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Holy Week Schedule

Apr. 17d Passion/Palm Sunday
8:30 and 11:00 am with Holy Communion

Apr. 21 & 22d Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion, and
Good Friday Tenebrae Candlelightservices
12:10 PM and 7:00 PM.
Apr. 23 d Easter Vigile s Rs - L°
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April 24 d Easted 8:30 and 11:00 am with Holy Communion
Potluck Easter Brunchand Easter Egdiunt
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ing During Lenten
Series on Kairos
by Paul Verduin

Members of Reformation DC are being
awakened to the stark realities of Chris-
tians living under military occupation
during our Lenten Journey 2011 series
focusing on the Palestidsrael conflict
nd the rerpagapleg
declaration of faithundermilitary-
occupation recently written by Palestin-
ian Christian leaders, known #&&iros
Palestine

Kairos Palestinds the informal name of
a stirring 12page letter published under
the formal title, A Moment of Truth: A
Word of Faith, Hope and Love from the
Heart of Palestinian Sufferingas mem-
bers of Reformation are learning. We
have been intrigued to learn that two of
the documentds 16
Palestinian Lutheran leaders: the Rev.
Dr. Munib Younan, Bishop of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and
the Holy Land; and the Rev. Dr. Mitri
Raheb, pastor of Christmas Lutheran
Church in Bethlehem and executive di-
rector of the Dar al Kalima educational
complex located nearby. Equally intrigu-
ing, if not surprising, is the fact that the
heads of all the Christian denominational
groups in both Israel and the Israeli
occupied Palestinian territories have lent
their names and reputations to an affir-
mation of this stirring declaration. These
signatories include the heads of bodies as
varied as the Greek Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, Maronite Christian, Armenian
Orthodox, Coptic, Ethiopian, Syrian Or-
thodox, Lutheran and Anglican churches,
as well as others.

Continued on page 10
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of living letters such as thisbut how can
P as t or B a at en we make even that decision without first

o listening, then wrestling, and then discern-
Dear Reforma-  because it is what we do. We reflect upqRg for ourselves by the light of the Holy

tion Family and  ourselves and our world in the shadow o pirit within us. [Fo
Friends, the Cross of Jesus, and in the hearing ofyrestling with a critique of thairos
. this cry.  Of course we are called to heaba|estinadocument issued a year ago by
- : Wenearthetime t he cries and 6! i Vihelc8ntrdl €dnfbrénbeoPaméritad Rabma n
3 i of Easter and other voices in our own communities anglis pecause | profoundly respect what |
il b:'i}sa Ni proclaim, once in our world, but thekairos-Palestine  haye learned from my Jewish sisters and
! a Pl again, with wit-  |etter from Christians in Palestine isa prothers over the years, and | choose to
nesses to the Resurrectidesus is place to start. Itis here, before us; on thegard their voice as Wé”_]

Alive! Jesus has Risen! Alleluia! The table. Itis a letter that connects the real-

core of St. Pauldsitgibh 0U8shks enkxnpepn TE &8 dd dntikudlih S i d
of the Risen Chri s bfJeruddleh inthe first rturyCEN "E ’ ‘ our walk of intro-

of this reality is true for us as well. In  with our own twentfirst setting in the spection and re-

the 18 chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul  Middle East. That connection is not onl newal beneath the
argues his conviction. A few excerpts: the message of the Cross that we hear, shadow of the

Butin fact Christ has beenraised from pbut t he power of J WFoks®fCdsiisO Nt h
the dead, the first fruits of those who we live out. If it were not for the resur- May our Lenten

have diedéso all wikktbenmadejakuyge tiolrBel SontiMue U | d
Christ [1 Corinthi_ans 15:2@217 NRS\_/] 6deadd, an &aresso wo u:‘ | ![0 be c?ne that
Paul concludes his long argument with a palestinedocument, as a letter of faith, | challenges our

Thereforé Therefore my beloved, be  be a dead letter today. understanding, stirs our conscience, agi-
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in tates our comfort zone and restores our
the work of the Lord, because you know | want to thankPaul Verduin, one of our soyji Then, in the words of our Baptis-
that in the Lord your work is not in vain. members, for bringing his passion for ma | a f' firmation: Al et
peacemaking in the Middle East to us a i
What iwerkofthe lord i? P &facliitator of our Lenten emphasihe Sgg]oodngvgﬁépﬁif,h;g?i@eﬁhfﬁfhge?’3&:{0
provides his answer in many places  Middle East and the Cross: AMoment | s in heaven. o
among his letters, but none so eloquentlyof Truth (a 6 Kai ros® moment). Ot her
as in Romans 6Do not offer the parts of guests shared their message with us froftom Ashes to Easteii | have been edi-
your body to sin, as instruments of wick- the pulpit and during Wednesday eveningeq by the devotional reflections written
edness, but rather offer yourselves to | enten Vespers. These guests of our by members of the Reformation commu-
God, as those who have been brought - church are identified in an article Paul ity for each day in Lent 2011. We are
from death to life; and offer the parts of verduin has written for this issue of the truly blessed with thoughtful, discerning
your body to him as instruments of right- Visitor. | commend it to you. To each and stimulating people. | am even more
eousnes@hat is, ofjusticg. [Romans  of our guests, | want to extend my own phympled with the awareness that the peo-

6:131 NRSV] deep gratitude for precious time given tqyje who wrote reflections this year are but

us during this time of Lent. representative of so many others in our

As we proclaim the Paschal mystery; the congregation whose faith journeys inspire
Good News of Jesus Accdidng td Mdrtid Cutherate CHrig- 0 rﬁb,gang who have much tJo sa%/ ;boutghe

the dead, we prhavel aj ant Watnwest pe B [Fddibid i hérfive? fthahkhegeh Cr 0 's
been brought from death to lifed Weand not a fATheol ogyne@fofGlywdw Owho Agr dtle
who were dead in our captivity to Sin  therans, we learn about this in ConfirmagATE, and | also thankielen Vignessfor

(our weekly confession) are now made - tion, and it is repeated, hopefully, in seraking the time to coordinate and edit our

alive (in order) to live a life of justice,  mon after sermon throughout our lives. | enten devotional booklet again this year.
peacema ki ng and di s c iTp ledlpunderBtand thi& Rowevér Ss \ye are truly blessed as the community of

Alherefor® , o r Inbrderthae 6 Ttdugh going for we live in a society Church of the Reformation.

huge. The resurrection life is firstofal wher e a ATheol ogy of Gloryo (that is, o
our call in the Holy Spirit to the life of ~ -~ dominance, success, abundance, triumghinally, | look to see you during the Trid-
discipleship. B ot ar@ Winning) CieridtianRy se¥inBt@Hav@iym of Eastei the services of Maundy

room! The Resurrection promise is not  a significant influence, even within our Thyrsday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil

6cheap graced, but owhtsheran congrégatiars.e 0 € t O (details elsewhere in this issue) and of

offer our lives to our Lord as instruments course EASTER morningJesus is

of justice. What a gift it is, then, that ldairos: Alive! Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!
Palestindetter comes to us as a chal-

Itis as disciples of the Resurrected One lenge for us to see ourselves and think In Peace and Love

that we journey during this time of Lent  things through in the light of the theologyastor Braaten

to hear, study and respond to a living cryof the Cross of Jesus (offering our

from our Christian sisters and brothersing mi ndsé® to God as dea i . (i i ) .
Palestine. Thisisourprimaryreason We donét have to a g’F te%@réfgﬁﬁﬁ@h COOEﬁ ent




3 Message from the Council President

Dear Members,

You may know that at our congregational meeting in February, we voted to change our bylaws. This change allows us to elec
youth member, a member of the congregation who is enrolled in high school, to the congre-
gation council. Subsequent to that, the congregation voted to elect Brittany Cowden to be a
full voting member of the council. The council welcomed Brittany during our meeting in
March, and we look forward to her participation for the rest of our term.

On other matters, | thought you might be interested in what we do during our council meet-
ings. There are, of course, regular matters like the budget and special topics such as our trar
sition to a new pastor, but you may be surprised to learn that a meaningful portion of our
meeting is devoted to prayer and study. This year, the council is reading thé&dyoog
Jesudy Mark Allan Powell. We are going through the book two chapters at a time, and each
month one member leads us through a discussion of those two chap-

ters. Last year we read the bobike Heart of Christianitypy Mar- :

cus Borg. | have found this study and our discussions very ir Lovin 2

photo by Ragnar Therensen tant in my time on the council, and | believe it serves a special Je Su S
tion in how we work together. The prayer and study grounds
our work and reminds us of the real reason 3 co

and property maintenance, but the study reminds us that we deal with these things for a greate
Budgets, roof repairs and photocopier expenses exist because we are a community of faith in Je
and stewards of a house of worship. You may have mortgages, credit card bills and jobs that oc
| hope you are also able to take time out for prayer and study, and so remind yourself that you
loved child of God, redeemed by the Jesus we serve.

Blessings to you all,

Craig Haas :
President , Congregation Council Mark Allan Powell

Summary of Congregational Meeting

From the minutes taken by Emily SoieSubmitted by John Hagood, Council Secretary

After a single service and shared luncheon, the congregation gathered for its annual February meeting. The meetind iyas chaire
Craig Haas, president of the congregation, following an agenda developed by Craig and the council earlier in the month.

Larry King spoke on behalf of the Pastoral Call Committee, reporting that the committee had identified seven candidaties from
mi ssions by the Synod and suggestions from Reformation me
and hearing sermons from candidates and restated the need for respectful confidence throughout the process. Larm-said the co
mittee expects to see the call process complete and a new pastor installed by September -tafteigatsiveek transition pmd.

Parry Carlson, chair of the Property Committee, reported on the progress of renovating 226 East Capitol Street, asst undergo
conversion into a single family dwellidgideally as a parsonage. Work by Ragnar Thoreson, Property Manager, is expected to be
finished by September, with a budget of $100,000. Ragnar said he would welcome help with tasks like painting and added that
high school students can get community credits for such work.

Craig introduced a pr op-tawsemameayht@apan ¢he possibilRyeof ceeatingaatthirt@entld seaedinyh
Council for a representative from a member in high school, with a term of one year. After discussion, the motion padsed. Davi
Heim nominated Britney Cowden to serve in this capacity. The congregation voted unanimously to elect Britney as ith first you
council member.

Javier Miranda presented the report of the Finance Committee and reviewed how developing a revised, realistic budget for 2010
with some reductions, cleared the way for a 2011 budget with priorities on pastoral transition and capital improverients. Jav
noted that the winterdés giving has surpassed expectati ons
tributions through the Simply Giving program.

Ernest Sohns, of the Reformation Fund board, provided an update on the Fund, with its socially responsible investmgnts yieldi
4.87% in 2010.

Anne Sanyi rose to thank the congregation for its support of youth and family programs, and for making Reformation such a wel-
coming place. Comments and prayers from Pastor Braaten concluded the meeting.

In all, the morning showed the blessings of community in Christ at Reforrdatioity, hope, and vision forward. Ongoing infor-
mation and further details are available in meeting minutes, report$handisitor



= Pearls from the parish administrator

Pearls of the Parish Administrator

As | began to write this article, | was reflecting on the wisdom, joy, and camaraderie gained through facilitating the
small groups of the past year and a half and thinking about the next small group and what we might do that would be
meaningful.

As so often happens, the Holy Spirit tapped me on the shoulder and led me to begin reading a book that Pastor
Braaten asked me to have available for the Council and Call Committee to read in anticipation of the arrival of a new
pastor entitledThis Odd and Wondrous Calling (The Public and Private Lives of Two Ministers) by Lillian Daniel

and Martin B. Copenhaver. When | got to ChapterfdL e ar ni ng t o Prayo, I was struck
perience at Yale Divinity School with a small group. While he was the son of a minister and attending a seminary,

his experience was much the same as mine when it came to participating in a small group. He was reluctant at first to
accept the invitation to join he felt inadequate and uncomfortable with joining a group that he believed would be

very comfortable with scripture and prayer and how to go about talking about it, while he was still struggling with

what to believe. But, when he was told that it would be very informal and little preparation was needed, he agreed to
participatei my exact thought process as | joined the small group on Capitol Hill, now many years ago. Following

is an excerpt that expresses how it developed for Pastor Copenhaver:

Over time, what was becoming increasingly important to me was not the question of

whether God answers our prayers in any conventional sense, but the ways in which

those times of prayer seemed to usher me into the
And the people with whom | entered into Godos presec¢
becoming increasingly important to me as well. Those Wednesday night gatherings

became the axis on which the rest of the week seems to revolve. | developed a great

appreciation for the others in the group. Like others | met at divinity school, they were

among the most engaging, fun, and interesting people | had ever been around.

This paragraph also expresses my sentiments as | have participated in, and facilitated, small groups, both on the Hill
and at Reformation.

This is one chapter in the book that immediately spoke to me, but the book is filled with stories with which | think all

of you might relate in some way. While both Pastor Braaten and | feel this book is one for the Council and the Call
Committee to read because it gives an honest assessment of the life of a pastor, it is also a book that many of us in the
community should read and discuss so that we are all better prepared to welcome a new pastor. At the same time, it
will give us a sense of strength and courage as we embark on this new venture together. That is why | am proposing

/tha),hh\'s'be theprext study for the small groups .
4 Thomas G. Long of the Candler School of Theology at Emory University says about thé ddakn wisetdeeply

personal, profoundly theological, aiidvh at 6 Sdenwbr ght fully written. o

I hope you will join me when we begin on May 1!
E-mail me aboffice@reformationdc.orgor call the office202-543-4200

Blessings-Diane

Rebuilding Together

Reformation sponsors a house in Washington, DC under the auspices of Rebuilding Together (RT), a National organizatic
RTDC selects needy individuals that own houses in need of repair. Reformation makes a donation of $3000 to RT and provic
the manpower to help repair one house per year. The primary work day is April 30, 2011, but some preparation is dane in adva
A typical house will need some cleanup, painting, light plumbing, electrical and drywall repair and handicap installations.

The April 30 workday begins at Reformation at 8:30AM. Del Voss will lead the charge from Reformation to the house. Our
house is located at 1738 Massachusetts Ave, SE, WDC. You can meet Del for a morning session, come for an afternoon ses:
or stay for the day. Reformation provides the tools and materials. You need to wear old clothes, which will be paiat bplatt

the end of the day.

Oh yes, Karen and Skye Carlson and Chari Voss will provide a hearty lunch. If you want to come, but have young children, co
tact me. If we have enough parents, Reformation will provide babysitting at the church. By Parry Carlson
pks3carlson@cox.net


mailto:office@reformationdc.org

Come formance was enchanting. | always won-Friday, April 29th and at Alice Tully
dered what it would be like to have a Hall in New York City on Friday, May
He ar a  concert with a large chorus and orchestr@0th. Tickets for all of these events can

- A year or so later, our choir stepped up tde purchased throudttketalterna-
7 N\ Lenten the plate, bringing this vision to life in  tive.com The link can be found on the
— the sanctuary. NYC Master Chorale's website:
Concert www.nycmasterchorale.ordickets will
Our sanctuary is uniquely suited to cho- also be available at the door the day of
at Refor' ral music in almost every way. The the performance, and during coffee hour.

\

m at| on acoustics are near perfect for this type ofAdults are $35 and students and seniors
music. We are well provided for in terms $20. Please spread the word!!!

photo by LIcalipp of instruments, fine organ and piano, and

A few years space to welcome musicians and audi- Musically yours,
back, we had the honor and pleasure of ence alike. Paul Leavitt
welcoming Nordic Choir from Luther Director of Music & Arts

College in Decorah, IA, for a concert at We're getting down to the end of a very
Church of the Reformation. It was during!ong period of preparation that started at
this concert that we, as a choir and con- the beginning of the new year. We have
cert committee, experienced the magic of04 singers on board for our Washingto
our sanctuary space for concerts and re-DC performances, and a similar number
citals. The potential seemed theoretical for the Paris concert. In New York City,
prior to this event. That evening it liter- there will be roughly 120 singers joining
ally jumped out at us. A few months forces for this program. We've been bus
later, we were contacted by Music Cele- recruiting orchestral musicians for our
brations International, a travel agency ~ festival orchestra. It has been a great
that specializes in organizing concert ~ Pleasure working with all of the people
tours. They were looking for a concert 0N this project. The chorus is sounding
space for a touring orchestra. The per- wonderful. Dr. Thea Kano has been
bringing the singers up
to the highest profes-
sional levels of choral
excellence, and she's a
absolute joy with whom
to work. She demon-
strates that it is indeed

_ R . : possible to work with
\ A E Q U I E m the highest possible
by Paul Leavitt standards in mind, yet

still have fun in the
process.

Messe
Please join us for per-

6" . l l 3
cuim _]Ll 110 formances of the Refor-

by Maurice Duruflé mation Festival Choir
and Orchestra with the
New York City Master
Chorale, under the di-
rection of Thea Kano,
on Saturday, April

16", at 7:30 p.m. and
on Sunday, April 17th
at 3 p.m in the sanctu-
ary of Church of the
Reformation for Reg-
uiem by Paul Leavitt
and Messe "cum jubilo”
NOSIIN@N G A S Y by Maurice Duruflé.
These concerts are in
preparation for the
European premiere of
the Leavitt Requiem at
the Eglise St. Sulpice on

SATURDAY APRIL 16 AT 7:30 PM
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utheast M inistry

Greetings Glen, Larry and Issifi are all beginning ahere for almost two years, it is time to
Reformation new education program that we are pilotstop and breathe, to engage the voices of
Family, ing. | look forward to sharing more in board members and other community

the future, but, right now, they have astakeholders, and ensure that as we move
wonderful opportunity, as do we, if it is toward the future, we are staying true to
| sit here writ- Godés wi | | . My  f itmeanhissian eagduvisiert of SEM whide s p

~ing this after a cial prayer (but feel free to keep usstaying aware of the world around us.
“ board meeting, prayed up all the time in all sorts of
i “and | am feeling ways) is that one of our partners receive
- a sense of ex- a grant which will allow them to provide
citement. As our students (mothers, fathers and, in
you know, the ideal world, both parents) at no cost to usg
majority of the or the students with a 15 week family,
board of Southeast Ministry is from Ref-literacy experience. They will learn how
ormation, and we are fortunate to haveo read to their children-B years of age
such committed individuals working for and receive a book at the end of eac
the good of SEM. week. | suspect that as | write this everyg

Let me give you a few updates5 peo- one readllng It can rgflect on the wondgr his is when | always say that | am

ple have gotten GEDs since SeptembéiJI experience O_f being read to as a chil hapkful 1 am a person of faith who

and another 6 have passed partials on tie’ reading to a ¢ hv€/o ks’ for an érga 28iiBrPthat i8 Athe ¢
exam. In our most recent 9 week ses2 e myse!f, but | have expenenced th%ased. When | have those moments
sion, we saw almost 90% of the studentg'ft Of read_mg to young family m_emberswhere | feel a little discouraged, | know
make increases of one, two or '[hreé‘nd the children of friends. An INStanc&, here to turn.

grade levels when they were possted! that | love to recount was when my 3

Two of the gentlemen who are fatherg/®af old goddaughter asked me to read gy

that completed the most recent AMEN eletubk_)ies book. 1 read it With great
Job Readiness class just this past We&?rﬁssmn,Eandd as ‘l dran;]atlcally sa
were hired at Fuddruckers. Keep Shof! d'g nd, o ds ﬁ S a<
and Robert in prayer that they meet all ofed It 8 more times, and as she requey | -

the challenges of employment and excelt Y&t another time, 1 hope that I lovingl

We have begun offering a job club tosaid that my eyes were tired (note tha .

provide an additional level of support for.s‘aid | hope because patience does h

the students once they complete thds limits). - She is now age 14 and it

class. Since | am asking for specificone of those stories that we both love
prayer, let me add two others. Nina €member.

Open House may have notic% bathroom is completed.
that SEM could benefit from 4! am currently framing the new bath and
little facelift. We have beenWalk-in closets, so it is quite chaotic for
selected for some C|eaning ar &astor Braaten, who has to live with the

painting and light building| dust and noise of the renovation. We are
repairs through Deloitte Impaqtdoing the same renovation to the second
Day 2011 on Friday, June #0|floor as was done to the first floor, with
This comes to us by way gfelectrical and plumbing upgrades, new
Ref or mati onds |Wadpws, refigishing\fligossg all in time
in his service as a board merpfor our new pastor.

ber of Rebuilding Together | ) _
He is he|p|ng Deloitte coordi | would like to alert all h|gh schoolers

nate some of the activity. Soldhat need community service hours to
big shout out of thanks to Dgicontact me for help needed with taking
for submitting SEM as a poter|-care of our facilities this spring and sum-
tial candidate for this wonderktmer. Since | am busy with the renovation
ful opportunity. of 226, we do need someone to take care
f the yard work, cutting grass, sweeping
sidewalks, watering plants, and more.
PMy son, Evan, is going to work with me
Fon painting the interior of 226, and there
ﬁlre many opportunities for anyone who
ould like to help.

As always, thank you for the many ways
at you support us. These are certainly
challenging times for anyone who reads
e paper or watches the news. Nonprof-
s like SEM are seeing increased num-
bers of individuals who need help. The
waiting list for our adult education
lasses is 27 and it grows weekly. The
ew job readiness session has 17 people
itting in a class better designed for 12.

ailhe propery,
L m fdqo
Corner

Construction on the
second floor of 226 East
Capitol Street has
: started, and rough in
Z4EBENIE plumbing for a new

Those of you who attended t

As we enter this season mg
rebirth and renewal, SEM i
preparing to undertake a strat
gic visioning process. It id
something that a number (
current and potential funders
have begun to ask for andl, Ragnar U. Thorsesen

frankly, now that | have been thorsesen@reformationdc.org
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7 Youth & Family Updates By: Anne Sanyi 4

then | want your help with VBS. Over the next fevitpd
Whether you can volunteer for the weekmonths please ser}
one day, or just prepare a snack, pleaseur prayers our wayj
call me! We can talk about where youl encourage you t
gifts are and how you can pass that alonfind one of our hig
to our young generation. schoolers and shal
with them what yoUress
Vacation Bible School will be August 8 know about being Lu-
-12 from 9-11:30am Please call Anne theran or visiting Germany. Those going
Sanyi at the church office if you would include:
All young ones! Please join us on Eastellike to talk about being involved!
Sunday for an Easter Egg Hunt! Jane Valerie Commerford

Tobler and family have graciously of- Nick Heim
fered to host another year. Join us in be- Reese Frerichs
tween services for brunch and the hunt! ut e r Jocelyn Donahue

Daniel Commerford

David Heim
: 5 O O Quiitin Frerichs

Brittany Cowden
Anne Sanyi
Peter Heim

Spring is on its
way both here and
in Germany! And
with that, Refor-
e mation high |
# schoolers are on |
their way to
utherland in a
ew short months!
At the end of June,
£ 8 high schoolers

Brian Hornbecker

Volunteers Needed

Our Easter Brunch begins at 9:30am fo
lowing the early service. We hope you g
can join us for this festive potluck! Bringgsk "and 3 adults will
a brunch dish to share! There will also hEXLARE D travel to Witten-
an Easter Egg Hunt for our little ones! perg for a week long stay. We will take
We need help with set up and clean up. Ifay trips to Erfurt, Eisleben, and Berlin.
you are able to help, please contact Ann@ye will be immersing ourselves in our

Sanyi at the church office. You will not Lutheran heritage as well as having a
miss the services if you offer to help. \whole lot of fun with other Lutheran LOSt and FOund
; youth from around the world. Concert at Reforma-
We cannot thank you enough for your tion on Saturday
)

generous donations over the past few . th
months to help make this trip possible. Apr|| 30"
We realize how blessed we are, knowinq\/I
that very few other churches would be
able to take a trip of this size, and cer-

Vacation Bible SChOOl tainly not in the amount of time we had at 7:00pm Lost and Found is the duo

to fundraise. We could not make this Michael Bridges and George Baum.

Needs YOU! possible without your support. They have been playing amazing music
together for years and it is likely if you

were brought up in the Lutheran faith,
you know and love them! If you don't

ark your calendardlost and Foundis
playing a concert @&eformation Lu-
theran Church on Saturday, April 30

Vacation Bible School is not just for | Youth are preparing for the trip with

site athttp://speedwood.comfhis event

ontinuing to fundraise. They have done . :
much we love them and how much God ' oo 7in of work and have .S for people of all agesBring your

amount : = e

|l oves t hem. You celLd fd @d %0 n friesngs and your families and join us at
. : rhided $16'dod so fAr° BLPthat nfb&hd \We ; -
be a professional to do the job! have $6,000 left to go! If you have given the end of the month for this frenll

holarshi £l tdonation concert! If you need more infor-
If you are young or old, know every bibleiosgi d?e? FOSnlep nz;sv' Ouerngsglr?)gai/ni/gr?t ig mation contact Anne Sanyi by email
story or none at all, but have a passiofj . very soon and we need you (youth@reformationdc.org) or

for watching youth grow in our church, ' phone, 202-543-4200. Looking for-
ward to seeing you!



http://speedwood.com/
mailto:youth@reformationdc.org

8 Stewardship of Creation Update By Mike Barrette

As Earth Day 2011 approaches, it is a good time to reflect back on what we can do, as individuals, and as a congtegation, tc
good stewards of Goddés creation. Americabds appetitonfor
and four times that of China, continues to drive extraction and production techniques that create environmental prob&éms. As
ral resource supplies dwindle, exploration and drilling continue to push the envelope of techiraftegywith devastating edtts.

We have seen the impacts of deepwater drilling, mountain top mining, and natural gafduotdring within our own country.

We know the risks of air toxics emissions and increasing carbon releases. We have seen the human cost in protectibiy oversee
interests, and we are now seeing the risks associated with nuclear power. As the country and world struggles with the cor
quences of energy consumption, it is critical that we continue to explore how to both reduce unnecessary consumption, and
crease reliance on renewable energy.

Less than six months ago, Reformation completed putting a 17kW solar array on the roof of St. Johns. Although the system |
not yet operated through the peak summer months, it has produced energy equivalent to more than 500 gallons of gals, and en
energy to power more than 16,000 light bulbs for a day. By producing our own energy from the sun, not only do we reduce o
need to purchase electricity originating

from fossil fuel combustion, but we save
money as well. Our project is just a start,

and we hope to spread the message of sus-
tainability and renewable energy as a way

to protect GBadiér this cr e ¢
month, Reformation hosted a delegation

of foreign ministers from Pacific Rim
countries. We told them not only what
Reformation has done, but what many
other neighbors have been doingamely,
installing solar panels and geothermal sys-

§ tems, weatherizing homes, biking or walk-

ing to work, buying wind power, recycling,
reducing water use, and using sustainable
building materials. This group was very
impressed with what Reformation has been
doing and has now returned home to
spread this message. Reformation has also
been working with Greater Washington
Interface Power and Light to get the word

out that churches are prime candidates for
sol ar projects. Ref ormationdéds installation may spawad 5 n
more than 100 church installations in the near future.

In 2011 the Reformation Stewardship of Creation Comjgsi

tee is looking for more ideas and help to make the ¢
Afgreen. 0 We know that t
sealed and fixed to reduce heating and cooling costg
we plan to have a work day to fix some of these areas
also are looking at reducing the water -affi from our
parking lot and buildings to reduce our storm wateratf
that is damaging to the Anacostia. Do you have idead
can help us be more sustainable?

Please join us in our effort to become better stewar
creationi living in balance with the Earth, and setting
amples for others to follow. If you would like to help
our 2011 efforts, or just want to talk about ideas, pl
contact Mike Barrette Michael.barrette@verizon.rjetor
Dale Manty (hanty.dale@epa.gdv For more informatio
on converting to solar, seeww.dcsun.org For informa
tion on purchasing wind power for your home,
www.cleancurrents.com To see how
solar panels are producing, govte/w.reformationdc.org
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m / T B ; Dale Manty discusses solar panels with visitors
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When my daughter was a newborn | was in a store when a girl about 7 years old looked
at her , |l ooked at me , and asked, ils thi
Her mot her |l ooked terrified and held he

Is She Black

or ? could you ask this question?0d But the gi
I smiled and responded, AiYou said she i
She said, AiNo. 0 | s and ahqcolafe BShe i hoth blackslikeeme,i s
and white like her father | i ke vanilla and chocol ate i
‘girl smiled and said, fAYeah! She is deli

The Washington metropolitan area is a tossed salad of people of many races and cultures. A biracial, bicultural fanmity should
be abnormal, however | hear many comments about our children. At first | only smiled or ignored the comments, but d6 a paren
is important for me to ensure secure and healthy development for my biracial, bicultural children. Studies indicateidhetibira

dren have the added challenges of developing and integrating dual cultural identities, as well as developing bothidgpétgonal

and a positive racial identity. The following practical suggestions are result of my research about how to raise my children.

Use narratives-They hel p to start conversations about race. Resec
hood is one of the most powerful ways to strengthen the-philent bond.

Provide Labels - Racial identity is a unique issue for biracial children in that, biologically, they have a dual racial heritage. It is
important to be a step ahead and teach your child how to describe themselves before others do.

Monitor your own attitudes about race and reactions about other races or cultures.

Maintain an open dialogue- Talking about race routinely indicates the parents are open to answer questions and discuss concer
about race.

Beinvolved-Moni t or, and if necessary, intervene in your chil dé
Engaging the childin activities that make her feel good, can build-esteem and counteract negative messages from others.
Celebrate Diversity - It is important to provide opportunities for biracial children to develop positive images of themselves includ-
ing their racial heritage. Positive sétfiages are nurtured in interactions and activities in which children are able tdyidetiii

positive role models that include family members, peer group, school and community members.

| hope that as a caregiver, my baby is encouraged to see herself as a whole person with diverse cultural and racialshackgroun
talents, interests, and experiences. And when pressured from others to choose one distinct racial label, | hope stoenvalttfeel
able enough to just say, fil am delicious. o0

Reprinted (with their permission) from

By Kerley Perminio Mos(Kerley and Steven attend Church of the Reformation) Soul Matters...Monthly April 2011

Rhoto by Katy Thomg


http://e2ma.net/go/9224761958/3541747/104584943/3960/goto:http:/www.imagocenterdc.com/staff/kerley-perminio-most

