
   

 

Volunteers will be expected to at-
tend a brief training after church on 

August 8th to better understand 
this year's program and to ensure a 

fun week for our young partici-
pants!  

  

Looking forward to VBS!  
 

Anne Sanyi 

Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator  

Church of the Reformation  

202 -543 -4200  ext. 19  
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Speaking of volunteers, we are in desperate need! If you are able to volunteer for the week or a 
few days, please let me know as soon as possible. All are welcome to volunteer: middle schoolers, 

high schoolers, congregation members, parents, grandparents, caregivers, etc. We also 
need volunteers to bring specific snacks that tie into our theme each day. 

  
 

If you are able to volunteer, please let me know exactly which days so I can  
plan accordingly and well ahead of time. 

Aug 16 to 20  

9:00 until 11:30am  
*Please note the time change  

ÚChildren ages 3 through 3rd grade  
 

ÚRegistration will be $20 per child.  

ÚRegistration forms will be available  
at the beginning of July.  

ÚRegistration is open to all Reformation children 
and any relatives, friends, or neighbors.  

 

If we have enough volunteers, we will open registration  
to other children in our community. 

The theme is RENEW, and we will be learning 
about taking care of God's Earth through the 

Parable of the Sower!   

photo by Lisa Nipp  
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Dear Reformation Family and Friends, 
 

Jennifer and I want to thank the congregation for the meaningful reception after the service on June 20th in 

honor of our families who were attending the wedding of our son Conrad Donald to Dr. Suporn Sukpraprut.  

Supornôs family had traveled from Bangkok, Thailand for this special event, and were very taken by the 

kindness and hospitality of our congregation.  Thank you. 
 

As I write this, I am getting ready for a 10-day trip with Jennifer to Europe as the guests of a Ferrum Col-

lege alumni group.  The focus of the trip is attending the Oberammergau Passion Play in Oberammergau, 

Germany.   It was really impossible to say ónoô to such an invitation and  opportunity to experience this 

historic Passion Play put on by the people of Oberammergau every 10 years since they were spared from 

the óBlack Plagueô in the 16th century.  Only once since that time has the Oberammergau community 

missed a season of putting on this rather elaborate day-long play ï 1940 during WWII.   I look forward to sharing this experience 

with you.  
 

 

 

There are just a few things I would like to highlight in my remarks: 

First is to express appreciation to all the people who have taken time in their busy schedules to be a part of the study groups offered 

this past spring and summer.   Your Council has been one of those groups, sharing together a reading and discussion of The Heart 

of Christianity by Marcus Borg.  Others have been facilitated by Diane Liesman, and the ñDream, Think, Be, Doò DVD series was 

facilitated by Adam Varner, Lee McCracken and Caitlin Jacobs.  The growth of a Christian community comes from our study, 

prayer and fellowship together, as well as our experience of common worship.  The time you take to learn and explore the scrip-

tures is not only for personal growth and edification, but also for the growth of our common community in Christ.   
 

 

 

Two of our members, Adam Varner and Hen Kennedy, will be leaving us the end of August for continued studies in Chicago ï 

Hen has entered a Masterôs program in Urban Education, and Adam will be starting his graduate theological education at the Uni-

versity of Chicago Divinity School.   Adam has begun his candidacy process for ordained ministry through the Metro DC Synod.  

We wish them God-speed and many rich blessings in the work of study and growth that lies ahead of them. 
 

 

 

We give thanks for the election of a Call Committee that will be initiating its important work of discernment this summer.  May we 

keep the work of this committee, and our Council, in our prayers that the Spirit lead and guide them in every step along the way!   

During this time, the congregation will be asked to participate in many ways ï one of the important things will be the effort this 

coming year to update as much information on our membership as possible.  When you are asked for information, I hope that you 

will respond as fully and quickly as possible.  One of the hoped for outcomes will be to have an upgraded information system and 

updated data base with which our future leadership can work. 
 

 

 

I want to ask you to keep another initiative in your prayers: the dialog among four ELCA congregations who exist in an area clus-

ter:  Reformation, First Trinity Lutheran, St. Matthewôs and Holy Comforter.  We have begun a conversation as to how we might 

work more closely together and share resources for more effective and mission-focused Lutheran witness in our geographic setting.  

There are many possible models for this.   We will be working, not only to listen to a long-range vision for mutual ministry, but 

also to consider practical steps of co-operation that we can embody now.  Christine Pommerening-Berry, Brian Hornbecker, Janice 

Grady and your pastor are on the ñUrban Parishò dialog team.  You will hear more from our team by the end of the summer.  

   
 

Finally, I want to publicly thank David Stawick, our Liturgical Minister, for his faithful diligence and commitment to sharing with 

me in the leadership of our worship experiences at Reformation this past year.   David will be continuing this ministry among us in 

the coming year, even as he continues his studies at Wesley Theological Seminary.   
 

 

 

I look forward to the coming óacademicô year that begins for us on Rally Day, September 12th.  Your Council will be working dur-

ing July and August to plan for this year ï one that will hold many wonderful and meaningful surprises for the people of Church of 

the Reformation!  May we be led by the Spirit in all things, for the care and redemption of Godôs creation!  
 
 

In Peace and Love, 

Pastor Braaten    

 

Pastor Braaten Speaks 

braaten@reformationdc.org 

photo by Lisa Nipp  
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The Spring session of the ELCA Metro 

DC Synod 2010 Assembly was held on 

Friday, May 7, and Saturday, May 8, at 

the National Conference Center in Lands-

downe, Virginia. Reformation was repre-

sented by Pastor Braaten, Council mem-

bers Brian Hornbecker and Suzanne Haz-

ard, SEM Executive Director Valarie 

Ashley, and longtime Synod Council rep-

resentative Judith Mangubat.   

The 2010 theme for the Synod is ñYear of 

the Young Adult.ò  Rev. Amy Thompson 

Sevimli, Assistant to the Bishop, and key-

note speakers Rev. Karen Ward, Episco-

pal priest and Abbess of the joint ELCA 

and Episcopal venture ï Church of the 

Apostles in Seattle, and Kristin Glass, 

ELCA Director for Youth and Young 

Adult Ministries, gave inspiring messages 

about ministry to young adults. There 

were also a number of workshops offering 

practical advice on how to involve young 

adults in congregations. Brian Hornbecker 

leads Reformationôs 20/30 Somethings 

ministry and notes that Reformationôs 

vibrant and active young adult group 

means that our congregation is well-

positioned to actively and joyously pro-

vide support and participate with other 

congregations as our Synod celebrates the 

Year of the Young Adult. The practical 

advice offered in several workshops at the 

assembly helped the attendees to learn 

more ways to involve young adults in 

congregations and church com-

munities. 

The assembly also passed several resolu-

tions, including: 

Calling on congregations to strengthen 

their ñenergy stewardship,ò  

Calling  on congregations to devote time 

and study to the Kairos Palestine docu-

ment,  

Encouraging full implementation of 

ñstructured flexibilityò and integration 

of qualified candidates and pastors in 

the churchôs mission and ministry, and 

memorializing the ELCA 2011 

Churchwide Assembly to implement 

ministry policy actions ñas soon as 

reasonably possible,ò and, 

Memorializing the 2011 Churchwide 

Assembly to request a report by the 

ELCA Office of the Presiding Bishop 

to the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assem-

bly on actions stemming 

from implementing resolutions in-

cluded in the ELCA social statement 

on human sexuality. 

In addition, our congregation was hon-

ored when our own Judith Mangubat was 

elected as a lay leader to the 2011 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly.  For more infor-

mation, check out the Synodôs summary 

of the Synod Assembly at http://

metrodcelca.org/events/synod-

assembly/2010-synod-assembly/spring-

session-2010/  

2010 Synod Assembly ï Spring Session 

Music Past and 

Future at Refor-

mation 

 
Summer is upon us 

again, heat and humid-

ity galore! Thankfully 

we have an excellent 

cooling system at the 

church, but in spite of it, I can understand 

why the choir goes on its annual summer 

hiatus starting in mid-June. They are hot 

under their choir robes up in the chancel!  

 

And so at the completion of this choir 

season 2009-2010, I want to thank all of 

our choir members from the bottom of 

my heart for all of their hard work. You 

bring a unique and precious energy to the 

worship services and to the life of this 

spiritual community.  

 

We've had a wonderfully productive sea-

son this past year and are gearing up for a 

new bunch of musical projects starting in 

the fall. We have started planning for 

performances in New York and in Paris 

of the Requiem that I composed and that 

we premiered at Reformation in 2009.  

We are also beginning a fund raising ef-

fort to support recording "Cantata Em-

manuel", which commemorated Refor-

mation's 140th anniversary.  We have a 

lot of work ahead of us!  But hopefully it 

will be a very exciting and rewarding 

year coming up.  

 

As always new singers are most welcome 

to join the choir. We train! Please keep 

this in mind... Next season we are plan-

ning to learn Poulenc's Gloria, as well as 

to bring back pieces from our vast musi-

cal archives. Reformation is gifted with a 

unique choral library that includes well 

over a thousand works. It's always re-

warding to dig into this treasure trove 

and rediscover works introduced by past 

music directors. 

 

I also want to thank the congregation for 

its support, appreciation and encourage-

ment of all that we do  musically at Ref-

ormation. Your continuing support truly 

inspires us in our musical ambitions. 

 

Musically yours, 

 

Paul Leavitt 

Director of Music and the Arts 

Message from  

The council met in June with Bishop Graham and the call committee to discuss Ref-

ormation's process for calling a new pastor, and the complementary roles of the 

council and the call committee in that process.  The call process will provide oppor-

tunity for involvement of all congregants; indeed, the greater the breadth of involve-

ment, the greater opportunity the process holds for us. 
  

The call committee will hold its first meeting July 22.  Meanwhile, the council will 

gather for a mid-year retreat day on Saturday, July 17.  We look forward to moving 

into the second half of the calendar year and preparing for fall activities. 
 

Peace,  

Amy Northcutt President, Reformation Congregation Council 

the Council President  

James Carstensen, Ivy Finkenstadt, 

 Suzanne Hazard, Larry King, Craig Middlebrook.   

Absent was Alesia Frerichs. 

Call Committee Installation 

photo by Lisa Nipp  
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June 28, 2010 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is 

both heartbreaking and infuriating. It 

causes deep sorrow, both for the initial 

loss of human life and for the deep and 

lasting damage to an ecology that pro-

vides life and livelihoods for so many of 

God's creatures. At the same time we 

grieve that the natural beauty of this re-

gion, a sign of God's marvelous creativ-

ity, has been defiled. 
 

Moving to indignation and anger over the 

neglect and carelessness that led to this 

disaster, both in private industry and in 

government regulation, is understand-

able. However, to do so without recog-

nizing the responsibility we all share as 

consumers of petroleum products, as 

investors in an economy that makes in-

tensive and insistent energy demands, 

and as citizens responsible for the care of 

creation -- lacks credibility and integrity. 

An honest accounting of what happened 

(and what failed to happen) must include 

our own repentance. 
 

Nonetheless, God remains faithful in 

restoring the creation and human com-

munity. Among the voices that despair 

and condemn, we have a witness of hope 

to proclaim. 
 

First, God, who made the creation and 

made it good, has not abandoned it. Day 

after day God sustains life in this world, 

and the powerful vitality of God's crea-

tion, though defiled, is not destroyed. 

The life-giving power of God's creative 

goodness remains at work, even in the 

Gulf of Mexico. The Spirit will continue 

to renew the face of the earth (Psalm 

104:30, as we just sang at Pentecost). All 

who care for the earth and work for the 

restoration of its vitality can be confident 

that they are not pursuing a lost cause. 

They serve in concert with God's own 

creative and renewing power. 
 

Moreover, the human family need not 

drown in a flood of suspicion and re-

crimination that is more toxic and more 

lasting than the oil that floods the Gulf 

can ever be. The cleansing waters of bap-

tism in Christ -- who died not for the 

righteous, but for the unrighteous -- bring 

forgiveness and reconciliation with God. 

In this reconciled life with God we have 

the freedom to move beyond mutual con-

demnations and hostility to give a power-

ful witness of a reconciled community 

that lives in service of the creation and the 

neighbor. By refusing to surrender to the 

toxicity of recrimination, we can convince 

others that they can join us safely in the 

life and service of this community. 
 

Responding to a challenge of this size and 

complexity will call upon countless in-

sights and skills, embodied in hundreds of 

occupations and trades, and upon the col-

lective strength and will of us all. God's 

Holy Spirit has abundantly blessed the 

human community with the gifts needed 

to do this work. We can do it with sober 

confidence, good will and even joy. 
 

There are times for mourning and for re-

pentance, as well as for reconciliation and 

commitment to the creation's care. They 

come at different moments for different 

people. As you serve in your communi-

ties, I commend to you resources for wor-

ship, study and action that express the 

hope of Christians who see God's creative 

goodness, Jesus' forgiving reconciliation 

and the Spirit's abundant gifts for service. 

This is a moment when the human com-

munity needs to hear a word of true hope, 

and we have one to speak. 
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The Lord is good to all, and his compas-

sion is over all that he has made. 
 

- Psalm 145:8-9 
In God's grace, 

 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 

Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

Greening Reformation and Your 
Home with Solar Power 

 

As we continue to see dramatic remind-

ers of the environmental consequences of 

our reliance on fossil fuels, taking steps 

to reduce our carbon footprint can collec-

tively make a difference.  There are sev-

eral members of Reformation that are 

now producing renewable solar power. 

Solar panels are installed on the roof of 

your home -- sending electricity directly 

to your electric box and into the grid.  As 

you become an energy producer, you 

receive credit on your bill -- dropping 

your electricity costs.  These systems are 

affordable due to generous incentives 

offered by the District and Federal gov-

ernment.  In April, Mike Barrette in-

stalled a new system that will reduce his 

electricity bills by about half.  Rebates 

covered 100% of the system cost.  You 

can go solar for free -- to find out more, 

talk to Mike, or join the Capitol Hill En-

e r g y  C o o p e r a t i v e  ( i n f o  a t 

www.capitalhillenergycoop.org). 
 

Reformation Church is a prime candidate 

for solar power.  St. John's has a flat roof 

that offers unobstructed views to the 

south.  The Council approved a proposal 

to put solar panels on St. Johnôs this 

year!  If this project moves forward, the 

Church can expect to save more than 

$100,000 over the life of the solar panels 

-- helping the environment and saving us 

money. 
 

On October 16th, the Capitol Hill Energy 

Coop will be holding a Solar and Sus-

tainable Home Tour and Fair, which will 

be held at Reformation. 
 

This is a great opportunity to meet with 

neighbors and businesses to discuss how 

to green your home.  Please mark this 

date on your calendars.  We are looking 

for volunteers on the day of the event.   

Please let Mike know if you can help. 

(michael.barrette@verizon.net). 
Results of Membership Campaign for 

National Lutheran Home Auxiliary  
 

For the past two months, parishioners 

have been renewing their commitment to 

the Auxiliary of the National Lutheran 

Home in Rockville, Maryland.  We now 

have 70 memberships totaling $1,410!  

While this yearôs formal membership 

campaign has ended, those who still wish 

to join may contribute at any time by 

making a check payable to ñThe Auxil-

iary, NLHò and giving it to Bonnie 

Franklin, Flossie Heckman, Christine 

Pommerening-Berry, Helen Vigness, or 

Emma Harrington.  The minimum dues 

are $5; the maximum is at your discre-

tion.  This strong show of support is most 

appreciated! 


