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4g Ypu igtergsted in serving on the Con-
gregation Council or Board of Trustees,
or do you know someone who might be?

w hnal liseening to hdwdod haslbéemmaoa-w e d

and joyful that God has called Lutheran ing in your life. The best way to contact During our congregational meeting on

Church of the Reformation and me to thisne is by calling the office phone, 202
mutual ministry. Thank you for enthusi- 5434200, or via email,

astically welcoming me as the new senioWilker@ReformationDC.orgl 6 | |
pastor. ally be working Sunday through Thurs-
day, taking Friday and Saturday off.

Over the first year of my service here, |
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how God is present and moving within
our | ives. I 81 | s @dacebewitmaw y i
meetings in your homes, neighborhood

coffee shops, at the church building and
in other places to get to know you. With
the council and other leadership groups,

ndi vid

Rev. Michael D. Wilker
Senior Pastor

December 4, we will be electing new
members to both the Council and Board.

UThealCongregation Council is the main

governing body of Reformation. The
Council leads the congregation as it dis-
eedfns @bel's raidsiont dewvelope $trhtégie e
Rlans, and oversees the congregation's
finances. It meets monthly. There are 13
g unpcil members, one of whom is a
youth member below the age of 18. The
Board of Trustees is comprised of three
congregation members and is a legal en-
tity recognized by the District of Colum-
i%for the purpose of ensuring the proper

1ol l also arrange gr 50 ownership, insurance and inventory of

can listen to one another and discern how the con rl?a' ation's propert y

God is calling our congregation to minis- greg property.

try here and now. Six members of the Council are leaving,

Proclaiming Godés go g h one of whom is the current Youth mem-

worship leadership and preaching is one gigrzndgrvgu:_g::;e;’baerﬁ:qeei\ﬁgg thee

of my chief responsibilities as the senior : ing, v
astor Worship is God goye to present the _congregat|on W|t_h a

rpninistr with lﬁ& here God nourishes us Slate of twelve candidates for Council

with thg wondrous gifts of grace and positions and four for the Board of Trus-

encourages us to love and serve our tees. In preparation, we are soliciting

neighbors in our daily lives nominations for those positions.

Al so this year, 10811 ays (?rtalg Haas, as _p_reS|dent O.f thg congrega-

work with you to sha of dop, | ec_hamnganomlnat[ngcom-

grace with more people in our neighbor- mittee comprised of the Council and L

hood, across the DC region, and around Board members whose terms are expiring

t h é gl obe \;Ve 511 wo o w d three members of the congregation.

come and incorporate new members into
this congregation. Neighbors here and
throughout the world are seeking good
news, community and inspiration. God
has blessed and called us for this mis-
sion.

Another major focus of mine will be

hey will review candidates and assem-
ble the final slate. If you are interested,
please get in touch with Craig at
craighaas@me.com, or by sending him a
note through the church office. The
deadline for nominations is November
13. Thank you in advance for giving
prayerful consideration to these opportu-
nities to serve our church.

212 East Capitol Street, Washington, DC 20003

202-543-4200




2 A Letter from the Council President
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October 30

Open House at 226 East Capitol

Metro DC Reformation Service at Church of the
Reformation

November 5
Appreciation reception for Chester and Kim Hart after
the 11:00 AM service

November 19
Forum with Pastor Chris Scharer3:00 PM
Pastor Wil keédad®dOPMI nstall at

November 20
Capitol Hill Group Ministry Thanksgiving Service
4:00 PM at Lincoln Park United Methodist Church

December 4
Congregational Meeting
SEM Open House

December 10
Hanging of the Greens from 9:00 AM2:00 PM
Couples Club Event- 6:00 PM

Stay tuned for more details as they become available!




3 Vicar Kim=as Ordi
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son to become a pastor from my small
Grace and Peace to you my Refor-

mation friends angfg supﬁoﬂf‘ii/eloMHe day.!
believe that it has been three years
since | was in my beginning months | want to thank all of you for all you
of my internship. You were such a hayve done to support my call and help
welcoming congregation, full of me grow as a pastor. | want to thank
compassion and spirit. Now | find  pastor Braaten for the lovely Guate-
myself in a new place and in a new malan stole and thank Diane and the
role. | have been called to Ordained jnternship committee for the beautiful
Ministry at Shepherd of the Hills childrenéds stole,
Lutheran Church in Berkeley, CA! {0 wearing at my first Baptism, and to
Thanks be to God!!! all in the congregation who contrib-
uted to a generous gift.
Shepherd of the Hills is a congrega-
tion of around 130 up in the Berke- My family is doing well. My parents
ley Hills by a large regional park.  ere excited to see us for a few week
Almost all of the adults have at least My mom made a set of beautiful stole
a college degree with many profes-  for my ministry. Khalid is continuing
sionals. The congregation is known to grow his IT training business.

country church so they were so excited
canot

for their Welcome Statement (check
it out at their website:
www.sothb.org) and their commit-
ment to youth &families and social
justice. It seems to be the perfect
call for me!

On October 8, | was ordained by
Bishop Steven Ullestad at my child-
hood church in Belmond, IA. | had
voted for him during his first term
when | was in high school, so it was
great to have him there. The pastor
who baptized me was able to come
and participate as well as many pas-
tors | had worked with while in
youth ministry. | am especially
grateful that Pastor Conrad Braaten

Malik is energetic, funny and very tall.
In the past few weeks, he has started
say more and more8 word sentences
S0 is growing into a more social and
independent little guy. We live in a
great apartment in a house with the
view of the Marin hills, the Bay,
Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco
and Oakland. The sunsets are breath
taking! Come and visit us!

| continue to think about and pray for
all of you and | do hope that our paths
will cross again soon!

Blessings to you

Pastor Kim Hassan

was able to come to represent Refor-

mation and he shared a wonderful
sermon to propel me into ministry.
Even a couple from my new church
in California were able to come out
and support me. | was the™ger-

7357 Stockton Ave

El Cerrito, CA 94530
5102309533
kimberswen@hotmail.com
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An annual celebration

Sunday, Qctober 30
1 ok P,m, or

at Lutheran Church
of the Reformation
on Capitol Hill

OIRECTIONS o Lutheran Church of
the Reformation (211 E. Capitol 5t
10003] can be found from
v relomationdcarg.
HANDICAP PARKING spats anky behind
buiding sreet parking available.
HETROD ACCESS from Capitol South
(osest] and Union Stabn
OFFERIMG desinated for National
Cathedral repair work after
arthuake.

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS provided afte
werhip service.
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__  Pearls from the parish administrator

By Diane Liesrlan

Pastor Wi lkerdéds arrival at the of
team worked together to keep everything going through the summer mon
is good to have that pastoral leadership in place once again.

| owe a debt of gratitude to Flossie, Anne, Ragnar, Ryan, Kay King, and
nie Franklin for giving me the luxury of two weeks vacaticiilling in on
many fronts. My travel with frice
Venice, and Vienna was exhilarating and fun, but | was very happy to rett
my community here and to my life at Reformation.

On Sunday, October 2, the small ¢

Scriptured by David J. Lose. Thi

sion that focuses on the big and small questions about theiBijolestions

that many of wus, and ot hers, have

word. David Lose does not necessarily provide the answers but causes (

delve more deeply into the scripture and to come to our own conclusions ewvue

what the Bible is and what we can expect from reading it. So far (we are only up to Chapter 3) wha
resonated with me the most is his statement that the Bible is not a divine reference book containing
but facts that we | eave sitting on the shelf
letters, rules for living, and songs that weave a tapestry of who we, as Christians, are. It invites us i
storyi to make it our owri and to take our place in it.

My prayer is for a beautiful and blessed fall for all of §ou

Diane Liesman
office @reformationdc.org
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First of all, | want to welcome Pastor Wilker and his family to Reformatlam very
exited that we have a family that will move into the parsonage that | have been work
onfor almost two years nowEvery square inch in the entire house has been been e
ated for either repair, replacement, sanding, staining or painting, and all electrical pl
plumbing has been upgraded to current standards.

When | started working on the project that we call "226", Pastor Braaten lived in an
ment upstairs and Luther Institute rented the first floor for offices. All ceilings had fa
"dropped" ceilings that were installed in the 1960s, and the lighting was fluorescent
with old wall to wall carpets from the same period.

We have completely restored the house to as close to possible as its original condit

when it was built in approximately 1910, with the original Southern yellow pine floors

and all original moldingand doors restoredlhe kitchen has been moved from the sea
ond floor to the old conference room downstairs, and we used one of the five bedrooms upstairs for a mg
bathroom.

| am very proud of being a part of this exciting chapter here at Reformation.

Ragnar U. Thorsese
thorsesen@reformationdc.o




5 Southeast Ministry

tors and, as an outreach ministry of the that the Washington metro area experi-
Lutheran Church of the Reformation on enced a 5.9 earthquake). | sent the staff
Capitol Hill, a pretty good bench (lam and students home as a safety precaution,
not a sports analogy person but this one went back in the building to put the fin-

fits). o ishing touches on it, and then proceeded
on a 2 hour drive (normally about 40
There are four things | would like to minutes) to deliver it to the LSS building

share with you, b ubnGQeorglacAved @if yowwemetintrafic t a k

away too much thunder from the SEM  that day you know that the roads were

newsletter that will be out sometime in  crazy). | guess the last thing that | want

November.First, take a look at the De- to say about it is that it makes me happy

feat Poverty DC website and check out to have this opportunity to work in a sub-

their partner profile. Some of you may stantive way with one of our Lutheran

recall that SEM participated in their partners, to affirm our Lutheran identity,

My Dear Reformation Family, l aunch event dur i ngndtodetiue tycaramisdiom. Gnlthatc t i o
to ensure that the goals of making work note, | want to share with you the mis-

| have been at SEM now for just over  possible, making work pay, and making sion of SEM as it was originally written.

two years. | just joined a new leadership basic needs affordable were atleaston A For t he Lord is a Go
group of other executive directors. Asat he tabl e of att en 80:18)mwhose Wdrel beeadne fleshlinghe | i n
way of preparing us to introduce our-  http://defeatpovertydc.org/2011/10/ man, Jesus of Nazareth, who delivered

selves to the group in five minutes, the partnerprofile-southeasministry. Sec- the message of justice by going out to the
facilitators asked four reflectionques- ond, save December 4peopleand midistesng tp themrad whole
tions. | am going to share them with youOpenHouse.Third, please pay attention peoplé body, mind and spirit. To be

because | thought they were interesting,t o t hi ngs you wi | | cosmmited o fusticets alSo@dnsistentt ot
but also because | wantyoutoseemy Max Day: Gr eat er Waithkhe Qogstitation.ofthe Eviaigelisal
answer to one of them. Here they are: will be a oneday fundraisingeventon Lut heran Church in An

November 9, 2011, to support nonprofits every ordained pastor shall speak pub-
Tell us about yourself at 10 years old:  serving the area. The goal is to get tens licly to the world in solidarity with the
what was happening in your life, what  of thousands of people to support their poor and oppressed, calling for justice
were the major influences, activities and favorite nonprofit or cause, raisihgmoreand procl ai ming Godés

circumstances? than $3 million in donations and grantsirwor | d. 0 ( Chapter 14. S1
just 24 hours! Our address for this is Ministry is asocial justiceministry.
Tell us about yourself 10 years later at 20ttp://give2max.razoo.com/story/ My final note is to say welcome to Pastor
years old: what was happening in your SoutheasMinistry. Fourth, celebrate Wilker! | had the good fortune of meet-
life, what were the major influences, great news with me about our partnershipng him early in my life at SEM because
activities, and circumstances? with Lutheran Social Services/NCA that of our participation with the United Lu-
was just awarded funding for a project theran Appeal and the Lutheran Asset
Tell us about yourself 10 years ago: whatve ar e cal |l i ng @ So Maphirg®mject (EAMBY)i llkyow that -
was happening in your life, whatwere ven. 0 We s aw e ac h withhibexperieace as@xeautivadirector
the major influences, activities, and cir- crowded room at a pyeroposal confer-  and president of Lutheran Volunteer
cumstances? ence and decided afterwards that it just Corps he will be an amazing mentor/

made sense to partner as we realized thdtiend to SEM and to me.
Tell us about yourself 10 days ago (do many of the adults we serve are often  As always, continue to keep us in your
not take this literally this is about what distressed and distracted as they try to prayers.
is happening in your life today): what arefind quality recreational and out of
the major influences, activities, and cir- school time services for their children.
cumstances? Conversely, many of the LSS parents  Valarie Ashley
have asked them for help with finding  United Way # 8740
My answer to 10 da gngploywngndor getirsy theifiGED.|IFe v &xecutive Director
my j ob! I wasnodot a hallyangither of as thowgint that sepa- t KRCH 95794
could say that with a truthful heart, but | rately we could be as competitive bid- 202562-2636 (0)
do. Raising moneyisachallengeand di ng f or the moni e 20256285121l1fe | dondt know
one that | don 6t y bow mang @hemhgveneudlly apalied, Is ki | | ed

o0

eﬁects of what that money does. Each ple at that preoroposal conference, and =

time that | find myself at a point of they awarded 5 grants. | call that the
weakness or questioning, the Holy Spirit Holy Spirit at work. The interesting

reveals Himself to me, and | know that thing (and a shameless plug to let you
all will be well. | have been doing this  know of my dedication) is that | was sit
work just long enough to know that this ting in my office finishing up the SEM
i snét al ways tr ue portiontohtte proposalpvhea $uddenly
but I have a phenomenal Board of Direc-the building began to shake (yes, the d
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° A Day of Welcome

On Sunday, October 9, | had the great pleasure and privilege of 0
cially welcoming Rev. Michael Wilker on his first Sunday with Refq
mation.

It was the culmination of a long procésmonths of reflection by the
congregation, development of a congregational profile, discernme
by the call committee, then the council, and finally, a congregatio
vote to callPastor Wilkeras our new senior pastor and spiritual
leader. What a joyful day it was!

As Pastor Wilker stood before the congregation on Oct. 9, joined |
the call committee and the council, he vowed to love us, serve us,
pray for us, nourish us with the Word and Sacrament, and lead u
making Godo6s |l ove known throu i
munity. We, as a congregation, in turn, vowed to receive him as ol
pastor, to work with him as a partner, and to pray for him in his mi

try.

A special coffee hour, hosted by the council and call committee, ¢
brated this new milestone in our congregational life, and Pastor
Wi | k e r 6ishis wife dudyl Kittleson, and his childréaija and
Karl were on hand for the worship service and the festivities after
ward as well.

| am so thrilled to be part of Reformation at this exciting time in o
congregationés |life and | kno
Pastor Wilker and family in ways large and small, formal and infor
mal, over the next several months, starting with his formal installas
on Saturday, November 19 at 4:30 p.in.the sanctuary ... mark you
calendars now!

Emily Sollie
Vice President
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