourwodshig, We liveiodt the neug me

their completeness and wholenessin  di mensi onal Advent b v e

Christ. This divine intention is the incarnate in the world, transforming it
yearning of the Prophets of Israel; for  from darkness to light. Our worship ang
Paul, this global fulfillment was under-  accompaniment, our discipleship in ac-
way in history having taken a dramatic  tion, makes a difference.  In actions
turn in the death and resurrection of Jesusiich as this simulcast worship service

of Nazareth. celebrate the ancient Advent Story even | ‘
as we continue to anticipate the End of &
However much it is enjoyable to be Timesit he ful fill ment b

caught up in the Spirit of Christmas past,of righteousness fulfilling history and
our true home is our citizenship in the  creation.



3 Message from the

Council President

Congregation Approves
2011 Budget

At the Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
tion on Sunday, November 21, the con-

gregation approved the 2011 operati
budget.
gregational approval of a commerci
loan

The 2011 budget reflects con-

ng

al

Pastor-Braaten

in an amount not to exceed

$100,000 to complete renovation of 226 he Louisville Institute is a Lilly Endowmeifitinded program based at Louisville
E. Capitol. This renovation is necessarypeminary supporting those who lead and study American religious institutions. The

to convert 226 to a residence wsilited

fundamental mission of the Louisville Institute is to enrich and revitalize the religious

as a home for our new pastor and his/hdife of American Christians. In support of that mission, the Institute offers grants to
family. The 2011 operating budget alsgsupport research by pastors that strengthens the religious life of North American
integrates anticipated expenditures fronfhristians and their institutions while simultaneously advancing American religious

various endowment funds and undes

igand theological scholarship. This year, Pastor Braaten's proposal for study of the New

nated bequests into the budget; this is &estament books of Paul was selected for funding. Pastor is one of 12 recipients of a
significant shift from previous practice "Pastor Study Project” grant. The grant will support expenses related to his study of
where operating budget income and extecent Pauline scholarship. Congratulations, Pastor Braaten! This prestigious award is
penditures were tracked separately frord fine affirmation of the importance of the scholarship you are pursuing.

expenditures from funds.

big step toward this goal.

The budgeted income from envelo

Council is
committed to moving to a fully transpar-
ent, unified budget; the 2011 budget is

By Amy Northcutt
Y \\\\

giving for 2011 ($330,000) reflects

$20,000 drop from the 2010 budget. T
2010 budget reflected a $40,000 drop
envelope giving from 2009. Cound|
encourages all congregants to incre
envelope giving for 2010 and througho
2011. Please contact the church officg
you would like to make your contriby
tions electronically.

The future holds great possibilities f
Reformation; we are poised for chang
but we must continue to prepare.
strong financial foundation is a critica
indication of preparedness.

| want to extend my thanks for a ye
rich in inquiry, song, wonder, nurture
and hospitality with the Congregatig
Council. The congregation has be
represented well this year by a Coun
engaged fully in the life of Reformatio
and deeply committed to our mission
the body of Christ.

"My heart shall sing of the day yo

bring. Let the fires of your justice burnp.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn dray
near, and the world is about to turn
Canticle of the Turning

In peace and hope,
Amy Northcutt

President
Congregation Council
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" Financial Reporti October 31, 2010

I

i Jani Oct Jani Oct
General 2010 2010 2009

3 Fund Budget Actual Actual

| Receipts $467,000 $366,106 $373,591

ep Disbursements $469,984 $384,651 $394,429

o

Lh| Over/(Under) $ (2,984) $(18,545) $(20,838)

af Gifts for Local and Global Mission and Ministries: $130,729

Monthto-month cash flow needs were assisted with transfers from undesignated
u bequests in the amounts of $15,000 for 2010 and $11,500 for 2009.

vsAverage Weekly Envelope Giving: $6,036

."Average Weekly General Fund Receipts: $8,321 (includes space use contributions)
Average Weekly General Fund Expenses: $8,742
Mortgage Loan Balance: $318,277

Submitted on behalf of the Church Council,
Suzanne Hazard, Financial Secretary
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Lutheran Church of the Reformation Annual Congregational Meeting

George Hutchinson moved that each of

cember, and the Call Committee will

the minutes from the last three congregameet with him on January 90 James
tional meetings be accepted: November took questions, and said the Committee Moeller urged fulfillment on pledges,

2009, February 2010, and April 2010.

expects to commence interviews in
March 2011. He reminded the congrega-
tion of the need for confidence, to honor
the privacy of candidates.

Budget for Fy 2011

Amy urged the congregation to see the
2011 budget as the foundation for wel-

coming a new pastor. She indicated the
new format developed by Javier

| Miranda, Finance Chair, and Suzanne

photo byNSiE& Nipp

Each motion carried.

Reformation Committees, Council and
Trustees

Amy asked members of the 2010 Con-
gregational Council to stand. She re-
ported on the successful work of the
Nominating Committee to propose new
council members and a trustee. Nomi-
nees for council are: Jeff Eschelman,
Kay King, Liza Lorenz, Karl Moeller,
and for trustee, Judith Mangubat.

Amy opened the meeting to further
nominations from the floor. After a mo-
ment, Kathy Tobias moved to close

Hazard, Financial Secretdryand how

. the 2012 budget scheme would be only

for informational purposes.

Amy noted:

ethe summary of endowment funds

othe three scenarios for compensation fo
a new pastor

$13,000 shortfall on windows serves as

an internal bookkeeping marker. Philip

and encouraged new donations. Paul
Rodriguez suggested a single, unified
budget, which Amy said was indeed the
goal of new budget formats.

Karl Moeller added that the Council may
consider refinancing the mortgage to a
lower rate.

Suzanne noted scholarship endowments,
choral, Moeller organ and maintenance

funds are invested in specific securities,

and aimed toward specific ends, and not
included in this budget. She explained

that Reformation Fund earnings

($100,000) had never been used, and that
Lyon and Taylor funds
&t the bottom of page two. She referred
readers to the fall 201@isitor for a dis-

sthe decline in expected income for 2010cyssion on benevolence support through

and 2011

sthe consequent drawing upon fund earn
ings

sthe possibility of a bank loan to com-
plete renovations to the parsonage, for
preservation of th
as benefit to the new pastor and family,
as inducement to live on Capitol Hill,
and as savings in housing allowances
paid to clergy.

sthe shift in benevolence, through contri-

nominations for the three vacant Councnbution to ELCA. Commitment to local

seats. A motion to accept by acclimation

was raised by George Hutchinson; pass
unanimously.

Kathy moved to close nominations for
the vacant Trustee position; passed.
Kathy moved to approve the nomination

inistries remains: Southeast Ministry,
ebuilding Together, National Lutheran
Home, and Food Pantry.
e0ne percent budget increases for staff
(three percent for Paul)
othe contingency of pastoral overlap,

IOPOR! PSR MRS ¢

the Synod.

Bonnie Franklin moved to adopt the
2011 budget in the new format. There
being no further discussion, the motion

ther
Concluding Business

Pastor Braaten announced the high
schoolersé plan for
summer 2011 travel
5 0 0 wisiting to cities in central Ger-
many, at a cost of about $2,000 each. He
will appeal for individual scholarships,

p

S €

of Judith Mangubat to_ the Reformation covered by $60,000 in undesignated be- Pastor offered a benediction.
board of trustees. This too, passed unanguests, to free the Call Committee from

mously.

concern about timing of the call process.

James Carstensen spoke on behalf of thé" the event a new pastor ais installed : ;
Pastoral Call Committee. He introduced Defore 2011, Pastor Braaten would shift Congregational Council

the members of the committee. The min-t0 sabbatical status.

istry site profile summary, following the
Synodés for mat,

surveys completed online and fifty peo-

ple attending one of the eight profile ses-ity. She asked about the budget item

sions. Larry King and Amy Northcutt

plan to meet with Bishop Graham in De-

=
‘photo by Lisa Nipp

‘= __ appear on a balance sheet. The

Christine Pommerening asked to correct

Wi drbppdel Bumerglssuhderdld Edimat h e
website in early December, based on 94/ Ho u s e kCeuesptiondgi a |

. 0
Council to expend more on web public-

ACal | Expenseso fi
explained the amount was for travel
- in interviewing candidates.

Helen Vigness asked about existing
loang a mortgage and the window
' renovation. Amy noted debt service

two, but agreed that the $320,000

__— owed forHvAC upgrades should

' listed as an annual expense on page

and half the receipts
Souper Bowl will be dedicated to the
trip.
Al rose to sing the
Are Marching to Zion,
Respectfully submitted,
John Hagood, Secretary

:roto by Lisa Nipp
g A my
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MESSAGE FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE

Now that the Ministry Site Profile is Profile shared at the Congregational Increase the financial resource base
complete and has been approved by the meeting were: to support the programs, the

Congregation Council, the Call Commit- ministries and the staff that are a
tee will be spending the next several part of what is the Church of the

Top Five Leadership Characteristics of
the new Pastor:

weeks working on the interview process. 1. Preaching/Worship Leadership Reformation.

A.‘S mentlrlonhedén previous Corrr:m'umca'- 2. Pastoral Care and Visitation During the weeks and months ahead we
tions with the borll(gregatlofndt ellnltelrwew 3. Administration ask the Congregation to continue to keep
process must be kept confidential. In 4. Building a sense of Community  the Call Committee in their thoughts and
accordance with the requirements for the 5. Evangelism/Mission prayers

interview process established by the _ _ _ _ .
ELCA and the Metro DC Synod, the Call Five primary areas of focus for the newlyProvided below and shared with you is

Committee is required to maintain the ~ called Pastor: the closing prayer used at the end of each
highest level of confidentiality. It is an- 1. Create a joyful worship experi-  of the Call Committee meetings.

ici ence through innovation and

ticipated that some of ity MERCIFUL LORD, LET THE
the candidates may currently have a Call creauvity

to another congregation and may not 2. Foster community/getting to know GATHERING OF OUR MINDS
want their congregation to know that members AND HEARTS COME BE-
they are being interviewed for a Call to 3. Attract new members/reverse FORE YOU. MAY WE DO
another church. A§ a result, Ce'lll Com- A |n?ri2§:§r?ép|r?1;$gcg steward. YOUR WORK FAITHFULLY
mittee members will not be at liberty to e e ndraisi AND MAKE US SECURE IN
discuss any aspects of the interview proc- sShip/tundraising

ess with members of our congregation. 5. Enhance and nurture strong ad-  YOUR LOVE. WE ASK THIS
This Confidentia"ty requirement must be mini$trati0.nlorganizaﬂon/staﬁ THROUGH OUR LORD, JE-
maintained throughout the entire inter- relationships SUS CHRIST, YOUR SON.
view process. Five ways the Congregation will support AMEN.

Some of the steps that will be taken priorand encourage the new Pastor: By Larry King
to the review of potential candidates by 1. Give time, talent and treasure

the Call Committee include: 2. Welcome, invite and acquaint with™*==*=*======== ===z =2==="

tion, neighborhood and *"™®earls from the parish
Larry King, Amy Northcutt and congregation, neighborhood and P

- city \ administrator
t(?e ney;/ F():ongdregatlc_)lpb 3. Support and help accomplish :
ounci rgrsll henthh N goals without resisting change; By Diane Liesman
meeting with the Bishop on not being disagreeable and not - -
December 18 complaining \ ltos harid to bel

The (r_:,ongrﬁgation Qounci_llland 4. Attend services and increase in- + Christmas is almost hefeanother
the Call Committee will be volvement in congregation ! year nearly gone!
meeting with the Bishop on L "

January 20, 2011. sponsored activities, programs v} gontinue to be blessed by those in-
and ministries. yvolved in the small groups. The small

The Call Committee will be ;
meeting over the weeks 5. Pray with you and for you \group studying 2 Corinthians has been

ahead to develop the The Congregation through the Ministry :meeting on Sunday mornings, with two
evaluation criteria for po- Site Profile Questionnaire and from one *more meetings on December 5 and 12 to
tential candidates. of the 8 Profile Sessions identified three:complete the N. T. Wright study of
The Call Committee will be broadbased mission objectives ofthe sPaul 6s | et ter . We ha
meeting to also develop the Church of the Reformation. These 3 "this letter is of a more personal nature
list of questions to ask each Mission objectives were: st ha n ot her of Paul 6s
potential candidate. Inspire the membership to go deepe}more dlffICU|t. to understand becausg of
During the Congregational Meeting some in their faith by commitment to :gs metlaaphotzltialﬁnatureé \L/jv? sfeeéerWQerr:ce
of the results of the Profile survey were study of Godos 'tr\ﬂ\;s?iﬁ 8§d t"ﬁrgudsh Rt I d 9.
shared. The entire Ministry Site Profile into action the love that God ~ * o g
. . . sthe comfort he receives from the suffer-
will be posted to the Website during the commands. ‘ing, death and resurrection life of Jesus
month of December. A notice will be Bring young people into leadership ‘Hg’t lls us that the Soirit h q '
sent out when the Profile has been posted positions who will promote : © tetls us tha he pin das maf ©a r:jew
to the Church Website. In the meantime stewardship an dﬁgv{e,{:ﬁl;ﬁ Ivr:/r?lur%t §§£;%u?hotﬁvﬁ%§1%e
some of the responses will be provided in gifts for the benefit of others, | %~ n?i <tors Of the NEW Cove-
the Message from the Call Committee. trgl l;rtl ng care of :n§n i Et"rjmé piriteth%at{gljeeéﬁe. %:éqa SO
The highlights from the Ministry Site property. \

\ Continued on page 12



utheast M inistry

brat ed A ®Mespeaalyrfosthe occasion by Pr.
of transforming Conrad Braaten. Current board vice

(—’7

/" Open House presented Pr. McNeill with a beautiful

King Jr. Ave SE. It was a gorgeous, the Open House was certainly the deli-

pants were stationed on the street waitinfoard member Rebecca Lindhurst.
to welcome guests. | am still a little
awed by the outpouring of love through-
out the whole thing. The board took
responsibility for ensuring that every-
thing was in place. | am sure that every-
one will agree that the highlight was the
return of Southeast Ministry founder, Pr.

Wanda McNeill from as she likes to say, were especially movm%forgne The fir

AiThe Prairie.o asz@pSreseInéb%fa t1&d

During the program, Pr. McNeill pre-
sented current participants with small

and/or employment.

that day and she, along with staff mem- 2007 working on his GED.
]E:)er Cht;ester Hart and me, (I;? t:e ?d““ | while, but he was one of those who re-
orum between services. ut | wouldee i received it and was recognized
be making an error that Pr. McNeill cor- that day. As you can imagine, Pr.
rected throughout the day in her ser-
mons, her talk in the forum and her con-

’ ) at he was continuing pn a positive
versations at the §p e AU &Sl of hd
Roger Truehart co-founded Southeast
Ministry with the support of the Synod
and, of course, Reformation. She talk d

It took a

and herself, nthe f‘a Qcﬁoltoe'f‘né’r
white womano who t g, ‘ﬁg‘ﬁtsﬁe adﬂwhé?wh%l schio

and vision of a grassroots social justice
ministry based in a ward in the city that ;
has experienced the highest rates of POVhow,
erty, illiteracy and unemployment in the
city. She described a partnership wher
they did not hesitate to switch off lead

roles bas;_ed on who might b_es_t persuadeto talk about the good old days and for
their audience to support this important

mer classmates?
work.

many years later, the successful
attorney with the Small Business Ad-

so | will ask
charge it to

| not my heart
if | have

& unintention-
ally missed
anyone in
this short
summary.

In a day full of touching moments, two 4

McNeill was immensely pleased to seey | will sand and refinish the original wood
athfloors, which will bring the rooms to a

Bubh adl
the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services — poon ot SEM before Pr. McNeill left in :
y
§
1

¥
¥

dents (recognized for obtaining the GEh))

recognized our board secretary, LaTan,/
lived in the Who is interested in coming.

ht. | hat
about him, fthe tal, getne| rns ““ TN linghe 0
ate|g1 r},gﬂb wther important news is that the solar
a

¥
¥

hinistration and the new GED recipients
meet again joined in a common m|SS|oh

. . They say that the dangers of naming amyD
As to the day itself, the Metropolitan DC 5 15 is the fear of leaving someone cufh@s stamps? The first order of 300

' stamps sold out in 15 minutes, but now |

¥

n

my head ands

§
¥

1
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
§

On November Synodé s Bi shop, Ri édoarmends®egia to awil, withctre me
7 Southeast to bring greetings and good wishes on thereparations of Christmas, | leave you
Ministry cele- day and lead all present in a litany writ- with my favorite Christmas quote from

Dr. Seuss.

AfAnd the Gri ncfheticewi t h

Il i ves. 0 préfident!lvy Finkenstadt served as em- cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puz-
More than sev- cee and made remarks about the history zling, how could it be so? It came with-

% enty people of SEM. Current board president Alesia out ribbons. It came without tags. It

~ came to the Frerichs , along with Chester Hart and | came without packages, boxes or bags.

And he puzzled and

which was held plaque to acknowledge and thank her forzler was sore. Then the Grinch thought
,l at our program  her obedience to the guiding hand oftheof s omet hi ng he hadn
site at 3111 Holy Spirit duringCheisimasisheytbbupghte
Ex. Dir Valarie Ashley  Martin Luther ence. 0 Anot her me monvraatoré. &Vha if Ghrisenas, pem f

haps, means a | itt]

sunny day, and current program partici- cious food provided by and prepared by Be blessed, remember Southeast Ministry

in your prayers and advent activities, and
have a wonderful season as we celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Chridfal

gifts including a notebook, tote bag, flash

drive and gift card to recognize their acv

complishments in ¢

- E T R E W R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Corner

The renovation of the first

floor of 226 East Capitol
Street is getting close to
completion. This month,

Utestored condition. There will be a tour
of the building next month for anyone to

pu

0

e

rTghet RrOpertye o s
L m f dq

nels on St. Johnos

ing to different groups about the Mission gy \vas with him because he teased and on sunny days, the electric meter is
her mercilessly while sitting behind her* actually going backward since we pro-
n class). I'n any gieénfoe that wé R&id thelddytimle Bt € T

most weekdays.

Save the date: December 11 we will do
' the annual hanging of the greens.

id you get the new Reformation Christ-

only that you- have more. All proceeds of the $1 stamps

go to the food pantry. The stamp is a
legal 44 cents personalized postage
stamp. Send me an email or give me a
call to order.

Ragnar U. Thorsesen
thorsesen@reformationdc.org



7 Youth &

Family N named fill Prete RossoO
Priesto because of hi
Updates : roque composer, violinist and priest who
W Seasonods G} - was born in VeniceDuring his tenure,
g4  One of the most won- % - most of his works were writtest the
8% derful things about the] \t ‘ z Ospedale della Pieta, an orphanage for
L Christmas season is » [Nl illegitimate children that had excellent
the traditions we share: music ensembles. A contemporary of J. S.
as families. Please 1 Come Hear the Sounds of Bach, he was much admired by the Ger-
make Reformation part of your traditions Christmas at man master. Bach transcribed six of
this year! Although below are the activi: ) Vivaldi's violin concertos for the organ,
ties specific to families, this newsletter is Reformation! and drew much inspiration from the Ital-

full of wonderful activities to do asa , Holiday traditions at this time of year areianate aesthetic. Bach's Konzert in italien-
family and with your Reformation fam- + intimately tied to hgaring the music_ of ishen Gusto (ltalian Concerto) is a favor-
ily. Join us for caroling, Hanging of the : the season, especially sacreq.musm. ite among pianists and harpsichordists.
Greens, Wednesday Advent service, os There will be many opportunities at Ref-Vivaldi's music fell into obscurity for two
one of the several volunteer opportunitie®rmation to sing our favorite seasonal centuries but was successfully revived
that can be found in the Weekly Visitorl, hymns, as well as hear some great tradiduring the second half of the 2@entury

Epiphany Pageant : tional choral music. and is now an established favorite among

For the youth of Reformation, the com-y fAwa k e t h @helgapitopHillo  the music of the Baroque composers.

ing of Christmas means Epiphany Pad-* Chor al e wi | | bAeCers-i Logkingrapeaddts riext mamth, @rsSunday,
eant preparation. This year, our annual; mony of Carolsalong withworksby ~ January 9, our vyouth
pageant will be Sunday, January 9, dur Rossi, Mendelssohn, Liszt, Janacek,and i t t | € Dr ummer Boyod d
ing the 11:00 service. Our pageant will } ajice Parker. It will be aconcert to any service. It is wonderful when our

focus on the journey of the wise men. s warm a dark winter night at Church of young people can participate artistically in
Children of all ages are encouraged to ! the Reformation on Saturday, De&. @  the praises of the Lord.

participate, and we hopveryoneplans 4 7 pM, and Sunday, Dec"&t 4 PM.

to join us on the ™ We will be rehears- ¥ Tickets are $25 and $20, kids 12 and
ing SundayPecember 19during the : under free! | wish to humbly report some excerpts
Sunday school hour. We will also be from a recent review by Cecelia Porter,
rehearsing Saturdayanuary 8, from 5 : . L Washington Post Contributing Music

7 pm. All families please meet in ParisEI from 9:30 10:00 pm, will include ex- Critic, of my Requiem CD that we re-

Hall for dinner and then a short rehear ﬁerpts from Antonio V_ivaldl‘SB!orla 85 corded at Church of the Reformation in
Parents, please plan to attend as well! sung by the Reformation Choir and solo; ~

; : ) . the Spring of 2009: i
Our last rehearsal will be Sundalanu- : 'HStS MadEIalr;]e Vanddrm(tjgl] a_nd_ Erica uiem should belong in every chorus' rep-
ary 9, during the Sunday school hour aman. Each movement Glona IS

. . _ertairg.., deeply expressive and skillfull
immediately before the pageant. Parent built u pon a La t ! EwriReE.[ s"’héggssf Il)fc8rﬁBinesﬁ1f eﬁetzel
volunteers are needed! Please contacl: to God i not he Hi g- ot v r\ﬁhelmir‘?‘g gr‘?efaﬁdycgngola 'osn a
Anne if you are able to help! We look sing in our worship service, as follows: that suffuse the requiems of Mozart,
forward to seeing your child for our first: 1. Gloria in excelsis Deo, "Glory to God Verdi, Brahms and Fauré... consistently

Nota bene...

y
v Our Christmagve Chorale Prelude,

rehearsal on Dec 19. If your child cannoin the highest" fluid... a clear feeling of direction and

be there but would still like to be a part* 2. Et in terra pax, "And peace on focus... steeped in rich contrapuntal tex-

of the pageant, please let me know.  Earth" (peace to his people on Earth). ture... ethereal serenity... | highly recom-
Christmas Eve Service % 3."Laudamus te", "We praise you" mend the CD. o0 The CD
The 7:00 Christmas Eve service is fami]y4."Gratias agimus tibi", "We give you for purchase and holiday gidiving. It's a
focused. If your family will be in town % thanks" bit ironic to say, AN
and would like to participate, please cotl—5. Domine Deus, "O Lord, God" Christmas quite 1ike

tact Anne. We would also like to feature 6. Domine, Fili unigenite "Only son of
the wonderful musical talents of our  * the father"
youth. If your child is interested in plays 7. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei "Lord God
ing before or during the service, please: Lamb of God"
contact Paul Leavitt. v 8. Qui toII|§ peccata mundlll Who takes and perform this musi
Sunday SchoolSchedule % away the sins of the world roject, like everything in choral music
December 19 and January 9 will be pad-g. Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris "Who i omer;tum continues to build toward fhe
eant rehearsal during Sunday school. s seated at the right hand of the Father” performances of the Requiem in April
(Confirmation students will have class gn10. Quoniam tu solus sanctus "For you '

: ; " Mark your calendars! The date for the
December 19 in Upper 220) There will v alone are the holy one performance is set for Palm Sunday, April
be no Sunday school for any age Decemmi1. Cum Sancto Spiritu "With the Holy '

ot ki 17, 2011, at 3 PM.

ber 26 or January 2. Also, there will bey Spirit".

no Sunday school on January 16 due to p, ¢ enjoying this music is knowing Musically yours,

the Martin Luther King weekend. Reguy a1 antonio Vivaldi (16781741), nick- Paul Leavitt
lar Sunday school will resume Jan. 23.:

| want to reiterate my eternal gratitude to
the staff and members of the Church of

’ the Reformation for their generous sup-
port of this ambitious project to record



ood Pantry
2, Receives
Two BIG Grants!

| am excited to tell you that we have re-
ceived two sizeable grants. The first
grant isthe Arnold Keller Award for
$10K, given to us by our neighborhood
Capitol Hill Community Foundation.

We will receive this money in April,
2011, at a dinner here on The Hill. | ap-
ply for grants from CHCF every year,
and CHCF has been very generous with
us i we just receive@nother $2,500
grant from them from their Fall Grant
distribution . | was very excited to throw
our Food Pantry into the ring for the Kel-
ler Award this yeafi for us to receive the
recognition that our food pantry is mak-
ing a difference in our community is
AWESOME!

The second grant is from tAdrivent
Financial for Lutherans Foundation,

the Lutheran Community Economic Out-
reach Bridge Challenge Grant. This is a
one time grant that is specifically for
food pantries that can show that the cur-
rent economic downturn increased their
distribution and is placing a financial
burden on the food pantry. Wethat was
an easy grant application to writEhis
grant is for $5K, with up to an addi-
tional $10K in matching funds!!! So,

tithes) this year 2010. Twenty percent of
the finances came from grants (FEMA,
ELCA Hunger Grant, CHCF). Keep in
mind that we receive periodic food dona:
tions from St. Marks Episcopal, Capitol
Hill Presbyterian, and the Mormons. The
rest of the funds come from YOU, the
congregation, through gifts and fundrais-
ers like the Souper Bowl.

| was chatting with Fred Thompson
about our Food Pantry, and he was undt
the impression that our clients mostly
came through Capitol Hill Group Minis-

THANK YOU
% Cuarlo
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tries. Fred wanted me to make sure eve-Thinking about Carloé

ryone knew how far our reach has be-
come. As most of you know, ALL of our
clients MUST have a referral from a so-
cial services agency identifying those
clients as needing food. What you may
not know is thathere are at least 30
different agencies that come through
our doors every month These agencies
include:

Bread for the City- East River Family
Strengthen Collaborative SOME ( So
Others Might Eat} Brethren Nutrition
Program  Father McKenna Center
Unity Health Care Capitol Hill Group
Ministry - Hermano Pedro DC- Vet-

er ands Ad npCGathadlicCGharia t
ties - Marshall Heights Community
Development OrganizatioiWashington
Hospital Center Community Connec-
tions-Mi r i a md s DK Cdntcah e
Kitchen- Pathways to Housing

Karen Carlson

for every dollar donated to the Food Pan-

try from now until February 28, 2011,
Thrivent will match it, up to $10KL e t 6
take it all!

While the grant money is terrific, we
probably wonét see
tion again anytime soon. At $2,700 per
food run, this grant money ($25K) will

purchase enough food for 9 food runs. It

willbe spentin% mont hs. |t
torestii t 6s ti me t o
Renew!What more can we ddP®is the
diligent work of this congregation that
keeps our Food Pantry in operatidtris
your attention to and the nurturing of
your Food Pantry for decadeghat has
been recognized by these grant©ur

commitment to "feed the people" has

been tried and is true. The essence of my

plea for grant money is that we have no
overhead, we have no budget, and we

spend all money on food. The Food Pan-

try will cost about $53K (given above

get

t

6s

Many of you know Carlo. Others have
seen him around Reformation on Sunday
mor nings. Il tds act
miss Carlo, for he is quiet, unobtrusive
and kind of hangs in the background. |
wanted to take this opportunity to say a
public THANK YOU! to Carlo on every-

b ody 6 si abdehbrais Vhy.

Since | came to Reformation in the sum-
mer of 2001, there is only one person |
know who has been at Reformatievery
Sunday, without fail rain or shine, hot
orcold-and that person
what goes orevery Sundayvhile you

and | are still getting up, getting our cof-
Ifee, ﬁnd dressing for worship. Carlo
ShAvs up at Reformation by 5:00 am. He
finds a place for his belongings and then
gathers up a broom, dustpan and plastic
bags and proceeds to sweep in front of
revery door leading into Reformati®n
front and side, preparing the outside ap-
pearance of Reformation for everyone
else to gather for worship: rain or shine
or snow. During the winter, Carlo makes
sure that the steps are cleared and ready
for your arrival. If you ever wondered
how clean and neat the outside looks
when you come to service, it is because
ofiCarlo. - When all is looking good,

Carlo comes inside and gets ready for
worship.

You might see him at this tiniesinging
with a fine pitch, holding his hymnal

o i c ehigh, or nibbling a bit during coffee

hours after each
stewardship, his
care for the place he worships every Sun-
day. Not bad for a guy who is homeless.
| think Reformation is profoundly
bl essed by Carl obs
ment. Carlo is an important part of the
community of Saints at Reformation; a
community | dearly love. | give Thanks
to the Lord for Carlo, and for the special
way he cares for his spiritual home.
Pastor Braaten
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and variegated Palestinian Christian de

nominations in the Holy Land, from
Greek Orthodox to Roman Catholic to
. Anglican to Lutheran: th&airos Pales-
tine Document Il 8dm al so
area coordinator and Washington DC ¢

coordinator for an international ecumer

{ %

X
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[
' \0) N
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) AL cal Christian movement called Sabeel, * :
. — " besides being an activist or board men Y )
. U o 1 h ‘ ber in two or three other Middle East f 9

0 F .
LD. J I. g ing my third trip to the region this Febru- Thank you to out-going Council
| |

ary and March. » and Welcome to the new!
In addition, thanks to the vision of our

advocacy organizat. ... ... ‘ k-

pastor Conrad Braaden.:J.0 %ngqe%a{tighﬁ]waht?o be

leading a Sunday morning discussion

. express our deepest appreciation to outgo-
M |dd|e EaSt and here at Reformation during midarch ing Council membersAmy Northcutt
. . onKairos Palestineand its meaning and (President)Brian Hornbecker (Vice
Kairos Palestine call to action for us here in our synod, President)Javier Miranda (Chair of

An acquaintance of mine in another part congregation and community. Look for Finance Committee) ar@aitlin Jacobs

of the country recently made the follow- .« qiscussion and related sessions ano(WhO left us in September to teach English

ing remark in an o#ine conversation . L . In South Korea), and to outgoing Trustee
among ELCA activis tsegmonsgf.fnﬁt%:citlon,dq,? |r%t|%r.1ed|a— Larry King (now Chair of the Call Com-
woul d take Gl enn B #&g3aogdscegmentpboytihe Migdle o mitree). The contributions of these indi-
that social justice is not a Christian con- East here at Reformation during our-six viduals to the governance of Reformation

cept] fortruth is another sad confirma-  week Lenten series this coming March in the past three years are immense. Each

tion that many folks who consider them- and April. But much sooner than Lent, Iwas a special blessing, and their work will
selves Christians have no idea what urge you and your family to avail your- be missed. | hope and pray they will con-

theydve signed up . : t
This is a rather startling and unsettling fse?f b thé’opportumty during our Upcomcommunity of Reformation in years to

assertion, isnot i {ng,AdveBt 8ea%9’bt%"'e¥v’ﬁ‘?f%a& Refoffor@es and thatitbefr partnership in minis-
Well, in my case at least, it reflects quite Mation, on Saturday, December 11 (3  try with your new pastor be one of rich-
accurately the sense of calling that snuckom) the screeningdf L i t t | e T mesgsiandifidlfillment.

up on me about seven years agmne Bet hl eabaddmewdieaturength ‘

thqt has inprementally succ.eeded in capilm documentary on presextay Bethle- N 7
turing my life and my devotion, to the g showcasin? theI s}ruggle of Palestir
u

point that l-tlme)passmne ?ar?(ﬁﬁﬁstiaﬁ,.Palestmian Muslim, and
much to my wife Rose

s d'i ay.
sense of calling? To work with others in Israe% Je.W|sh |n?1argltal¥ts of the. Hgly
doing whatever | can for the cause of ~ Land to find and embrace nonviolence,

| -
/ ; \
justice, peace and reconciliation for the mutual respect, and reconciliation as the
peopld t_)oth Palestinianandlsraeli$ ~only viable way to peace between Pales
of that Middle Eastern country we tradi- tinjans and Israelis. See you there, and
tionally and reverently call the Holy - -

. o at the discussion immediately following
Land. When my faith convictions as a the film!
Christian and a Lutheran first led me into :
this seemingly hopeless cause at the an- . -~ 1
nual Ecumenical Advocacy Days confer- Paul V.erdum.standmg in front of the
ence here in Washington in 2003, | had Palestinian village of Taybeh, May Council members Jeff Eshelman, Kay
no idea what | was?208%igning upo f or .King LizaLorenz and Karl Moeller, and
Now, seven years, nine conferences and , new Trustee, Judith Manguba#s a con-
two Middle East facfinding trips later, gregation we will be blessed by the lead-
| 6m a dedicated me N 0-dio ership of those we have elected this
Middle East Working Group, the body ' i " W= year. May we all keep them in our
that drafted the resolution passed by ou L . prayers, that the Holy Spirit will work
synod assembly last spring calling on al ‘ within them and through them in the
of us in our synod
devote time in 2012011 to the study a
wonderful epistle of faith, hope and love
drafted and endorsed some eleven
months ago by leaders of all the various

Andi on behalf of the congregation |

;"‘t@building up of Ref

Pastor Braaten

tinue thetekendésehvpnti

want to say fAWel come!

or
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