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FROM'TI— ‘' The churchoés se
P ASTOR the four weeks before Christmas,
are supposed to be times of pa-

tience and preparation. But these
Dear Friends, days, December in the United

States seems full of business and
First of alk--thank you for the gra- busyness. | enjoy the parties,
cious and warm welcome you decorating, and feasting. But |
have given my family and me. already anticipate the stress, wea
From the warm handshakes and riness, and bloatedness of the hu
smiles to gifts of food and fellow- tle and bustle. | also know that
ship, Judy, Maija, Karland lhaves o met i mes t he w
enjoyed these first weeks of get- leaves little space for acknowledg
ting to know you. | am excited ing our actual loneliness, grief ang
about getting to know all of you confusion.
over the next months.

@)

This Advent | hear God inviting
| 6m especi al |y blsaoohkldthedhappiressara thd The Daily Breadand other devo-
visiting the c osagnessmensiorowitlbae am-o tioeal booklets are available at the
bound members and friends the other. Then God will move us  sanctuary entrance. Qime, | rec-
week of Decembe ntoddeeper, mor@ authenbicrrealangmend Advent and Christmas
Advent and Christmas treats fromity. A reality marked by honest fimap o at
other congregational membd&rs  lament, faithful hopefulness, just www.spiritualityandpractice.com

and especially | will sharethegospeace and Godods and the dhily meditapon ensmilsn c e .

pel message: God is with you! from www.HenriNouwen.org

Also, please let me know if there One way | 611 seek Godobés guidance
is a homebound friend of yours into a more spiritual realitythis | 6d | i ke to hear
that would welcome a visit. Advent will be to make an Advent tual practices during Advent.

A

wreath and lightiteachday. What 6 s hel pful f o
For a f ew mo newsenseis nlisding? Plsaset
silently. T heanail o chat with meeatacdurcla.

w Drief scripture passage and

meditation fromChrist in God bless us all with space for

Our Home This may take grace this Advent.

all of five minutes, but in

those brief moments | trust Peace be with you,

my heart will be opened to

the presence of God. P&$6\/‘ M

| invite you to take up a Rev. Michael D. Wilker
similar devotional practice. Senior Pastor
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2 A Letter from the Council President

Dear Fellow Members,

This is my | ast chance to address you as the congregation
serve, and | think we all appreciate what an exciting year it has been, culminating in the wonderful installation sexagite for

Wil ker . |l &m not going to do a recap of the year, dtopt | h
ics.

First, do you have any favorite festivals out of tidiseorchur
maybe Reformation Sunday. |l 6m going to go out on aemti mb,

the same as yours. The festivals | look forward to the most are All Saints Sunday and Christ the King Sunday. Lethme explai
why. You see, most of the other special Sundays of the church year commemorate things that have happened. They point to th
past. But if you think about All Saints and Christ the King Sundays, they are looking forward, to what will come. ,Afiereall

day in the future, we, too, will be numbered among the saints who from their labors rest. We will be a part of therblest com

ion, shining in glory with our Lord. Likewise, someday in the future Christ will truly reign as King, crowned with mamsgcrow

the Lamb upon the throne. Give some thought to that. The knowledge sends chills down my spine, knowing what is in store for
us. And so | look forward to those festivals, which give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Second, | hope you feel the excitement in our congregation now, with a new future before us. | deeply honor the work Pastor
Braaten did on our behalf and thank God for his ti omdswit h
the future with Pastor Wil ker. What that wil/ brinlg we ¢
are living in our newly renovated parsonage. We have an intern coming to join us in January. A new council will zkee$eir

in December, and they, too, will have new ideas about how to nurture us as a beloved community and inspire us in mew directio
God has wonderful things in store for Reformation and longs for us to walk with Him into new days.

Finally, | urge you to be a part of the future as well. There is so much to do! If | have one request of you it igikatprayer-
ful consideration as to how you can help. Join a committee, sing with the choir, help out with assembling the Visiisar, teolun
help with repairs to our property, attend one of the study groups, or all of the above. We have a venerable past. tdlentsyour
to creating the future God intends for all of us.

Blessings to you all,

Craig Haas
Financial Report| October 31, 2011
Jani Oct.
2011 2011
Budget Actual
Receipts $ 823,013| $ 655,859*
Benevolence and Outreach (106,000)| (123,870)*
Operating Expenses (586,404) (464,303)
Debt Service (41,000) (29,5@®)
Capital Improvements (95,000) (70,204)
Exc_ess L_oan _ REFORMA“ON'S
Refinancing Applied to
General Fund Expenses 19,311

** Includes food pantry and other mission receipts and offsetting
disbursements not included in the budget. HE L H

Mortgage Loan Balance: $426,234
Window Restoration Fund balance left to fund: $174 (plus plagues,
Covered by pledges

Submitted on behalf of the Church Council
Suzanne Hazard, Financial Secretary
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> _Installation of Reverend Michael Wilker 8y e sone

bers with power to be witnesses of the  craig Haas,

Gospel. Council Presi-

dent, and Larry
Al n Michael WiIkerKingy(gqgirpelfL
and compassionate witness of the Gos- ggn of the Call
pel, 0 Pastor Schar ednmhtgel d
sionate and soul f ukhenR&stbP

o o ) ) Pastor Wilker
Liturgical Minister David Stawick lead  to the symbols [

inspiring Prayers of the People for the  of pastoral min-
Lordds bl essing angyydhyne dar
end Wilker and the congregation. sanctuar$ the

pulpit, the com-
Wendy Moen, Pastor of Trinity Lutheran munion table,
Church in DC, presided during the instal-the baptismal
lation part of the service. She asked Reront and the door. He was met by con-

erend Wilker and the congregation for  gregation representatives at each point,

their commitments to each other. who called him to preach and praise the
] i . Lord, and baptize and send the congrega-
Reverend Wilker affirmed that he will  tjon into the world to strive for justice

love, serve and pray for this congrega- and peace.

tion, preach and teach according to Holy
The congregation of the Lutheran ChurctScripture and the Lutheran Confessions, pastor Moen and Craig Haas then wel-
of the Reformation officially installed and lead by his own example of faithful comed Pastor Wilker to his new role, and
Reverend Michael Wilker as its new Senservice and holy living. the congregation responded with long
ior Pastor on November 19. The installa- applause.
tion took place during a joyous worship Congregation members and many cleri-
service filled with poignant music, touch-cal and lay friends of the Wilker family  The service included many of Pastor

ing scripture and mutual commitments ofwho were present promised to receive  wj | ker 6s favorite hyn
love, support and prayer. He is the Reverend Wilker asiiba ktabfdPpsomessren-t h
twel fth Seni or Pas gesandjprayfolhenf Theypledged®n  § Heaveno b Dani el
142-year history. hel p and honor hi madapdautifilinéw s¥tthg 0¥p§5§|m ssa ke
and to live tOgether with him in the peacecomposed by Director of Music Paul
Pastor Christian Scharen, Assistant Pro-and unity of Christ. Leavitt. Included in the service was a
fessor of Worship and Theology at Lu- happy new hyma-i Be We | ¢ o me d
ther Seminary, gave the sermon based oAfter these mutual promises were made,T h i s H o {-cpmpBsedsby Radl
Luke 24:4453, the storyPabtdesdMo@napc o aihgihs by Bhi nfefie®lllie Jofed €
sion to heaven. He said that as Jesus  office of senior pastor is now committed in honor of Pastor Wilker.
blessed His disciples and gave power to to you in the name of the Father, and of
them, so He blesses Reformaton mem-t he Son, and of t henelhfdilaion Sehvicd wad folléwed by
a reception in the parish hall where
Council President Craig Haas presented
Pastor Mike with the
of a new portable communion set. Larry
King formally thanked the Call Commit-
tee members for their 15 months of work
to call a new Pastor. The voting members
included James Carstensen, Ivy Finken-
stadt, Suzanne Hazard, Julie Jones, and
Craig Middlebrook. The Committee al-
ternates were Philip Moeller, Wally
Rossmiller and Del Voss.
The congregation then celebrated the
new day in Reformatio

cious potluck food and beverages beauti-
fully coordinated and presented by Parish
Life leader Kay King, Robert Paul, and
Steve Sowers, and others.



