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Dear Reformation Family and Friends, Message from

A | ast Past or\s#or! Mg e the Council

| 6ve really put of aboupPrasidept for

the simple reason that it brings a meas
of sadness to me.
and at the same time a lot of difficulty
saying anything. One thing needs to bg
expressed | thank you from the bottom
of my heart for the privilege of having

been able to live and work among you g~
a Pastor these past ten years. My hearf
has been filled to overflowing by being g
your midst.

We have touched ea
many ways. We have shared strengths
weaknesses. It is my prayer that the su
of our relationships over this period of time will have served to edify
the inner life of Church of the Reformation, preparing this exception
community of faith on Capitol Hill for the wondrous experiences of

Christés Spirit that 1ie in

by our Mission Statemen: Wi t h t he Hel of

p
cated to the care and
ful i and a lot to understand. | think St. Paul would have been very
proud to serve a congregation with this mission statement. It embo
and gives expression to the
Paul deeply understood and proclaimed. | know that | have been
blessed.

| 6ve given reference to our mi

E)eﬁr Fe{lov(\s Mergbgr@

By now you will have received the invi-
tation t o Pastor
Sending to b@m i
held on Sun:
day, June 28
at 4:.00 p.m.
do hope yol
can attend th
Service an(
the reception t(
folldwe S Thdt
Sunday will be
Pastor 6
day in the pul
pit with us ang
&Jur opportunity
to thank him for his inspiring work dur-

Craig Haas

i t &g the past {gnryears and to wish him

Br

our best in the new adventures that await
When | first came to Reformation in the summer of 2001, | was takehim.

t It il ddPbe Yur oPpBriunkty itotsay
and support a faith community called in the name of Christ and dedigoodby e .
Treatissammputhi W qir do fil 9 Goddbdy € 0 cirse &t

I 6 m

phrase AGod be wit

ast weeks with Pastor Braaten, let us

sur e

t

h

gec‘p that meaning in_our hearts as we

0 G gaPoflr gobtiBydd $h& Go® be witkeHind

in whatever he does and wherever he

goes.

Blessings to you all
SS|gony st atement

these years in my sermons, focusing on its parts as well as the whol&"8§ Haas

its vision. It has given to me a frame of reference, and | know that it

will serve you well in the time to conieuntil the time you as a com-
munity are grasped by another vision that gives rise to a different m
sion statement. The Holy Spirit will guide you in this, in a creative
partnership with your new Pastor.

Reformation is an exceptional and beloved community. | look back
over theVisitors that have been issued in the past few years and | se

the record of tremendous vitality, gifted leadership, congregational e

siliency and creative involvement in the dimensions of Christian con

Liturgical Sending for
Pastor Braaten
June 26th 4:.00pm in
Sanctuary
¢ Reception to follow in
~ the Parish Hall

n-

212 East Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20003

202-543-4200
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2 Pastor Braaten Speaks

munity and ministry on the part o
the people of Reformation. At
the same time, | know that you
have as yet so much to do and e
perience together as a faith com
munity with respect to your mini
try in both word and deed, and
prophetic witness on Capitol Hill.
It is almost as if you have only
just begun.

| encourage each one of you to
take upon yourself that exciting
responsibility of helping to create
Ref or mat iichalging thd
Spirit, and helping each other.
Take the initiative to assume tas
that needto be doriet hey d
have to be longerm commit- i
ments in order to be incredibly | 75
important and helpful. Venture ’

Into creative ministrie$ actions y
of love and caring that are waitin { i
for you to embody. Step up and

step in where you are needed '
and where you see a place to fit ig Vo
If nothing else, clean the wax off SRS
of the pew pads. ‘!, ,}i;
This is a wonderful time to step up= =
and step in your new pastor will
need you, your sisters and broth
ers at Reformation will need you
and Christ needs you to fulfill the
work to which the Spirit has
called you in this place. Why
should anyone be left out? Why
would you want to be left out?
You have many gifts among yéu
use them well to the glory of Goo
and believe: that the Holy Spirit
has uniquely gifted and prepared
the pastor who will be among yo
soon for the task of equipping
you, the Saints of God, for minis

try. g
May the Lord watch between you.

and me as we journey in faith int ..
what lies ahead!

In Peace and Love,
Pastor Braaten



Synod Assembly 2011

Synod Assembly Gathers; Approves Kakf@alestine Resolution
By Jeff Eshelman e

Representatives from Church of the Reformation attended the Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Sy i y

sembly in early May which approved many resolutions, including one regarding the recognition of \ "‘lw)

.

Kairos-Palestine document, introduced by Pastor Braaten and the Middle East Working Group.

During Lent this year, members of the Reformation congregation studied the-Raisstine document.
It was written by a group of Palestinian Christians who urge churches worldwide to recognize thei
ings in the Holy Land conflict. The resolution also calls on the church to look at its investment and pension fundsuemake
they arenét supporting activities in the Holy Landema-hat m
tional law.

phdfii‘ by Lisa Nipp

Other resolutions that were adopted include:
-Advocating Against Bullying, Harassment and Related Violence. Taking bullying, harassment and related forms of violence
seriously receives attention in this adopted resolution.
-Human Rights Violations Against the Oromo People. The-baitig of the Oromo people is the focus of this adopted resolu-
tion with encouragement for prayer amdjuest for developmental and military aid to the government of Ethiopia being
tied to compliance with internationaihgcognized human rights agreements.

Synod Council Vice President Dr. John White spoke about the congregations that have recently left the ELCA due tortke decisio
of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly on human sexual#y9 out of 10,600 ELCA congregations have voted to leave. But, Dr.

White noted that no congregations in the Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod have left and said this is due to an é@arly comm
ment to get along and to trust each other.

I n his report, Bi shop Richard Graham struck a chordgawith
tions. He said, AFor me personally, all the issuegegaf ch
tion council or call committee to talk about the pr mosess
can be energized and renewed in the call process. 0

I n addition to Pastor Braaten, Reformationébés represesmtat.i

administrator and small group coordinator, and Jeff Eshelman, who serves on church council. Judith Manguii€, Metro
Synodébés representative to the ELCAG6s Churchwide Assembl vy,

The theme of the 2011 Assembly, which will meet again in

This is truly a time of transition for the My FirSt WordS are My LaSt WOde...

entire Reformation community! Pastor
Braaten is a wise, compassionate, and tant with full support from the entire Ref-
aut hentically | ovi orgatiboneandenity Heds had
positive impact on many of our lives,
and he will truly be missed! As a fellow
member of this community, | too will be
transitioning out of the Office Assistant
position. | have worked alongside some
truly remarkable people since my start
here in 2009. The valuable life lessons

and relationships that | have acquired ard realize however, that many of you still
forever embedded in my heart. may not know who | am. | am a member

of your Reformation family. | have par-

ticipated in your Installations, Baptisms,

Prayer Requests, Small Group Meetings,

etc. | have read every Gospel and every
salm.

photo by Lisa Nipp

As your Reformation Office Assistant, |
have thoroughly enjoyed expressing my
creativity by redesigning the website,
formatting The Visitor, producing post-
ers, the weekly bulletin, and even serving
as a guest soloist.

My introduction to Reformation was via
Pastor McNeill, when she hired me to
teach a Stress Management course at
Southeast Ministry (which | still teach)
circa 2003. | later moved to New Orleans

to pursue my career as a professional | had the wonderful opportunity to sing : -
vocalist, and returned to the area after i Paris with many of you. It was truly a 10 an end, my memories & relationships

surviving Hurricane Katrina. Upon my  life changing experience. | aeternally &€ everlasting. | pray that you continue
return, both Southeast Ministry and Ref- grateful for all of the support that | re- to manifest the LOVE of the ever living
ormation welcomed me with open arms. Feived to make that trip a reality. God with everyone you encoungesst as

X | ;
transitioned into the role of Office Assis- Although my time at Reformation comes you have done with met Au Revoir


http://metrodcelca.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/11synasmwebbullyingharassment.pdf
http://metrodcelca.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/11synasmweboromo.pdf

& Pearls from the parish administrat

O Bv.
B

| began writing this article with mixed emotion | r eady mi ssi ng Pastor Braatenods
caring ways. | will miss the spiritual leader who pushed me to question and to get answers for myself; | will
miss the teacher; | will miss the one with a passion for peace and justice; | will miss the one who takes care of
every person in need who comes to the door; | will miss the person who listens and cares about every passion of those on his
staff ; and | will miss the person who gave me an opportunity that has helped me grow tremendously in my faith journey and my
world view- | will miss the person who is Pastor BraaterAt the same time, | am happy for him, as he will be embarking on a
new phase of his journey with time for research, reflection and writing, all of which are very difficult fetim&pastoto real-
ize to its fullest. Typical of Pastor Braatenhe is focusing on a project that has been stirring in him for some timeithhelpy
ot her pastors interpret Pauldés writings in a new wiy for the
ward to his sharing the results of his work.

@)
o

At the same time, | am looking forward to preparing for and welcoming a new pastor.

As the small group readinthisOdd and Wondrous Calingas observed, pastors are not actor
dance troupe, in which each one of us contributes a@ somewhat
becomes more and more apparent that while there are times th

munity to take responsibility for the care and feeding of our pastor. As we welcome someone new, it is prudent to pnépare. W
the Call Committee and the Council are doing a terrific job of thinking through the best way to prepare, the readibgdaf this
with real life stories in the lives of two pastors, is giving us new insight and forcing us to think about ways in wrdamakec

life easier for one who is new to our congregation. | encourage you to read it, discuss it, and carry its messadeafuirgo the

Shifting gears, | want to call your attention to a new discovery of mine. Just a week ago, | pulled up the web sitenefargaho

newspaper and was surprised to find an article about a smart phone application developed by the daughter of a forimey pastor a

home church. | think you may find this interesting and helpfespecially the technomadics out there! Laura Goldberger, who

( for five vye aktuthgranWaman fodaye dh & sDaityiGmeet gdrthef oncompani ono that of
inspirational faith reflection every day. The application was written for Women of the ELCA and is available for bdtbrbe iP

and iPod Touch. For more information, or to purchas®tily Graceapplication, visit iTunes dtttp://itunes.apple.com/us/app/
wdailygrace/id425207945

In closing, | pray for a smooth transition for Pastor Braaten and Jenrgfet for everyone many beautiful, relaxing summer
days!

Requiem Premier in Paris



http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wdailygrace/id425207945
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wdailygrace/id425207945

5 Requiem Premier in Paris!

The European Hartung Piano Dedication
premiere of t_he Concert

Leavitt Requiem

with the NYC The Hartung Steinway Dedication Re-
Master Chorale cital took place on Saturday, April 9th a
and friends was 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary and was well
one of those attended. We are most grateful to Linda
events in alife  Hartung for remembering us with this
that one never  beautiful piano now gracing the chancel;
forgets! ltwas  available for services and concerts alik
most certainly

photo by LisaNipp one of the peak Musically yours,
experiences of  Paul Leavitt

my life as a composer and as a musmanDlreCtOf of Music & Arts
-- and for our traveling group from
Church of the Reformation, an event tha @
they will remember for the rest of their
lives.

As part of their global initiative for the
Water Summit, the Rotary Club of Paris
invited the New York City Master Cho-
rale to sing at denefit concertat the
Eglise St. Sulpice in Paris, France on
Friday, April 29th. We partnered with '1
the NYC Master Chorale and created a | i
festival choir, which included all of the ‘ . ‘
singers in our church choir and other i
singers from the vast choral community || ',‘
in the DC area.. Ninety nine singers fro
Washington and NYC converged on
Paris on Easter Monday to prepare for ;%
the concert on Friday. Our concert com-g3
mittee organized travel for some sixty |
people-- for our singers and groupies |
from the congregation. The concert was
attended by roughly one thousand peop

: |
and very well received. ncert ReceptiofRotary Club offPari

Many, many thanks to Church of the
Reformation for the key role our congre-
gation has played in the success of this
endeavor. The chorus and soloists were
extremely well prepared to sing with a
different orchestra, in a splendid, thoug
unfamiliar, setting. The two concerts and
all of the rehearsals at the church made
the group ready to raise the roof of St.
Sulpice. The performance received a
very warm standing ovation in the end.

The following day, the entire group met
on the Passerelle des arts between the
Institut de France and the Louvre Mu-
seum and gave a flash concert in the latg
afternoon, singing Maurice Duruflé's
arrangement of "Ubi Caritas", where
charity and love prevail. Many people
stayed for a picnic of camembert and
baguette as the sun set on the Seine. It
was indeed one of those magical weeks
filled with Spirit, music, art, and fellow-

ship.

Eglise.St. Sulpice Paris, France



utheast M inistry

Dear All, oral communication skills, which we The sad note recently has been the friend
know helps them become employed or that we both share Chester Hart- who

| hope this finds improve their employmentl am going has been dealing with health challenges. |

everyone well  to excerpt what one of our students, Ant-hope he knows that he is continually in

and, in spite of wan B., wrote to go into the record when the prayers of many, and | will leave it

high pollen the adult education budget was being by saying only you don't realize all of

counts, feeling  discussed. what a person does until they are no

% | the special en- " am 28 years old, and | reside in longer around doing # and with a smile

|| ergy and sense Washington, DC.I have 3 kids, and | | might add.
of re”ewf?" that was recently paroled to Hope Village Finally, | would be remiss if | did not
comes with halfway house.l enrolled in Southeast also take this opportunity to publicly

Ex. Dir Vala Jé’ igrrl\r/]gl-eldh;[\ﬁe Ministry's GED program to obtain my thank Pr. Braaten. | have treasured his

. GED so | can further my education and role as a confidant and a teach&here
beauty and the numper. of birds at the try to start my cleaning business. It's  have been a humber of times over the last
feeder when | am drinking my MOMING  pard for me and others who are comingtwo years when he has reached into his
.coffee. (Woodpegkers, cardinals, blue home from prison to start fresh in soci- network and made introductions or sim-
1ays, fmches, chickadees, the doveg)d ety when there aren't any adult pro- ply ensured that SEM was on someone's
we have Just exhausted my recognition grams being funded in our communi-  radar. Conrad Braaten you are the very
of types of b'Fds)-' also _Iove when | see ties. If you cut the funding for these definition of sincerity and earnestneds.
the smaller birds knocklng the seed out programs, the illiteracy rate in our com- will miss you.
of the feeder and the Sq“'”e.'s.ar.‘d doves munity will increase, and we will be in a
eat on the ground !lterally W't.h'n mches worse position then before we went to Valarie Ashley United Way # 8740
of _each other Charity and loving one’s prison. . .The adult education program Executive Director CFC# 95794
neighbor! that | am in now is teaching me to help 2025622636 (0)
The last time around | shared with you  my kids in certain areas that | wasn't
our good news about the fix up through able to help them in beford=or in-
Deloitte Impact Day and Rebuilding stance, now | can help them with their
Together on June 10thWell, the next homework."
bit of good news is that we were awarde
a grant by the District Department of the
Environment through their NeRrofit
Energy Efficiency Program, aka

The Property
L m fd

q\s you all know, even though SEM is a L mraqge

separate 501(c)3, it is an outreach minig Corner

try of Reformation. The church as a

, . body, and you as individual members,
NEE'.D' Thgy are going to come in and. are absolutely phenomenal in the way
do things like weatherize doors and win-

d dd insulati h i that you open your hearts, your prayers ’ Ay
JOWS, acld Insulation, change out our g your resources to us, but as | near .\ TNV expect to be finished
lighting fixtures, etc, etcThe energy Y, P

; . two year mark of joining SEM | must this summer.
audit that they performed to determine ive a special shout out to the board of As always, there are the
our need suggests that we may see a sa¥g\ The bylaws are written in such a | unforeseen repairs that have to be taken

ings on our gas and electric bills of al- o that most are members of Reformg.care of, and last week, we had to replace
most $1800/yearAs funding sources 0 o4 | am overwhelmed by their |@ small roof on the northwest corner of
start to dry up, or give less as a function 4o 5ication and commitment to the mis- | the sanctuary after water leaked into the
of our sill struggling economy, that'is - o ang vision of SEM. Itis not unusugibuilding. At the same time, the roofer
the equivalent of about two months of ¢ 6 44 st with colleagues who com- | repaired all of the gutters on the building
transportation.We help participants with J\-i 2hout not having a quorum and | and also replaced some sections that were
tokens, farecards and SmartTrip cards togeneral board member apathy when th¢glamaged- so we are going to stay dry

The renovation of 226
East Capitol Street is
going as planned, and |

come to class and to help with getting to oot |4 js not unusual for me to have | during the spring storms.l 61 | have
job interviews or jobs until they geta 1504 attendance. do not, for even one | repair the ceiling in the hallway where the
first paycheck. second, take it for granted. came in | water leaked as soon as it dries olt6 m

Once again this year, we have taken stuwhen Steven Most was President, and | currently repairing the interior wall in the
dents down to the John A Wilson Build- now I have the privilege of working with| Southeast side of the sanctuary after some
ing to listen to testimony in hearings and Alesia Frerichs as Presideritzy Finken- |leaks from a damaged gutter in that sec-
in some instances, to provide testimony stadt is VP, Suzanne Hazard is Treasuidion of the building.

themselvesl am no longer amazed, but and LaTanya Wright (a community )
| am still dismayed by how many don't member) is our Secretarsteven contin-| If you have any questions or concerns
know where the Wilson Building is or  ues on the board along with Julie Hasleffegarding the properties, please let me
how our government functions or the faciRev. Richard Hoehn, Rebecca Lindhurg Know.

that they have a right to make their Jim Meyer and Emily Price (another
voices heard.The purpose, of course, is community member)We will be re- Ragnar U. Thorsesen
to help them become better citizens and cruiting soon for new members as term thorsesen@reformationdc.org
community members, but it also allows expire, and | hope that some of you will
them to practice both their written and  be interested in taking on this mantle.

o7




7 By: Anne Sanyi Youth & Family Updates

Vacation Bible Schoolis not just =
for kids and their parents; it is for our en: D
tire congregation to wrap around our

young ones for a full week and show the .

how much we love them and how much : : ;
God loves them. You certainly do NOT Grow in Faith. Have Fun. Change the World.

have to be a professional to do the job!

If you are young or old, know every bible story or none at all, but have a passion for watching youth @slaeRaRRE: )|
our church, then | want your help with VBS. Whether you can volunteer for the week, one day, or justpre 3
pare a snack, please call me! We can talk about where your gifts are and how you can pass that along to our young generation.

Vacation Bible School will be held Augustl® from 9:0011:30 am. We will be expanding on our theme from last year, continu-
ing to talk about the ways we can care for Godds crpleasd i on
call Anne Sanyi at the church office (202) 54300.

Luther 500

Eight high schoolers and three adults will soon be on their way

LOST I n . to Germany for the Luther 500 Festival!l On June 19, we will
roﬁﬁ =] |. ‘ travel to Wittenberg for a week long stay. We will take day trips

PRESENTS
THE

to Erfurt, Eisleben, and Berlin. We will be immersing ourselves
in our Lutheran heritage, as well as having a whole lot of fun

. with other Lutheran youth from around the world.
We cannot thank you enough for your generous donations over
. the past few months to help make this trip possible. We realize

how blessed we are, knowing that very few other churches

!' E S T I V A L would be able to take a trip of this size, and certainly not in the
]UNE PAOEZASIEZA0 BB amount of time we had to raise funds. We could not make this
possible without your support.

5t Gucichilelo bl Aieeaniiaicl T he youth are preparing for the trip with regular meetings to
Rt el (carn about German culture and completing a book study on
Martin Luther. On top of that, they are continuing to fundraise.
They have done an amazing amount of work and have raised $11,000 so far. But that means we have $5,000 left to ge! If you he
not given a scholarship, | encourage you to consider giving one now. Our final payment is due very soon, and we need you.

Over the next few months, please send your prayers our way. | encourage you to find one of our high schoolers and share with
them what you know about being Lutheran or visiting Germany. Those going include:

Valerie Commerford Nick Heim Reese Frerichs Quintin Frerichs
Daniel Commerford David Heim Jocelyn Donahue Brittany Cowden
Brian Hornbecker Anne Sanyi Peter Heim

Easter Eqg Hunt

The Easter egg hunt was a great time for all our youth at Reformation! Our high schoolers helped hide the eggs androur younge
youth did a great job of finding them! Thank you to Jane Tobler and her family for the preparation of the eggs. And tltank you
the Teets family for the donation of the stuffed bunnies.

Youth Ministry Certification School

As you may know, for the past nine months, | have been working on obtaining my Youth Ministry Certificate from Gettysburg
Seminary. Each month | spent one weekend at the seminary, learning from experts from all over the United States arsd two profe
sors from Germany. The class ended in April with a final paper and presentation. | presented a long range plan forggguth mini

at Reformation. My hope is it will be a great way for our new pastor to quickly become acquainted with the strength®e-of our p
gram, as well as the needs we will have in the future. | also look forward to the opportunity to share my plan wittcibandoun
congregation in the near future.

This class has been an invaluable experience for me, and | hope that translates in the experiences our youth haveost Reformat
Thank you for your financial support to make this possible, as well as your continued prayers and encouragement. | am truly
blessed to serve all of you and the youth of Reformation.

Notice of Confirmation on June 5-10:00 AM Worship Service
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