
   

 

Bach is on giving 

a musical depic-

tion of the Bibli-

cal story.  Thus 

you hear the 

slithering snakes, 

you hear the 

waves. Nowhere 

is this more audi-

ble in Bach's 

work than in his 

Great Eighteen 

Chorale Preludes. 

The acclaimed 

French organist 

and pedagogue, 

M a r i e- C l a i r e 

Alain, explains 

that each one is 

like a musical 

painting.  
 

In pondering the 

life of Jesus de-

picted in Refor-

mationôs sanctu-

ary windows, it 

has been impor-

tant to me to fo-

cus on what cen-

tral message or 

feeling comes 

through.   
 

Iôve tried to stay 

away from retell-

ing the story be-

cause choral 

works aren't the 

most effective 

way to convey a Biblical narra-

tive.  However, distilling the emotional 

and creative essence of each window and 

infusing that into the music has been a 

very interesting process.  The medita-

tions on the windows written by congre-

gation members, as well as lyrics from 

Julie Jones and Kathryn Tobias have 

been valuable in the composing process.  
 

I look forward to seeing you at the  

As my work on 

ñCantata Em-

manuelò has 

evolved using the 

inspiration of our 

sanctuary windows, 

I have delved more 

deeply into the 

messages of  Jesusô 

life and how those 

messages have 

been depicted in the arts.  Malcolm 

Miller, the renowned tour guide at the 

Chartres Cathedral, explains that the ca-

thedral architectural style was conceived 

of as a book, and its art was a teaching 

device. The illiterate populace could pon-

der the sculptures and paintings in a ca-

thedral while their clergy taught the cor-

responding scriptures.  Hence the mas-

sive investment by churches in works of 

visual art.   
 

 

During the 2008 Reformation Choir Tour 

in Central Europe, we visited St. Vitus' 

Cathedral in Prague and the Cathedral in 

Brno, which had overwhelming examples 

of Baroque church art and architec-

ture.  The Lutheran churches we visited 

in Wittenburg were equally beautiful but 

plainer in comparison.  Part of Martin 

Luther's reform called for returning to 

basics--the Ten Commandments, no 

graven images, and so forth.  His transla-

tion of the Latin Bible into German al-

lowed the people to read the holy book 

themselves. Demand for heavy artistic 

ornamentation in churches decreased.  
 

 

According to Bach scholar, Gilles Canta-

grel, artistic expression in Lutheran 

churches was directed instead toward 

music, especially hymns, and artistic 

symbolism appeared in the scores of 

Bach's cantatas and organ works.  In lieu 

of the presence in the church of sculp-

tured slithering snakes or paintings of 

Jesus walking on the waves, the focus in 
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An Invitation to Bring the  

Light of Christ to the Community  

performance of ñCantata Emmanuelò 

on November 22. Come and hear the 

music and ponder for yourselves the 

meanings of our inspiring sanctuary win-

dows and the meaning of the word Em-

manuel--God with us.        

 

Musically yours,  

Paul Leavitt   

Director of Music and the Arts 
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Dear Reformation 

Family and Friends, 
 

We have enjoyed a 

number of guest 

preachers during our 

140th Anniversary 

Year thus far, and, at this writing, we 

look forward to other guests scheduled 

through November.  One who wished he 

would be able to share with us person-

ally, but can't for health reasons, is Rev. 

Dr. Arnold Keller, Reformation's Sr. Pas-

tor through the 70s and 80s. I recently 

spent a wonderful morning with Dr. Kel-

ler in Vero Beach, Florida.  I was deeply 

blessed by my time with him.  Pastor 

Keller and his wife Peggy send their 

greetings and anniversary congratulations 

to the people of Reformation.     

Among the many topics of our conversa-

tion, I told Dr. Keller how humbled I 

have always been at Reformation to fol-

low the line of pastoral leadership in this 

special setting of ministry on Capitol 

Hill.   During our Anniversary Year, es-

pecially as I have studied our Sanctu-

ary windows, I have often thought of the 

pastors who have ministered in this place 

and have shared heart and soul with the 

people of Reformation.  Each has done 

so in their uniquely individual ways - 

preaching and teaching the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ; yet all part of the one Body 

and one Spirit that continues through 

time. [There is a wonderful list of these 

pastors in the 125th Anniversary Book 

on Reformation's history written by 

George Hutchinson]      

As we looked back, we thought of how 

various pastors seem to have been called 

by the Spirit to different times and tasks 

in this place.  I have often thought of the 

courage of Dr. Keller's leadership as he 

led our congregation during the times of 

civil rights and the early years of inten-

tional sexual inclusiveness.  Dr. Keller 

helped set a direction of Christian faith-

fulness and life for the people of Refor-

mation in many ways, and we are still on 

the journey he has helped chart.     

We celebrate all of the pastors who have 

been a part of the rich 

history of Reforma-

tion, and the way the 

Spirit has woven each 

one of them into the 

rich tapestry of wit-

ness  that is Reforma- 

Pastor Braaten Speaks 

tion's legacy.  Hopefully, we, who are 

heirs of their ministry in this place, will 

take time to say ''thank youò for them, 

and for the work of the Holy Spirit 

through them. Pastor Keller and I talked 

of how it is easier to look at the work of 

the Spirit in the rear-view mirror, in com-

parison to looking over the hood to what 

is looming ahead, wondering if one is 

making the right decisions.  Those are 

the times of 'fear and trembling.'   

I shared with Pr. Keller a 'Pastor's Prayer' 

that has hung in my office for these past 

years that has had both a humbling 

and inspiring consequence in my life. I 

found that Dr. Keller had (wisely) left it 

at Reformation when he departed, and 

that it had been as challenging and inspir-

ing to him as it has been to me.  It has 

such meaning because in it we are re-

minded that whatever our human gifts 

and desires might be we are so weak and 

lost without the aid and counsel of God's 

Spirit, and that we are but instruments in 

God's service.     

As we continue in our 140th Anniversary 

Year, we remember the rich heritage with 

which Reformation has been blessed by 

servant-leaders, both clergy and lay (too 

many to begin to count), who have gone 

before us.  We are deeply grateful.  We 

pray that the Holy Spirit empower us 

today as servant-leaders to continue our 

rich inheritance of faithfulness into the 

future that the Lord has prepared for us 

to walk within, trusting in the Spirit to 

guide us.  May Reformation continue to 

'witness the light of Christ to the commu-

nity', and, 'with the help of the Holy 

Spirit, be a faith community that exists 

for the redemption of all creation.'    

Holy Spirit:  lead us, guide us, forgive us 

when we let you down, allow us to ex-

perience the renewal of your grace, and 

empower us for our work.  Amen.   

 

In Love and Peace, 

Pr. Braaten 

braaten@reformationdc.org 

The Lutheran Volunteer Corps originated 

as a vision and ministry from our sister 

congregation in DC ï Luther Place Me-

morial Church to make it possible for 

people, Lutherans and others, to give a 

year of service in a non-profit organiza-

tion. Most of the LVC volunteers have 

been young people recently graduated 

from college. Today LVC volunteers are 

in over a dozen cities throughout the 

United States.  Volunteers make a com-

mitment to live simply, live in commu-

nity, and work in service to others.  Most 

live in LVC houses like the new LVC 

home in Washington, DC that is located 

close to Gallaudet University.    

Reformation was privileged to be asked 

to be the congregational support to this 

new LVC home, now named the 

ñRigabertu Menchuò House after the 

Guatemalan grass-roots peace-maker and 

Nobel Peace Prize recipient. There are 

four LVC volunteers in the Rigabertu 

Menchu house for the coming year, and 

they were introduced to Reformation at 

the 11:00 service on October 18th by 

Rev. Michael Wilker, LVCôs Executive 

Director.  These four young people 

are:   Jenny Terrell, a recent graduate of 

Duke University with a degree in Public 

Policy. Her home town is Chicago, IL. 

Jenny works in a DC organization assist-

ing women released from incarcera-

tion.  Matthew Mellon works as a Pol-

icy and Legal Associate with the DC 

Employment Justice Center.  He recently 

graduated from Xavier University in 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  Brian Erickson is 

from Fargo, ND and Phoenix, AZ and 

recently graduated from Pacitic Lutheran 

University in Tacoma, WA.  He works as 

an LVC intern at the Latin America 

Working Group as a Program Assistant 

in their US-Mexico Border Cam-

paign.  Britta Gall is from Colorado, and 

recently graduated from Luther College 

in Decorah, IA.  She is working now as a 

program associate at Thurgood Marshall 

Academy, a DC law-themed charter high 

school.     

We are excited as a congregation to be 

entering into a supportive relationship 

with Lutheran Volunteer Corps and these 

four wonderful young people.  If you are 

interested in working with this new ini-

tiative of support and ministry in the 

coming year please contact Pastor 

Braaten or Brian Hornbecker.  

Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps 
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celebrated Reformationôs new rela-

tionship with the Lutheran Volunteer 

Corps by meeting four young volun-

teers who are living in the newly 

named ñRigabertu Menchuò LVC 

house by Gallaudet Univer-

sity.   Rev. Michael Wilker, LVC 

Executive Director, brought greet-

ings and led our Adult Forum. 

Bishop Richard Graham repre-

sented our Partnership in Ministry 

with the Metro DC Synod, ELCA on 

Reformation Sunday, while Rev. Dr. 

Michael Cooper-White, President 

of Lutheran Theological Seminary at 

Gettysburg was our guest preacher 

on All Saints Sunday and the Rev. 

Dr. Phil Krey , President of Lu-

theran Theological Seminary at 

Philadelphia, and a former Intern at 

Church of the Reformation, will be 

our guest preacher on November 8th.  

Other guest preachers this fall have 

included Rev. Dr. Paul Wee, a for-

mer Sr. Pastor at Church of the Ref-

ormation and former Associate Sec-

retary of Human Rights of the Lu-

theran World Federation, Rev. 

Roger Dahlin, former Interim Pas-

tor at Reformation and Rev. Dr. 

Cecilie Jorgensen Strommen, Pas-

tor in the Norwegian Lutheran 

Church and wife of Norwayôs Am-

bassador to the United States, Weg-

ger Christian Strommen. 

Yet to come this fall are Adult Fo-

rum presentations by other Partners 

In Ministry:  The National Lu-

theran Home in Rockville, MD an 

assisted living institution that started 

in the 19th century by a gift of land 

donated by a member of Reforma-

tion; Lutheran World Relief , head-

quartered in Baltimore, MD and 

Capitol Hill Group Ministry , a 

cooperative social ministry on Capi-

tol Hill that Rev. Dr. Arnold Kel-

ler, helped develop while he was 

Reformationôs Sr. Pastor. 
 

 

This list is but a representation of the 

many clergy who have been involved 

with the past life and ministry of Church 

of the Reformation, and of our many 

Partners In Ministry throughout the 

church.   We give thanks to the Lord for 

all of these wonderful individuals and 

organizations who have shared Reforma-

tionôs journey as a congregation of the 

ELCA, ñWitnessing the Light of Christ to 

the Community.ò 
By Helen Vigness 

Plans are underway for our Christmas 

programs.  Christmas is a special time at 

Reformation.  We celebrate as a congre-

gation with ñhanging of the greensò, altar 

remembrance poinsettias, childrenôs pro-

grams, the advent candles, music of the 

season, the gospel bringing the ñgood 

newsò from Bethlehem . . .  

We also think about others.  Once again, 

each of us will have several opportunities 

to ñgiveò--   

 

CHRISTMAS 

COOKIE BAGS ï 

Remembrances 

from Reformation 

are delivered by the 

Pastor or volunteers with a visit to our 

special membersðthose who canôt get to 

church, to some who have recently lost 

loved ones; and to other special 

friends.  Bags are assembled by volun-

teers with home-baked cookies donated 

by our members, candies, and fruit.     

 

AMEN CHRIST-

MAS BAGS ï Bags 

filled with snacksð

such as peanut butter 

crackers and similar 

treats donated by our members--are as-

sembled and given to participants in the 

AMEN program at the annual AMEN 

Christmas Party at SEM.    

 

AMEN CHRISTMAS TREE 

ï ñBallsò are hung on a tree in 

the Parish Hall identified as 

child (with age) or wife/

mother for families of partici-

pants in the AMEN program.    Members 

take a ñballò and return it with a gaily 

wrapped gift for distribution at SEMôs 

AMEN Christmas Party.    

 

GIFTS OF HOPE ï 

A thoughtful way of 

remembering a friend 

at Christmas.  With a 

donation to one of the 

many, many needs of 

our neighbors, a Christmas card you send 

announces to your friend the gift made in 

his/her name. 

As part of our 140th Anniversary Year 

Celebration we have had the privilege of 

hosting a number of guest preachers this 

fall and our Adult Forums have focused 

on the theme ñCelebrating our Partners 

in Ministryò.   Congregational ministry is 

the base of all that we do within the 

church to witness the love of God in 

Christ Jesus to others ï in both word and 

deed.  However, we are accompanied in 

our own efforts of ministry by many 

other individuals and organizations.  Our 

ñPartners In Ministryò are essential to 

effective and meaningful work in service 

to others in our greater community and 

throughout the world.     

We havenôt been able to include every 

partner in our fall 2009 series, but we are 

making an exciting start. The ñPartners 

in Ministryò we have celebrated this fall 

will have highlighted our relationships 

with: 

Southeast Ministry ï our celebra-

tion included the Installation of 

Southeast Ministryôs new Executive 

Director, Ms. Valarie Ashley and 

highlighted the return of Reforma-

tionôs Tutoring Program now an-

chored by Southeast Ministry staff 

and programs. 

Youth Ministry  ï we celebrated the 

ELCA church-wide Youth Gathering 

in New Orleans this year with the 

three Reformation youth who par-

ticipated:  Brittany Cowden, Jocelyn 

Donahue and Luke Frerichs, along 

with Anne Sanyi, our Youth and 

Family Coordinator. 

Lutheran Social Services of the 

National Capitol Area ï the cele-

bration of our partnership was high-

lighted with a presentation by Ex-

ecutive Director, Melissa Graves, 
recognizing Pastor Braaten for his 

six years of service as a member of 

the LSS/NCA Board.  

ELCA Churchwide  ï Reformation 

member Philip Moeller , a 2009 

Churchwide Assembly delegate 

from our synod, shared the important 

decisions taken this year on a num-

ber of issues ï human sexuality, the 

ñRosteringò of gay and lesbian pas-

tors and Middle East peace-making.  

Lutheran Volunteer Corps ï we 

Celebrating Our 
Partners In Ministry  


