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Dear Friends, 
 

Jesus Christ gathers and sends the church 

on a great mission to share the good 

news of Godôs unconditional love and 

justice with the whole world.  Iôm awed 

and joyful that God has called Lutheran 

Church of the Reformation and me to this 

mutual ministry.  Thank you for enthusi-

astically welcoming me as the new senior 

pastor. 
 

Over the first year of my service here, I 

will focus on listening to the congrega-

tionôs members and neighbors to learn 

how God is present and moving within 

our lives.  Iôll set up many individual 

meetings in your homes, neighborhood 

coffee shops, at the church building and 

in other places to get to know you.  With 

the council and other leadership groups, 

Iôll also arrange group meetings so we 

can listen to one another and discern how 

God is calling our congregation to minis-

try here and now. 
 

Proclaiming Godôs good news through 

worship leadership and preaching is one 

of my chief responsibilities as the senior 

pastor.  Worship is the heart of Godôs 

ministry with usðhere God nourishes us 

with the wondrous gifts of grace and 

encourages us to love and serve our 

neighbors in our daily lives. 
 

Also this year, Iôll be seeking ways to 

work with you to share the gifts of Godôs 

grace with more people in our neighbor-

hood, across the DC region, and around 

the globe.  Weôll work together to wel-

come and incorporate new members into 

this congregation.   Neighbors here and 

throughout the world are seeking good 

news, community and inspiration.   God 

has blessed and called us for this mis-

sion. 
 

Another major focus of mine will be 

leading the stewardship of Godôs re-

sources for ministry.  Often in our eco-

nomic livesðhouseholds, congregations, 

and nationsðwe are motivated by fear 

and scarcity.  Godôs good news opens 

our hearts to the abundance of Godôs 

creation and imaginative ways to share 

Godôs gifts with each other. 
 

I look forward to meeting each of you 

and listening to how God has been mov-

ing in your life.   The best way to contact 

me is by calling the office phone, 202-

543-4200, or via email, 

Wilker@ReformationDC.org.  Iôll usu-

ally be working Sunday through Thurs-

day, taking Friday and Saturday off.  

When you canôt reach me at the officeð

and especially during emergencies, my 

cell phone is 202-309-3649.  
 

Peace be with you, 

 
 

Rev. Michael D. Wilker 

Senior Pastor 

 

Nominations for 

Council and Board of 

Trustees  
Nominations for Council and Board of 

Trustees Members 
 

Are you interested in serving on the Con-

gregation Council or Board of Trustees, 

or do you know someone who might be? 

 

During our congregational meeting on 

December 4, we will be electing new 

members to both the Council and Board.  

The Congregation Council is the main 

governing body of Reformation.  The 

Council leads the congregation as it dis-

cerns God's mission, develops strategic 

plans, and oversees the congregation's 

finances.  It meets monthly.  There are 13 

Council members, one of whom is a 

youth member below the age of 18.  The 

Board of Trustees is comprised of three 

congregation members and is a legal en-

tity recognized by the District of Colum-

bia for the purpose of ensuring the proper 

ownership, insurance and inventory of 

the congregation's property. 
 

Six members of the Council are leaving, 

one of whom is the current Youth mem-

ber, and two Trustees are leaving the 

Board.  At our December meeting, we 

hope to present the congregation with a 

slate of twelve candidates for Council 

positions and four for the Board of Trus-

tees.  In preparation, we are soliciting 

nominations for those positions. 
 

Craig Haas, as president of the congrega-

tion, will be chairing a nominating com-

mittee comprised of the Council and 

Board members whose terms are expiring 

and three members of the congregation.  

They will review candidates and assem-

ble the final slate.  If you are interested, 

please get in touch with Craig at 

craighaas@me.com, or by sending him a 

note through the church office.  The 

deadline for nominations is November 

13.  Thank you in advance for giving 

prayerful consideration to these opportu-

nities to serve our church. 

212 East Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20003                         202-543-4200 
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A Letter from the Council President  
 

Greetings, dear fellow members of Reformation.  Fall is upon us, and with the change of seasons come many events and celebra-

tions into our life as a congregation.  Let me highlight a few of these. 

 

First is an open house at our new parsonage.  As you know, the building at 226 has been under renovation for many months now in 

preparation for Pastor Wilker and his family.  The project is nearing completion, and itôs time to show off the wonderful work Rag-

nar and the many other workers have been doing.  So, on October 30, coffee hour following both services will take place in 226.  

I am sure you will be very impressed with the transformation.  You may even be tempted to start coveting your Pastorôs house, but 

please donôt succumb! 

 

Second, following the 11 oôclock service on November 6, we will be honoring Chester and Kim Hart for their many years of 

work on our behalf.  As you know, Chester resigned at the end of August, but we will be welcoming him and Kim back to formally 

show our appreciation.  In addition to our warm words we will be presenting them with a gift as a small token of our thanks.  If  you 

like, you can contribute towards that by including a check with your offering marked ñChester Hartò. 

 

The third event is one I know you wonôt want to miss, and that is the formal installation service of Pastor Wilker as our senior 

pastor.  That will take place on Saturday, November 19, at 4:30 in the afternoon.  We will also be hosting a reception follow-

ing the installation to celebrate this new phase in our church life. 

 

Finally, our annual congregational meeting will take place on December 4 following a combined service at 10:00 am.  This is 

the meeting at which we elect new Council and Board of Trustees members, and approve our budget.  Additional details on those 

subjects will be sent out later. 

 

This is an exciting time for us!  I hope to see you at these events. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Craig Haas 

President 

October 30 

Open House at 226 East Capitol 

Metro DC Reformation Service at Church of the  

Reformation 

 

November 5 

Appreciation reception for Chester and Kim Hart after 

the 11:00 AM service 

 

November 19 

Forum with Pastor Chris Scharen -- 3:00 PM 

Pastor Wilkerôs Installation ï 4:30 PM 

 

November 20 

Capitol Hill Group Ministry Thanksgiving Service 

4:00 PM at Lincoln Park United Methodist Church 

 

December 4 

Congregational Meeting 

SEM Open House 

 

December 10  

Hanging of the Greens from 9:00 AM ï 2:00 PM 

Couples Club Event  -- 6:00 PM 

 

Stay tuned for more details as they become available! 

Mark Your Calendars!  
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Vicar Kim¬s Ordination   

Grace and Peace to you my Refor-

mation friends and family!  I canôt 

believe that it has been three years 

since I was in my beginning months 

of my internship.  You were such a 

welcoming congregation, full of 

compassion and spirit.  Now I find 

myself in a new place and in a new 

role.  I have been called to Ordained 

Ministry at Shepherd of the Hills 

Lutheran Church in Berkeley, CA!  

Thanks be to God!!! 

 

Shepherd of the Hills is a congrega-

tion of around 130 up in the Berke-

ley Hills by a large regional park.  

Almost all of the adults have at least 

a college degree with many profes-

sionals.  The congregation is known 

for their Welcome Statement (check 

it out at their website:  

www.sothb.org) and their commit-

ment to youth &families and social 

justice.  It seems to be the perfect 

call for me! 

 

On October 8th, I was ordained by 

Bishop Steven Ullestad at my child-

hood church in Belmond, IA.  I had 

voted for him during his first term 

when I was in high school, so it was 

great to have him there.  The pastor 

who baptized me was able to come 

and participate as well as many pas-

tors I had worked with while in 

youth ministry.  I am especially 

grateful that Pastor Conrad Braaten 

was able to come to represent Refor-

mation and he shared a wonderful 

sermon to propel me into ministry.  

Even a couple from my new church 

in California were able to come out 

and support me.  I was the 14th per-

son to become a pastor from my small 

country church so they were so excited 

and supportive of the day. 

 

I want to thank all of you for all you 

have done to support my call and help 

me grow as a pastor.  I want to thank 

Pastor Braaten for the lovely Guate-

malan stole and thank Diane and the 

internship committee for the beautiful 

childrenôs stole, which I look forward 

to wearing at my first Baptism, and to 

all in the congregation who contrib-

uted to a generous gift. 

 

My family is doing well.  My parents 

were excited to see us for a few weeks.  

My mom made a set of beautiful stoles 

for my ministry.  Khalid is continuing 

to grow his IT training business.  

Malik is energetic, funny and very tall.  

In the past few weeks, he has started to 

say more and more 4-5 word sentences 

so is growing into a more social and 

independent little guy.  We live in a 

great apartment in a house with the 

view of the Marin hills, the Bay, 

Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco 

and Oakland.  The sunsets are breath-

taking!  Come and visit us! 

 

I continue to think about and pray for 

all of you and I do hope that our paths 

will cross again soon! 

 

Blessings to you 

 

Pastor Kim Hassan 

 

7357 Stockton Ave 

El Cerrito, CA 94530 

510-230-9533 

kimberswen@hotmail.com 
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By Diane Liesman  

Pearls from the parish administrator  

Sgd Oqnodqsx L`m`fdqƍr Bnqmdq 
 

 

First of all, I want to welcome Pastor Wilker and his family to Reformation.  I am very 

exited that we have a family that will move into the parsonage that I have been working 

on for almost two years now.  Every square inch in the entire house has been been evalu-

ated for either repair, replacement, sanding, staining or painting, and all electrical plus 

plumbing has been upgraded to current standards.  

 

When I started working on the project that we call "226", Pastor Braaten lived in an apart-

ment upstairs and Luther Institute rented the first floor for offices.  All ceilings had false 

"dropped" ceilings that were installed in the 1960s, and the lighting was fluorescent tubes, 

with old wall to wall carpets from the same period. 

 

We have completely restored the house to as close to possible as its original condition 

when it was built in approximately 1910, with the original Southern yellow pine floors 

and all original moldings and doors restored.  The kitchen has been moved from the sec-

ond floor to the old conference room downstairs, and we used one of the five bedrooms upstairs for a master 

bathroom. 

 

I am very proud of being a part of this exciting chapter here at Reformation. 

 

 

Ragnar U. Thorsesen 

thorsesen@reformationdc.org 

Pastor Wilkerôs arrival at the office was a welcome sight indeed!  While our 

team worked together to keep everything going through the summer months, it 

is good to have that pastoral leadership in place once again.  

 

I owe a debt of gratitude to Flossie, Anne, Ragnar, Ryan, Kay King, and Bon-

nie Franklin for giving me the luxury of two weeks vacation ï filling in on 

many fronts.  My travel with friends to the ñhill townsò of Umbria in Italy, 

Venice, and Vienna was exhilarating and fun, but I was very happy to return to 

my community here and to my life at Reformation. 

 

On Sunday, October 2, the small groups began reading, ñMaking Sense of 

Scriptureò by David J. Lose.  This Book of Faith book is an informal discus-

sion that focuses on the big and small questions about the Bible ï questions 

that many of us, and others, have asked as we read and think about Godôs 

word.  David Lose does not necessarily provide the answers but causes us to 

delve more deeply into the scripture and to come to our own conclusions about 

what the Bible is and what we can expect from reading it.  So far (we are only up to Chapter 3) what has 

resonated with me the most is his statement that the Bible is not a divine reference book containing nothing 

but facts that we leave sitting on the shelf, but it is Godôs living, breathing, and active Word, full of stories, 

letters, rules for living, and songs that weave a tapestry of who we, as Christians, are. It invites us into the 

story ï to make it our own ï and to take our place in it. 

 

My prayer is for a beautiful and blessed fall for all of youð 

 

Diane Liesman 

office@reformationdc.org 
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tors and, as an outreach ministry of the 

Lutheran Church of the Reformation on 

Capitol Hill, a pretty good bench (I am 

not a sports analogy person but this one 

fits).ò  

 

There are four things I would like to 

share with you, but I donôt want to take 

away too much thunder from the SEM 

newsletter that will be out sometime in 

November.  First, take a look at the De-

feat Poverty DC website and check out 

their partner profile.  Some of you may 

recall that SEM participated in their 

launch event during last yearôs elections 

to ensure that the goals of making work 

possible, making work pay, and making 

basic needs affordable were at least on 

the table of attention.  Hereôs the link: 

http://defeatpovertydc.org/2011/10/

partner-profile-southeast-ministry. Sec-

ond, save December 4 for this yearôs 

Open House. Third,  please pay attention 

to things you will see about ñGive to the 

Max Day: Greater Washington.ò  This 

will be a one-day fundraising event on 

November 9, 2011, to support nonprofits 

serving the area. The goal is to get tens 

of thousands of people to support their 

favorite nonprofit or cause, raising more 

than $3 million in donations and grants in 

just 24 hours! Our address for this is 

http://give2max.razoo.com/story/

Southeast-Ministry.  Fourth , celebrate 

great news with me about our partnership 

with Lutheran Social Services/NCA that 

was just awarded funding for a project 

we are calling ñSoutheast Family Ha-

ven.ò  We saw each other across a 

crowded room at a pre-proposal confer-

ence and decided afterwards that it just 

made sense to partner as we realized that 

many of the adults we serve are often 

distressed and distracted as they try to 

find quality recreational and out of 

school time services for their children.  

Conversely, many of the LSS parents 

have asked them for help with finding 

employment or getting their GED.  Fi-

nally, neither of us thought that sepa-

rately we could be as competitive bid-

ding for the monies. While I donôt know 

how many others eventually applied, I 

can tell you that there were about 80 peo-

ple at that pre-proposal conference, and 

they awarded 5 grants.  I call that the 

Holy Spirit at work.  The interesting 

thing (and a shameless plug to let you 

know of my dedication) is that I was sit-

ting in my office finishing up the SEM 

portion of the proposal when suddenly 

the building began to shake (yes, the day 

S o u t h e a s t  M in is t r y  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Dear Reformation Family, 

 

I have been at SEM now for just over 

two years. I just joined a new leadership 

group of other executive directors. As a 

way of preparing us to introduce our-

selves to the group in five minutes, the 

facilitators asked four reflection ques-

tions.  I am going to share them with you 

because I thought they were interesting, 

but also because I want you to see my 

answer to one of them.  Here they are: 

 

Tell us about yourself at 10 years old: 

what was happening in your life, what 

were the major influences, activities and 

circumstances? 

 

Tell us about yourself 10 years later at 20 

years old: what was happening in your 

life, what were the major influences, 

activities, and circumstances? 

 

Tell us about yourself 10 years ago: what 

was happening in your life, what were 

the major influences, activities, and cir-

cumstances? 

 

Tell us about yourself 10 days ago (do 

not take this literally ï this is about what 

is happening in your life today): what are 

the major influences, activities, and cir-

cumstances? 

 

My answer to 10 days ago was, ñI love 

my job! I wasnôt always so certain that I 

could say that with a truthful heart, but I 

do.  Raising money is a challenge and 

one that I donôt yet see myself as skilled 

at, but I am always uplifted by seeing the 

effects of what that money does.  Each 

time that I find myself at a point of 

weakness or questioning, the Holy Spirit 

reveals Himself to me, and I know that 

all will be well. I have been doing this 

work just long enough to know that this 

isnôt always true in the nonprofit world, 

but I have a phenomenal Board of Direc-

Ex. Dir Valarie Ashley 

that the Washington metro area experi-

enced a 5.9 earthquake).  I sent the staff 

and students home as a safety precaution, 

went back in the building to put the fin-

ishing touches on it, and then proceeded 

on a 2 hour drive (normally about 40 

minutes) to deliver it to the LSS building 

on Georgia Ave.  (If you were in traffic 

that day you know that the roads were 

crazy).  I guess the last thing that I want 

to say about it is that it makes me happy 

to have this opportunity to work in a sub-

stantive way with one of our Lutheran 

partners, to affirm our Lutheran identity, 

and to be true to our mission.  On that 

note, I want to share with you the mis-

sion of SEM as it was originally written.  

ñFor the Lord is a God of justice: (Isaiah 

30:18) whose Word became flesh in the 

man, Jesus of Nazareth, who delivered 

the message of justice by going out to the 

people and ministering to them as whole 

peopleðbody, mind and spirit.  To be 

committed to justice is also consistent 

with the Constitution of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America,  ñéand, 

every ordained pastor shall speak pub-

licly to the world in solidarity with the 

poor and oppressed, calling for justice 

and proclaiming Godôs love for the 

world.ò(Chapter 14.S14.02). Southeast 

Ministry is a social justice ministry. 

My final note is to say welcome to Pastor 

Wilker!  I had the good fortune of meet-

ing him early in my life at SEM because 

of our participation with the United Lu-

theran Appeal and the Lutheran Asset 

Mapping Project (LAMP).  I know that 

with his experience as executive director 

and president of Lutheran Volunteer 

Corps he will be an amazing mentor/

friend to SEM and to me. 

As always, continue to keep us in your 

prayers.  

 

 

Valarie Ashley        

United Way # 8740 

Executive Director  

CFC# 95794 

202-562-2636 (o) 

202-562-5121 (f) 

http://defeatpovertydc.org/2011/10/partner-profile-southeast-ministry
http://defeatpovertydc.org/2011/10/partner-profile-southeast-ministry
http://give2max.razoo.com/story/Southeast-Ministry
http://give2max.razoo.com/story/Southeast-Ministry
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A Day of Welcome 
 

 

On Sunday, October 9, I had the great pleasure and privilege of offi-

cially welcoming Rev. Michael Wilker on his first Sunday with Refor-

mation.  

 

It was the culmination of a long process ï months of reflection by the 

congregation, development of a congregational profile, discernment 

by the call committee, then the council, and finally, a congregational 

vote to call Pastor Wilker  as our new senior pastor and spiritual 

leader. What a joyful day it was!  

 

As Pastor Wilker stood before the congregation on Oct. 9, joined by 

the call committee and the council, he vowed to love us, serve us, and 

pray for us, nourish us with the Word and Sacrament, and lead us in 

making Godôs love known through service to each other and the com-

munity. We, as a congregation, in turn, vowed to receive him as our 

pastor, to work with him as a partner, and to pray for him in his minis-

try.  

 

A special coffee hour, hosted by the council and call committee, cele-

brated this new milestone in our congregational life, and Pastor 

Wilkerôs family ï his wife Judy Kittleson, and his children Maija and 

Karl  were on hand for the worship service and the festivities after-

ward as well.  

 

 I am so thrilled to be part of Reformation at this exciting time in our 

congregationôs life and I know that we will all continue to welcome 

Pastor Wilker and family in ways large and small, formal and infor-

mal, over the next several months, starting with his formal installation 

on Saturday, November 19 at 4:30 p.m.  in the sanctuary ... mark your 

calendars now! 

 

Emily Sollie 

Vice President 
Pr. Wilker preaching. 

Judy Kittleson, Pr. 

Wilkerôs wife, meet-

ing the Teets family. Pr. Wilker giving the Childrenôs Message 
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Del Voss, member 

of Call Committee, 

praying 

Emily Sollie, VP 

of Council, wel-

coming Pr. 

Wilker.  

Processional 


