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Lutheran Church of
Reformation Goes Solar!

During the service on October", Ref-
ormation Church had a ceremony cele-
brating the installation of 75 new solar
panels that have been installed on a
churchowned office building adjacent to
the sanctuary. The project provides a

high level of visibility since the church is
A N N U A L IVI E E T I N G located only one block from the Supreme

Court and two blocks from the US Capi-
tol. This project is an outgrowth of the

On Sunday, November 21we will have goint service at 10:00 AM, followed by a . :
luncheon and annual meetingn the Parish Hall. The meeting is for approval of the{1 Stewardship of Creat
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2011 operating budget and election of new council members. To help you prepare for? t is seeking to fig
the budget discussion approvalidget forumsare scheduled fd@:45 AM on No- Installing solar panels reduces our reli-
vember 7 in the Fireside Room and again November 14in the Parish Hall. ance on fossil fuels, which contribute to

climate change, groundwater contamina-
tion (e.g., from mountaintop mining),
surface water pollution (oil spills, etc),
and air pollution (e.g., mercury emissions
from coal power plants). The more lo-
cally-produced renewable energy, the
less need we have for fossil fuels. Refor-
mationds 17kW system
only the second one installed on a church
in Washington, DC, and we hope that
other churches will follow our model.

Reformation worked with Solar Solution,
LLC to get the solar panels installed.
The overall project cost was about

photo by Ragnar Thorese $85,000; however, available rebates cut
the overall cost down to only about
$15,000. Rebates vary significantly by
state, and are very strong in the District.
Reformation will lease the system over
five years, paying an annual fee for the
power generated, and will then own the
system after the five year term. When
the sun is shining, the panels feed elec-
tricity into the electric meter reducing

the need for energy produced by the local
power company. Over the lifetime of the
panels (about 25 years), Reformation will
save well over $100,000 through avoided
energy costs. We hope to see over the
next year that the panels are producing
close to 25% of our power, and future
efforts to improve the weatherization of
the church can also

reduce energy use. Continued on page 3

photalby Lisa Nipp
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Message from the Council President

The Council has been busy preparing for our Congregationgy Amy Northcutt

Meeting on Sunday, Novemb@l. At that meeting, we will

bring forward for your consideration a budget proposal for 2011, in addition to a
ple budget for 2012 (the 2012 sample budget is for informational purposes only).

We believe it is important to look at the two years together2@%1 is a transition ¢

year for the congregation; the 2011 budget reflects various preparations neces:
welcome a new pastor in 2012ikewise, as we approve a 2011 budget, we neec
be mindful of the financial requirements that will come with the 2012 fiscal year.

During these final two months of the fiscal and calendar year, please prayerfully
sider increasing your envelope givintVe are currently below projected income le
els.1 f we are to continue Reformation¢
ship at their current levels of activity, an increase in giving between now anénea
is essential.

Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Nov2inlenere we
will provide a full overview of preparations for welcoming a new pastbhe Call
Committee will report on its activities at that meeting as well.

Peace,

Amy

PlAm\ihy

Reformation Goes Solar continugd

Reformation has been working closely
with the congregation and community to
extend the reach of solar projects beyond

the church itself. FIN
Reformation hosted the first Annual So-

lar and Sustainable Homes Tour and Fair
that was put on by the Capitol Hill En-
ergy Cooperative. Adults and kids alikd
are very enthusiastic when seeing the

panels close up. One six year old on the Reformation Church

tour remar ked, AWqQqw, these are the first

real l'ive sol ar penels OV e

This enthusiasm has led more than thirty Fon |a| Fseporst ' %eptember 30, 2010

local families to go solar, and the recenf

event drew in about 46800 more peo- Jani Sep Jani Sep
ple that are now interested. General 2010 2010 2009
Booklets explaining how to go solar are Fund Budget Actual Actual
ngvov o?mnexgt oo s Receipts $467,000 $320,015 $343,852
www.capitolhillenergycoop.orgnd pho- || Disbursements $469,984 $333,207 $361,145
tos of the Church project and local homigs

are also posted on that website. Over/(Under) $ (2,984) $(13,192) $(17,293)

Gifts for Local and Global Mission and Ministries: $93,068

For more information, contact Mike Bar
rette atMichael.barrette@verizon.net

Average Weekly Envelope Giving: $5,967

Mike Barrette

Solar Director of Capitol Hill Energy Mortgage Loan Balance: $319,664
Cooperative and Member of the Church

of the Reformation

Submitted on behalf of the Church Council,
Suzanne Hazard, Financial Secretary

reaecd

Average Weekly General Fund Receipts: $8,205 (includes space use contributions)
Average Weekly General Fund Expenses: $8,543


http://www.capitolhillenergycoop.org
mailto:Michael.barrette@verizon.net

4 Pearls from the parish

administrator

By Diane Liesman
Activities abound at
Church of the Reforma-
tion, and | am delighted
to be so much a part of
all of it. The office routine was altered
somewhat in recent days with the visit ¢
Pastor Heita, as | spent time with her
introducing her to the Library of Con-
gress, my House of Representatives bi
study group, the U. S. Capitol building,
and the Supreme Court. She was very
impressed with the discussion by wome
Chiefs of Staff studying Galatians, the
beauty of all government buildings, and
the briefing about the work of the Su-
preme Court. It was such a privilege to
share these things with her and learn o
her mission in Namibia.

Small Groups
The small groups reading 1 Corinthiang

have completed the six week study of
Paul 6s letter to t
which he writes poetically and passion-
ately about what it means for the churc
to |ive as Chri st g
will begin to facilitate anew six week
study on2 Corinthians on Wednesday,
November 3, at 7:00 PM in Upper 220,
and Sunday, November 7 at 9:45 AM

i n St . . Jhskstudy svas ddvel-
oped by noted theologian N. T. Wright
and promises to help those who work
with this study feel the comfort to be
found in the suffering, death and resur-
rection life of Jesus. It is designed to
help us understand the Scripture in fres
new ways. Inthese small groups, we n
only learn and grow in faith, but we are
developing lasting relationships with

NS

O

others in the congregation. In a separat

article in this newsletter, you will learn
what is happening in the Creative Aging
Group. Come and join us, even if you
have not participated in any of the
small groups previously!

Bulletin Boards

I have placed a small bulletin board de-
signed especially for photos in the Parig
Hall. If you have a photo of recent
events that you would like to share,
please put your name on the back if yo
want it returned and slip it under the rib
bon.

I wish for all of you a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and safe travel if you are goingto b
with family afar. | will be with my sister
and her family for a week and pray that
the weather holds the snow can get
pretty deep in Northwest lowal!

SYNOD Assembly
Fall 2010

By Suzanne Hazard

2010 DC Synod Assembly Concludes

Pastor Braaten and Suzanne Hazard at-

tended the second session of the Synod paformation has been blessed with en-
Assembly on September 25 as represen

f

tatives of the congregation. You can

read t he
Jlﬁthttp://metrodceIca.orq/events/svnod

assembly/2018ynodassembly/

nMission Spending Plan
One of the significant actions at the
Synod Assembly is the adoption of the
Synod Mission Spending Plan for 2011
in the amount of $2 millioin this is
funded solely by the churches in our
Synod. It is lower than 2010 and repre-
sents the economic reality that unre-
stricted gifts from individual churches
are down. Fifty percent will go to the

n .
draft budget presented at the Spring
Syndd ‘Agsé(mblﬂ/ fhd & 434 coEﬁ)\f

result of the summdong thoughtful
di scernment

critically important at this time.

Afibenevol encebod

ing plan. For several years now, it has

who remembered Reformation in their
e?/vills) when funding from regular enve-

designated bequests to meet the full
5h$15,000 goal.

be confusing. What is our benevolence
I used for and why is it important? The

Plan: 50% goes to support ELCA staff

" 32% is allocated for Synod staff, office

Gettysburg Seminary; 5% goes toward
campus ministry at 5 universities in our

Synodds s

LCA, which is down from 55% in years )
&t Fh8 $yhofl Saff&rd detefated d&-tydhr of the™roung Adult
bated and prayed about this change. TheThe keynote address was provided by Dr.

The Reformation budget line itemcalled s pond ? 0
repréddeht soRefdhmaei pnése
contribution toward this mission spend- able for viewing at the web address noted

lope gifts was not enough. The congre-
I gational budget for benevolence for 2010skeptical of giving for church staff and

is $15,000, about half of what the Synod physical plant, but are generous givers to
requested. About $3,500 has been sent specific and meaningful causes. They
the Synod so far this year, and it may yetwant to know how their stewardship

be necessary to allocate funds from un-

Synod; 3% goes toward new mission
starts within the Synod; and the remain-
ing 5% goes to support other missions
and ministries within the Synod (e.g.,
camps/outdoor ministries, social justice
ministries such as Southeast Ministry).

‘dowments (Lyon and Taylor, to name

just two) that have enablEd our congre e}- on

of 8 Bifedtly sBpport mdn§ of thé S
Synod and ELCA ministries also sup-
ported through our benevolence gifts.
For 2011, your Council is looking at
ways to leverage these funds to continue
our support of these ministries through a
greater benevolence contribution to the
Synod, while at the same time earmark-
ing a portion of the Lyon Fund earnings
for the onetime purpose of calling a new
pastor. This proposal will be included in
the budget presented for congregational
approval on November 21.

Rodger Y. Nishioka, Professor of Chris-

biitibn$ian Education, Columbia Theological
to the ELCA. The increase to 50% is theSeminary. He helped us expand our un-

derstanding of the theme of the Assem-

pr oc e s blyitYbaadf tha Yloung Addtythmooigh 6 s
support of the ECLA is always vitaland t hr e e

stimul at:i
are Young Adults, o
Adults Seeking and How Do We Re-
and

above and may well be wonderful videos

Npeen difficult to meet our commitment, for us to watch during the adult education
PLind funds have been allocated from un-
designated bequests (gifts from membersdults look for quality, authentic relation-

hour. Dr. Nishioka told us that young

ships; ethical vitality and integrity, and
theological vitality and integrity. They
are wary of being formulaic. They are

makes a difference. Meeting in homes
and shared meals are attractive to them,
as is a focus on the Bible. Building rela-

For some Reformation members this mayionships is key. Intentional, consistent,

immediate communication (e.g., texting,
Twitter, Facebook) is their reality. A

- answer is found in the Mission Spending congregation can prepare to receive

young adults through intentional, sus-

and mission (you may have read that 65 tained prayer. If this sounds intriguing to
| ELCA employees were recently laid off); you, | highly commend watching the

videos of his presentation.

operations and related costs; 5% supports

Suzanne Hazard

ng p

re
i W

iStewards
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MESSAGE FROM THE CALL
COMMITTEE

The Call Committee wants to thank all of the members of our congregation who

ticipated in the Ministry Site Profile Sessions and to those that completed the Mini

Site Profile Questionnaire. As of October 20, 2010, 43 members participated in
sessions conducted after the services on 5 Sundays, and 64 members have con
the online questionnaire. The information provided through both of these vehicle
provided valuable information for the Call Committee to complete the final Minist
Site Profile. It is anticipated that the final Profile will be submitted to the ELCA &
to the Metro DC Synod by the end of November.

The final Ministry Site Profile will be made available for Reformation members ol

the final profile has been completed and transmitted to the ELCA and the Metro
Synod.

The next steps for the Call Committee include:

1. Set up a meeting with the Bishop and his staff to discuss the profile and to b
the process to identify potential candidates to be interviewed.

2. Begin the development of interview questions/protocols to be followed durin
interview process.

3. Develop an evaluation process to be used to determine whether the potentia
didates meet most, if not all, of our requirements as provided by congregation m
input from the Profile Sessions and the completed questionnaires.

Set aside blocks of time to begin the interviews.

In accordance with the requirements for the interview process established by thd
ELCA and the Metro DC Synod, the Call Committee is required to maintain the h
est level of confidentiality. It is anticipated that some of the candidates may curr|
have a Call to another congregation and may not want their congregation to kno
they are being interviewed for a Call to another church. As a result, Call Commi
members will not be at liberty to discuss any aspects of the interview process wi
members of our congregation. This confidentiality requirement must be maintain
throughout the entire interview process.

It is anticipated that interviews may begin as early as February 2011 but, hopefu
later than March 2011.

The Call Committee asks that each of you keep us in your thoughts and prayers
continue on this journey to Call a new pastor.

HEAVENLY FATHER, THROUGH
THE POWER OF YOUR HOLY
SPIRIT, GUIDE THE MEMBERS OF
THE CALL COMMITTEE AS THEY
SEARCH FOR A NEW PASTOR.
ALSO, KEEP THE MEMBERS OF
OUR BELOVED CONGREGATION
IN YOUR LOVING EMBRACE
AND CARE.

AMEN

“Blessing and gla;y and
wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might
be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.”

PEACE TO ALL OF YOU,
Larry King
Spokesperson/Chair

nce

DBlans are underway for our Christmas
programs.Christmas is a special time at
Reformation.We celebrate as a congre-
gation with "hanging of the greens", altar
eg@imembrance poinsettias, chil-
dren'sprograms, the advent candles, mu-
) fie of the season, and the gospel bring-
ing, once again, the "good news" . . .

! Galso think about other©nce again,
EReaKill give--

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAGS
Remembrances from Reformation are
delivered by the staff or volunteers with a

ig{i,git to our special memberthose who

biGfNA't get to church, to some who have

W@EgNtly lost loved ones; and to other

tspecial friends.Bags are assembled by

pvolunteers with homéaked cookies

ggonated by our members, candies, and
fruit.

no AMEN CHRISTMAS BAGS-

Bags filled with snackssuch as peanut
butter crackers and similar treats donated

agWsur membersare assembled in a col-
orful bag and given to participants in the
AMEN program athe annual AMEN
Christmas Party &outheast Ministry
(SEM).

AMEN CHRISTMAS TREE-
"Balls" are hung on a tree in the Parish
Hall identified as child (with age) or
wife/mother. Members take a "ball* and
return it with a gaily wrapped gift for
distribution at the SEM's AMEN Christ-
mas Party.

GIFTS OF HOPE
A thoughtful way of remembering a
friend at ChristmasWith a donation to
one of the many, many needs in our area,
a Christmas card you send announces to
your friend the Christmas gift made in
his/her name.

<

Helen Vigness

Revelation 7:12, NRSV
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On Saturday of site at 3111 Martin Luther King Jr. A
the Columbus from 1-3 p.m. The van will be availah
Day weekend, | to shuttle people from the church.
spent the day in
 Lancaster, -Many of the homeowners reading t
Pennsylvania at will be nodding their heads with this ne
the Sight and one, we had to get our roof fixed, pro
- Sound Theater bly in large part due to this rough p
’.\ ~ to see the reli- wi nt er . We used [
~_ gious play a foam substance sprayed into a laye
‘ it J o s e p the.roof to provide a tight seal, and
When | got on are looking forward to reduced ene
- the bus to head bills this winter.
Ex. Dir Valarie Ashley home and turned
on my phone, | had a text from ChesterFor those of you on Facebook, ple
Hart that there had been a breéakat become a fan of Southeast Ministry
SEM. My heart dropped, and for anyone-t started a little later than usual, but
who has ever been the victim of a crimeReformation/SEM tutoring program |i
| am sure that the feelings of violation,back underway with our partner, Hoy
fear and discouragement | experienced ifinders, Inc.
the moment might resonate with you. |
am also thinking that a group of Luther--Our United Way campaign is underw
ans might be just a little bit familiar with and we ask that you consider designat
the hymn penned by Martin Luther basedSEM CFC #95794 United Way #8740.
on P§al m 46, _ i A Miﬁghksysqr@&.rt ress i s
God. 0 One |l ine says . nwe wil | not
for God has willed His truth to triumph
through wus. 0 (Le
sive than | am, | know this because | hg
just studied it in Sunday school a fe
weeks earlier). A breaik, of course,
pales in comparison to the persecutig
suffered during the Protestant Reformg one FAITH
tion so, not only does it put things i 4
perspective, but | guess we can never KULS LORD,
reminded enough oneBAPTISM.
refuge and our str

Can you believe that the thieves ca
back the next night? They also hit a co
ple of our neighbors. They took fou
computers, a web cam, a Flip mindeo
camera, a bag of snacks for the weekly " o
bible study, and a few other small items. With thanksgiving, we celebrate)
't turns out that becauwebaptsmgatdnoét| have a
burglar alarm system installed, we were Reformation recently: (
not insured for theft. Now for the good
news, the loss could have been much :
greater; it was property loss not person Aiden Bryce Galetta
loss, and these thieves helped us recog- ~ SON of Meagan Galetta
nize a need we have (burglar alarm sys-

tem) just in case more competent thieves Rebecca McCracken,
ever hit us. Programs went on with nary daughter of

a glitch which brings me to other up- .

dates. Abby Wright and Lee McCracke
-Mark your calendars for Sunday, No- _We \_Ne|00me these new compa
vember 7, to celebrate our®2@nniver- ions into the body of Christ! Ma|
sary. Pastor Braaten has invited Pastothe gift of the Holy Spirit sustair]

Wanda McNeill, our founder, to officiate them and mark them with the
at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services, and we

will have an Open House at our program

. Acolytes-
cross of Christ forever. oy photo bnyisa Nibp
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Youth & Family

u pdates By: Anne Sanyi

Our youth and family
programs are in full
swing this fall! Below
is an update on a few
of our programs and
activities.

Rally Day
Rally Day kicked off

our fall Sunday School on September 1]
There were balloons, wonderful teache
and a cookout to top it all offt Sunday
School continues every week at 9:45. I
your child would like to join, it is not too
late! Contact Anne with any questions
you may have.

Yard Sale
In September, the high school youth toq
on the annual yard sale! We sorted and
priced items, set up our tables, and wit
the help of some of our parents, we
opened for business. The youth raised
over $700! This money will go toward
the high school upcoming activities and
trips. The youth will be going on an
amazing summer trip to Germany wher
they will be immersed in all things Lu-
ther for a full week! More information
on that trip to come.

First Communion
On October 17, five wonderful®and 4"

graders received their first communion.
Kai Moeller, Grace Frerichs, Connor

Monke, Hannah Scofield, and Zach Bat
rette joined their parents in receiving th
sacrament and then celebrated togethe|

with our congregation in the Parish Hall,

A Wa~

ote| from
. the Choir

“Director

We have put together a simple travel
package that includes airfare, bus transfer
and hotel accommodations in the heart of
Parisdé Left Bank.
$2,250.00. For more information, please
contact me ateavitt@reformationdc.org

Th

Mark your calendars! whjle in Paris, we will be reaching out to

In the coming months, there will be&ome of the Lutheran churches in the

many opportunities to hear and to sing g r i s

ar ea,

and, hop

major choral works at Reformation, agome new connections and partnerships
well as in New York City and in Parisyith Parisian sisters and brothers in the

France!

church.

2‘Fir5t, there will be a recital in the Sanctlﬁeformaﬂon will host don Voyageecita|

Sary on Saturday, November 13, at 7:39y Sunday, April 17, at 3:00 PM the

pm with groupdt he Open

Capella Ensemble, whom | direct, angdyr choir to sin

the Harvard

5 INRG md¥éerThdbale foining forces with
] g? theRequiem Maurice _
Kr ok odpy roetflesd cunt Jufjoadd WwbrRs0 s

group of alumni of the weknown Har- py American compose Morten Lauridsen.

vard male a cappella ensemble under the

direction of Peter Mansfield. The groupginally, 1 want to extend a very special

will sing separately and then together. At h a n k
kree-will offering with a suggested donayjedina for ste

youo

to Nancy

pping in and playing so

tion of $10.00 will be accepted. A wingeautifully at the service on Sunday, Oc-
and cheese reception will follow the ref g per 3. [
cital. The program will include old fa-mysical talent in this congregation, and
vorites like Shenandoah, Somewheigy hope is that others will be inspired to
Over the Rainbow, Danny Boy, angome forward and share their talents.

Drunken Sailor, plus many other meloyysic does indeed abound at Reforma-
dies that are wonderfully unfamiliar. It igjgn!

B sure to be a fun evening!

Musically yours,

Meanwhile, the Reformation Choir is

busy preparing the VivaldBloria for the Paul Leavitt

Evensong Concert at 9:3M:00 PM, just
before the Christmas Eve worship ser-
vice. It is music that perfectly heralds
the birth of the Christ Child. In early
2011, we are looking at dates for fun(d)
raising recitals and other events to help
fund our spring tour effort.

Speaking of the tour, there is still room
for singers, spouses and friends to sign
on for our HAApril i
group will leave Sunday, April 24, at
10:00 pm, and will depart for DC the
following Sunday, May 1, in the later
afternoon. Our choir is teaming up with
the New York City Master Chorale, di-
rected by Thea Kano, to sing the Paris
premiere of myRequiemat the Eglise St.
Sulpice on Friday, April 29, at 6:30 PM.
The concert is being sponsored by the
Paris Rotary Club and will be a benefit
for the worldwide fight against polio.

The response to this tour has been quite
positive as of this writing. So far, we
have over 100 singers coming from
Washington, DC and New York City.

n

Pari so

tds wonder

ventur e.
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