
   

 

Lutheran Church of  
Reformation Goes Solar!  

 

During the service on October 17th, Ref-

ormation Church had a ceremony cele-

brating the installation of 75 new solar 

panels that have been installed on a 

church-owned office building adjacent to 

the sanctuary.  The project provides a 

high level of visibility since the church is 

located only one block from the Supreme 

Court and two blocks from the US Capi-

tol.  This project is an outgrowth of the 

ñStewardship of Creationò Committee 

that is seeking to ñgreenò the church. 
 

Installing solar panels reduces our reli-

ance on fossil fuels, which contribute to 

climate change, groundwater contamina-

tion (e.g., from mountaintop mining), 

surface water pollution (oil spills, etc), 

and air pollution (e.g., mercury emissions 

from coal power plants).  The more lo-

cally-produced renewable energy, the 

less need we have for fossil fuels.  Refor-

mationôs 17kW system is believed to be 

only the second one installed on a church 

in Washington, DC, and we hope that 

other churches will follow our model. 
 

Reformation worked with Solar Solution, 

LLC to get the solar panels installed.  

The overall project cost was about 

$85,000; however, available rebates cut 

the overall cost down to only about 

$15,000. Rebates vary significantly by 

state, and are very strong in the District.  

Reformation will lease the system over 

five years, paying an annual fee for the 

power generated, and will then own the 

system after the five year term.  When 

the sun is shining, the panels feed elec-

tricity into the electric meter ï reducing 

the need for energy produced by the local 

power company.  Over the lifetime of the 

panels (about 25 years), Reformation will 

save well over $100,000 through avoided 

energy costs.  We hope to see over the 

next year that the panels are producing 

close to 25% of our power, and future 

efforts to improve the weatherization of 

the church can also 

reduce energy use.   

The VISITOR  
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 

October/November, 2010  Khuhmf hm Fncƍr @l`yhmf Fq`bd Unktld 37 Mn- 5 

On Sunday, November 21, we will have a joint service at 10:00 AM, followed by a 

luncheon and annual meeting in the Parish Hall.  The meeting is for approval of the 

2011 operating budget and election of new council members.  To help you prepare for 

the budget discussion approval, budget forums are scheduled for 9:45 AM on No-

vember 7 in the Fireside Room and again on November 14 in the Parish Hall. 
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Dear Reforma-

tion Family and 

Friends, 
 

Whatôs In A 

Name?    

 

In the third grade, 

my nickname was ñShorty,ò because I 

was taller than all my friends.  I played 

football with a friend we called ñRock,ò 

because that was what we felt we were 

hitting when we tried to tackle him.  An-

other college friend was ñDoc,ò because 

thatôs what he wanted to become (and 

did!).  Names can be descriptive of ap-

pearance, character and hope.  Often Na-

tive Peoples would wait to name a child 

until he or she had given evidence of 

their character, and then gave a name 

reflecting that character.  

 

I think of things like this when I reflect 

on ñChurch of the Reformation 

(Lutheran)ò.  I would love to have over-

heard the discussion that went on as the 

original community that gathered to es-

tablish a ñLutheranò home on Capitol 

Hill for themselves and their children 

discussed and debated what name to give 

this ónew creationô ï a name that would 

be their legacy to future generations.  

Just imagine this new group : their choice 

was not a St Peterôs or St. Paulôs, or even 

a óReformation Lutheran Church, but 

ñChurchò of the Reformation! (oops, 

Lutheran, that is).  In this name there is 

boldness, audacity, strength, commit-

ment, a global vision!  But, what does 

this mean? (A good Martin Luther Ques-

tion).   

 

Let me try to imagine what they might 

have hoped to say with their name: ñThis 

congregation will be bold in its witness 

that our allegiance to Jesus Christ will 

take precedence over all other claims to 

our allegiances; that we will be persistent 

in our pursuit of what is true ï as we ex-

plore the scriptures as the revelation of 

Godôs Word, as we pursue the meaning 

of faith in todayôs world and as we look 

at ourselves in the light of Godôs love for 

all human beings!  We will be faithful to 

the Reformation Principle that the voice 

of Jesus is a living voice, leading us to 

constantly listen anew and óreformô our 

understanding of faith over and over 

again as we are led by the Spirit.  We 

P a s t o r  B r a a t e n  
will be grounded in the traditions of the 

Lutheran church without being held cap-

tive to past understandings; we will be 

alive to the creative work of the Spirit in 

our time, and we will be clear and strong 

advocates of justice for all of Godôs chil-

dren ï standing on our convictions with 

courage.  We will not be intimidated by 

the structures, powers and principalities 

of our age; we will embody a global vi-

sion of the Reign of God; we will be a 

learning community, a tithing commu-

nity, a community of joy-filled worship, 

and a people of humble service to the 

neighbor in which we find the face of 

Christ.ò   Well, we can imagine, canôt 

we?      

 

Yet, this is the character of Church of the 

Reformation in the mode of Martin Lu-

ther, who took on the powers of his time 

ï the tradition and power of the Catholic 

Church which had dominated western 

civilization for over a thousand years, 

and the authority of the Holy Roman 

Emperor.   Luther spoke truth to power, 

advocated for civic responsibility for all 

citizens, especially for the poor and 

homeless, and shamed pastors who 

would not speak out in the pulpit against 

the exploitations (usury) of emerging 

financial systems. Lutherôs strength was 

grounded in his absolute conviction that 

in Christ we are justified only by Godôs 

grace ï a gift we hold onto in faith and 

energized by his indignation at the injus-

tices of society that swirled around him ï 

injustices which both church and civic 

government chose to ignore.  Lutherôs 

Church of the Reformation stood up to 

the structures and norms of both church 

and society with the weapons of faith and 

courage, because he knew all of these 

structures were accountable to Christ.  In 

all his provocative and prodigious work, 

Luther knew himself called by the living 

Word.   

 

I really donôt pretend to think all this was 

in the mind of our forebearers who de-

cided: ñLet us be called óChurch of the 

Reformationô.ò I may be wrong!  How-

ever, I do think that all of this does have 

to do with what it should mean to be 

ñChurch of the Reformationò even today 

ï especially today.  How fittingly and 

audaciously true to the character of 

Church of the Reformation is our mission 

statement: to gather and support a faith 

braaten@reformationdc.org 

photo by Lisa Nipp  

community Called in the name of Christ 

and Dedicated to the Care and Redemp-

tion of Creation ï a community Led by 

the Spirit!   

 

Thereôs another name for us embedded in 

Church of the Reformation (Lutheran) ï 

by Godôs grace in Jesus Christ we are 

Saints; we are children of God, baptized 

into Christ to live as his disciples in the 

world.  This name, Saint, is precious ï 

who would we be without it?  Saints, 

who miss the mark, yes, but saints al-

ways, as we live in the grace of God.  

 

We will be entering the liturgical time of 

Advent now ï we confess:  ñChrist will 

come againò.  Jesus asked his own disci-

ples, and now us:  when he comes, will 

he find faith on earth?   Will he find at 

212 E. Capitol St. in the capital city of a 

great nation a ñChurch of the Reforma-

tion (Lutheran)ò, boldly true to its name? 

Something to imagine, something to pray 

about, something with which to search 

our hearts!  

 

I look forward to sharing the Advent and 

Christmas journeys with the beautiful 

and wonderful óSaintsô who are called 

Church of the Reformation (Lutheran).  

  

In Peace and Love, 
 

Pastor Braaten   
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Message from the Council President  

Reformation Church 

Financial Report ï September 30, 2010  

Average Weekly Envelope Giving:  $5,967 

Average Weekly General Fund Receipts:  $8,205 (includes space use contributions) 

Average Weekly General Fund Expenses:  $8,543 

Mortgage Loan Balance: $319,664 

Submitted on behalf of the Church Council, 

 Suzanne Hazard, Financial Secretary 

  
General 

Fund 

  
2010 

Budget 

Jan ï Sep 
2010 

Actual 

Jan ï Sep 
2009 

Actual 

Receipts $467,000 $320,015 $343,852 

Disbursements $469,984 $333,207 $361,145 

Over/(Under) $  (2,984) $(13,192) $(17,293) 

Gifts for Local and Global Mission and Ministries:   $93,068 

 

Reformation has been working closely 

with the congregation and community to 

extend the reach of solar projects beyond 

the church itself.   
 

Reformation hosted the first Annual So-

lar and Sustainable Homes Tour and Fair 

that was put on by the Capitol Hill En-

ergy Cooperative.  Adults and kids alike 

are very enthusiastic when seeing the 

panels close up.  One six year old on the 

tour remarked, ñWow, these are the first 

real live solar panels Iôve ever seen.ò  

This enthusiasm has led more than thirty 

local families to go solar, and the recent 

event drew in about 400-500 more peo-

ple that are now interested.  
 

Booklets explaining how to go solar are 

now online at 

www.capitolhillenergycoop.org and pho-

tos of the Church project and local homes 

are also posted on that website.   

 

For more information, contact Mike Bar-

rette at Michael.barrette@verizon.net.   

 

Mike Barrette 

Solar Director of Capitol Hill Energy 

Cooperative and Member of the Church 

of the Reformation 

Reformation Goes Solar continued 

The Council has been busy preparing for our Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, November 21.  At that meeting, we will 

bring forward for your consideration a budget proposal for 2011, in addition to a sam-

ple budget for 2012 (the 2012 sample budget is for informational purposes only).   

 

We believe it is important to look at the two years together, as  2011 is a transition 

year for the congregation; the 2011 budget reflects various preparations necessary to 

welcome a new pastor in 2012.  Likewise, as we approve a 2011 budget, we need to 

be mindful of the financial requirements that will come with the 2012 fiscal year. 

 

During these final two months of the fiscal and calendar year, please prayerfully con-

sider increasing your envelope giving.  We are currently below projected income lev-

els.  If we are to continue Reformationôs operations, outreach, education, and fellow-

ship at their current levels of activity, an increase in giving between now and year-end 

is essential. 

 

Please plan to attend the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 21, where we 

will provide a full overview of preparations for welcoming a new pastor.  The Call 

Committee will report on its activities at that meeting as well. 

 

Peace, 

 

Amy   

By Amy Northcutt 

http://www.capitolhillenergycoop.org
mailto:Michael.barrette@verizon.net
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By Diane Liesman  

Activities abound at 

Church of the Reforma-

tion, and I am delighted 

to be so much a part of 

all of it.  The office routine was altered 

somewhat in recent days with the visit of 

Pastor Heita, as I spent time with her 

introducing her to the Library of Con-

gress, my House of Representatives bible 

study group, the U. S. Capitol building, 

and the Supreme Court.  She was very 

impressed with the discussion by women 

Chiefs of Staff studying Galatians, the 

beauty of all government buildings, and 

the briefing about the work of the Su-

preme Court.  It was such a privilege to 

share these things with her and learn of 

her mission in Namibia. 
 

Small Groups 

The small groups reading 1 Corinthians 

have completed the six week study of 

Paulôs letter to the church at Corinth, in 

which he writes poetically and passion-

ately about what it means for the church 

to live as Christôs body in the world..  I 

will begin to facilitate a new six week 

study on 2 Corinthians on Wednesday, 

November 3, at 7:00 PM in Upper 220, 

and Sunday, November 7 at 9:45 AM 

in St. Johnôs II.  This study was devel-

oped by noted theologian N. T. Wright 

and promises to help those who work 

with this study feel the comfort to be 

found in the suffering, death and resur-

rection life of Jesus.  It is designed to 

help us understand the Scripture in fresh, 

new ways.  In these small groups, we not 

only learn and grow in faith, but we are 

developing lasting relationships with 

others in the congregation.  In a separate 

article in this newsletter, you will learn 

what is happening in the Creative Aging 

Group.  Come and join us, even if you 

have not participated in any of the 

small groups previously! 
 

Bulletin Boards 

I have placed a small bulletin board de-

signed especially for photos in the Parish 

Hall.  If you have a photo of recent 

events that you would like to share, 

please put your name on the back if you 

want it returned and slip it under the rib-

bon. 
 

I wish for all of you a Happy Thanksgiv-

ing and safe travel if you are going to be 

with family afar.  I will be with my sister 

and her family for a week and pray that 

the weather holds ï the snow can get 

pretty deep in Northwest Iowa! 

Pearls from the parish  
administrator  SYNOD Assembly  

Fall 2010 
By Suzanne Hazard 

 

2010 DC Synod Assembly Concludes 

Pastor Braaten and Suzanne Hazard at-

tended the second session of the Synod 

Assembly on September 25 as represen-

tatives of the congregation.  You can 

read the Synodôs summary of the session 

at http://metrodcelca.org/events/synod-

assembly/2010-synod-assembly/. 
 

Mission Spending Plan 

One of the significant actions at the 

Synod Assembly is the adoption of the 

Synod Mission Spending Plan for 2011 

in the amount of $2 million ï this is 

funded solely by the churches in our 

Synod. It is lower than 2010 and repre-

sents the economic reality that unre-

stricted gifts from individual churches 

are down. Fifty percent will go to the 

ELCA, which is down from 55% in years 

past.  The Synod staff and delegates de-

bated and prayed about this change. The 

draft budget presented at the Spring 

Synod Assembly had a 45% contribution 

to the ELCA.  The increase to 50% is the 

result of the summer-long thoughtful 

discernment process that this Synodôs 

support of the ECLA is always vital and 

critically important at this time. 

 

The Reformation budget line item called 

ñbenevolenceò represents Reformationôs 

contribution toward this mission spend-

ing plan.  For several years now, it has 

been difficult to meet our commitment, 

and funds have been allocated from un-

designated bequests (gifts from members 

who remembered Reformation in their 

wills) when funding from regular enve-

lope gifts was not enough.  The congre-

gational budget for benevolence for 2010 

is $15,000, about half of what the Synod 

requested.  About $3,500 has been sent to 

the Synod so far this year, and it may yet 

be necessary to allocate funds from un-

designated bequests to meet the full 

$15,000 goal. 

For some Reformation members this may 

be confusing. What is our benevolence 

used for and why is it important?  The 

answer is found in the Mission Spending 

Plan: 50% goes to support ELCA staff 

and mission (you may have read that 65 

ELCA employees were recently laid off); 

32% is allocated for Synod staff, office 

operations and related costs; 5% supports 

Gettysburg Seminary; 5% goes toward 

campus ministry at 5 universities in our 

Synod; 3% goes toward new mission 

starts within the Synod; and the remain-

ing 5% goes to support other missions 

and ministries within the Synod (e.g., 

camps/outdoor ministries, social justice 

ministries such as Southeast Ministry). 

 

Reformation has been blessed with en-

dowments (Lyon and Taylor, to name 

just two) that have enabled our congrega-

tion to directly support many of the 

Synod and ELCA ministries also sup-

ported through our benevolence gifts.  

For 2011, your Council is looking at 

ways to leverage these funds to continue 

our support of these ministries through a 

greater benevolence contribution to the 

Synod, while at the same time earmark-

ing a portion of the Lyon Fund earnings 

for the one-time purpose of calling a new 

pastor.  This proposal will be included in 

the budget presented for congregational 

approval on November 21. 

 

Year of the Young Adult 

The keynote address was provided by Dr. 

Rodger Y. Nishioka, Professor of Chris-

tian Education, Columbia Theological 

Seminary.  He helped us expand our un-

derstanding of the theme of the Assem-

bly ï Year of the Young Adult ï through 

three stimulating presentations on ñWho 

are Young Adults,ò ñWhat Are Young 

Adults Seeking and How Do We Re-

spond?ò and ñStewardship and Young 

Adultsò.  These presentations are avail-

able for viewing at the web address noted 

above and may well be wonderful videos 

for us to watch during the adult education 

hour.  Dr. Nishioka told us that young 

adults look for quality, authentic relation-

ships; ethical vitality and integrity, and 

theological vitality and integrity.  They 

are wary of being formulaic.  They are 

skeptical of giving for church staff and 

physical plant, but are generous givers to 

specific and meaningful causes.  They 

want to know how their stewardship 

makes a difference.  Meeting in homes 

and shared meals are attractive to them, 

as is a focus on the Bible.  Building rela-

tionships is key.  Intentional, consistent, 

immediate communication (e.g., texting, 

Twitter, Facebook) is their reality.  A 

congregation can prepare to receive 

young adults through intentional, sus-

tained prayer.  If this sounds intriguing to 

you, I highly commend watching the 

videos of his presentation. 

 

Suzanne Hazard 

http://metrodcelca.org/events/synod-assembly/2010-synod-assembly/
http://metrodcelca.org/events/synod-assembly/2010-synod-assembly/
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MESSAGE FROM THE CALL 

 COMMITTEE 
The Call Committee wants to thank all of the members of our congregation who par-

ticipated in the Ministry Site Profile Sessions and to those that completed the Ministry 

Site Profile Questionnaire.  As of October 20, 2010, 43 members participated in the 

sessions conducted after the services on 5 Sundays, and 64 members have completed 

the online questionnaire.  The information provided through both of these vehicles has 

provided valuable information for the Call Committee to complete the final Ministry 

Site Profile.  It is anticipated that the final Profile will be submitted to the ELCA and 

to the Metro DC Synod by the end of November. 

 

The final Ministry Site Profile will be made available for Reformation members once 

the final profile has been completed and transmitted to the ELCA and the Metro DC 

Synod. 

 

The next steps for the Call Committee include: 

1. Set up a meeting with the Bishop and his staff to discuss the profile and to begin 

the process to identify potential candidates to be interviewed. 
2. Begin the development of interview questions/protocols to be followed during the 

interview process. 
3. Develop an evaluation process to be used to determine whether the potential can-

didates meet most, if not all, of our requirements as provided by congregation member 

input from the Profile Sessions and the completed questionnaires. 
Set aside blocks of time to begin the interviews. 
 

In accordance with the requirements for the interview process established by the 

ELCA and the Metro DC Synod, the Call Committee is required to maintain the high-

est level of confidentiality.  It is anticipated that some of the candidates may currently 

have a Call to another congregation and may not want their congregation to know that 

they are being interviewed for a Call to another church.  As a result, Call Committee 

members will not be at liberty to discuss any aspects of the interview process with 

members of our congregation.  This confidentiality requirement must be maintained 

throughout the entire interview process. 
 

It is anticipated that interviews may begin as early as February 2011 but, hopefully, no 

later than March 2011.    
 

The Call Committee asks that each of you keep us in your thoughts and prayers as we 

continue on this journey to Call a new pastor. 

 

 
 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, THROUGH 

THE POWER OF YOUR HOLY 

SPIRIT, GUIDE THE MEMBERS OF 

THE CALL COMMITTEE AS THEY 

SEARCH FOR A NEW PASTOR.  

ALSO, KEEP THE MEMBERS OF 

OUR BELOVED CONGREGATION 

IN YOUR LOVING EMBRACE  

AND CARE.   

AMEN  

 

 
 

PEACE TO ALL OF YOU, 

Larry King 

Spokesperson/Chair 

Plans are underway for our Christmas 

programs.  Christmas is a special time at 

Reformation.  We celebrate as a congre-

gation with "hanging of the greens", altar 

remembrance poinsettias, chil-

dren's programs, the advent candles, mu-

sic of the season, and the gospel bring-

ing, once again, the "good news" . . . 
 

 

We also think about others.  Once again, 

we will give-- 
 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAGS -  

Remembrances from Reformation are 

delivered by the staff or volunteers with a 

visit to our special members--those who 

can't get to church, to some who have 

recently lost loved ones; and to other 

special friends.  Bags are assembled by 

volunteers with home-baked cookies 

donated by our members, candies, and 

fruit. 
 

AMEN CHRISTMAS BAGS -  

Bags filled with snacks--such as peanut 

butter crackers and similar treats donated 

by our members--are assembled in a col-

orful bag and given to participants in the 

AMEN program at the annual AMEN 

Christmas Party at Southeast Ministry 

(SEM). 
 

AMEN CHRISTMAS TREE -  

"Balls" are hung on a tree in the Parish 

Hall identified as child (with age) or 

wife/mother.  Members take a "ball" and 

return it with a gaily wrapped gift for 

distribution at the SEM's AMEN Christ-

mas Party. 
 

GIFTS OF HOPE -  

A thoughtful way of remembering a 

friend at Christmas.  With a donation to 

one of the many, many needs in our area, 

a Christmas card you send announces to 

your friend the Christmas gift made in 

his/her name. 

 

  Helen Vigness 



6  

 

site at 3111 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave 

from 1-3 p.m.  The  van will be available 

to shuttle people from the church. 

 

-Many of the homeowners reading  this 

will be nodding their heads with this next 

one, we had to get our roof fixed, proba-

bly in large part due to this rough past 

winter.  We used a ñgreenò solution with 

a foam substance sprayed into a layer on 

the roof to provide a tight seal, and we 

are looking forward to reduced energy 

bills this winter. 

 

-For those of you on Facebook, please 

become a fan of Southeast Ministry 

-It started a little later than usual, but the 

Reformation/SEM tutoring program is 

back underway with our partner, Hope-

finders, Inc. 

 

-Our United Way campaign is underway, 

and we ask that you consider designating 

SEM CFC #95794 United Way #8740. 
 

Thanks so much.  

-Val 

S o u t h e a s t  M in is t r y  
On Saturday of 

the Columbus 

Day weekend, I 

spent the day in 

L a n c a s t e r , 

Pennsylvania at 

the Sight and 

Sound Theater 

to see the reli-

g ious p lay 

ñ J o s e p h . ò    

When I got on 

the bus to head 

home and turned 

on my phone, I had a text from Chester 

Hart that there had been a break-in at 

SEM.  My heart dropped, and for anyone 

who has ever been the victim of a crime, 

I am sure that the feelings of violation, 

fear and discouragement I experienced in 

the moment might resonate with you.  I 

am also thinking  that a group of Luther-

ans might be just a little bit familiar with 

the hymn penned by Martin Luther based 

on Psalm 46, ñA Mighty Fortress is Our 

God.ò  One line says, ñWe will not fear, 

for God has willed His truth to triumph 

through us.ò  (Lest I look more impres-

sive than I am, I know this because I had 

just studied it in Sunday school a few 

weeks earlier).  A break-in, of course, 

pales in comparison to the persecution 

suffered during the Protestant Reforma-

tion so, not only does it put things in 

perspective, but I guess we can never be 

reminded enough of  the source of ñour 

refuge and our strength.ò 

 

Can you believe that the thieves came 

back the next night? They also hit a cou-

ple of our neighbors. They took  four 

computers, a web cam, a Flip mini-video 

camera, a bag of snacks for the weekly 

bible study, and a few other small items.  

It turns out that because we didnôt have a 

burglar alarm system installed, we were 

not insured for theft.  Now for the good 

news, the loss could have been much 

greater; it was property loss not person 

loss, and these thieves helped us recog-

nize a need we have (burglar alarm sys-

tem) just in case more competent thieves 

ever hit us.  Programs went on with nary 

a glitch which brings me to other up-

dates. 

 

-Mark your calendars for Sunday, No-

vember 7,  to celebrate our 20th anniver-

sary.  Pastor Braaten has invited Pastor 

Wanda McNeill, our founder, to officiate 

at the 8:30 and 11 a.m. services, and we 

will have an Open House at our program 

Ex. Dir Valarie Ashley 

With thanksgiving, we celebrated 

two baptisms at  

Reformation recently: 
 

Aiden Bryce Galetta  
son of Meagan Galetta 

 

Rebecca McCracken,  
daughter of  

Abby Wright and Lee McCracken 
 

We welcome these new compan-

ions into the body of Christ!  May 

the gift of the Holy Spirit sustain 

them and mark them with the 

cross of Christ forever. 
Acolytes -  

photo by Lisa Nipp  

photo by Lisa Nipp  

photo by Lisa Nipp  
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Mark your calendars!  

In the coming months, there will be 

many opportunities to hear and to sing 

major choral works at Reformation, as 

well as in New York City and in Paris, 

France! 

 

First, there will be a recital in the sanctu-

ary on Saturday, November 13, at 7:30 

pm with groupsðthe Open 5ths Mensô A 

Capella Ensemble, whom I direct, and 

the Harvard Krokodiloes of the 1970ôs, a 

group of alumni of the well-known Har-

vard male a cappella ensemble under the 

direction of Peter Mansfield.  The groups 

will sing separately and then together.  A 

free-will offering with a suggested dona-

tion of $10.00 will be accepted.  A wine 

and cheese reception will follow the re-

cital.  The program will include old fa-

vorites like Shenandoah, Somewhere 

Over the Rainbow, Danny Boy, and 

Drunken Sailor, plus many other melo-

dies that are wonderfully unfamiliar.  It is 

sure to be a fun evening! 

 

Meanwhile, the Reformation Choir is 

busy preparing the Vivaldi Gloria for the 

Evensong Concert at 9:30-10:00 PM, just 

before the Christmas Eve worship ser-

vice.  It is music that perfectly heralds 

the birth of the Christ Child.  In early 

2011, we are looking at dates  for fun(d)-

raising recitals and other events to help 

fund our spring tour effort. 

 

Speaking of the tour, there is still room 

for singers, spouses and friends to sign 

on for our ñApril in Parisò venture.  The 

group will leave Sunday, April 24, at 

10:00 pm, and will depart for DC the 

following Sunday, May 1, in the later 

afternoon.  Our choir is teaming up with 

the New York City Master Chorale, di-

rected by Thea Kano, to sing the Paris 

premiere of my Requiem at the Eglise St. 

Sulpice on Friday, April 29, at 6:30 PM.  

The concert is being sponsored by the 

Paris Rotary Club and will be a benefit 

for the worldwide fight against polio. 

 

The response to this tour has been quite 

positive as of this writing.  So far, we 

have over 100 singers coming from 

Washington, DC and New York City.  

We have put together a simple travel 

package that includes airfare, bus transfer 

and hotel accommodations in the heart of 

Parisô Left Bank.  The cost of the tour is 

$2,250.00.  For more information, please 

contact me at Leavitt@reformationdc.org. 

 

While in Paris, we will be reaching out to 

some of the Lutheran churches in the 

Paris area, and, hopefully, weôll form 

some new connections and partnerships 

with Parisian sisters and brothers in the 

church. 

 

Reformation will host a bon voyage recital 

on Sunday, April 17, at 3:00 PM ï the 

NYC Master Chorale joining forces with 

our choir to sing the Requiem, Maurice 

Durufleôs Messe cum Jubilo, and works 

by American compose Morten Lauridsen. 

 

Finally, I want to extend a very special 

ñthank youò to Nancy Swingle and Claire 

Medina for stepping in and playing so 

beautifully at the service on Sunday, Oc-

tober 3.  Itôs wonderful to have so much 

musical talent in this congregation, and 

my hope is that others will be inspired to 

come forward and share their talents.  

Music does indeed abound at Reforma-

tion! 

 

Musically yours, 
 

Paul Leavitt 

By: Anne Sanyi   

Our youth and family 

programs are in full 

swing this fall!  Below 

is an update on a few 

of our programs and 

activities. 

 

Rally Day 

Rally Day kicked off 

our fall Sunday School on September 12. 

There were balloons, wonderful teachers, 

and a cookout to top it all off!  Sunday 

School continues every week at 9:45. If 

your child would like to join, it is not too 

late! Contact Anne with any questions 

you may have. 

 

Yard Sale 

In September, the high school youth took 

on the annual yard sale! We sorted and 

priced items, set up our tables, and with 

the help of some of our parents, we 

opened for business. The youth raised 

over $700! This money will go toward 

the high school upcoming activities and 

trips. The youth will be going on an 

amazing summer trip to Germany where 

they will be immersed in all things Lu-

ther for a full week!  More information 

on that trip to come. 

 

First Communion 

On October 17, five wonderful 3rd and 4th 

graders received their first communion.  

Kai Moeller, Grace Frerichs, Connor 

Monke, Hannah Scofield, and Zach Bar-

rette joined their parents in receiving the 

sacrament and then celebrated together 

with our congregation in the Parish Hall. 

Youth & Family  

 Updates   

photo by Lisa Nipp  
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