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Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2012 at 6:00 and 10:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
Washington, DC 

Celebration  of  Christmas 

December 24, 2022          5:00 p.m. 
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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation!  For 153 years, Reformation has 
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol.  We celebrate God’s presence in 
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their 
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been 
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including 
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 100 apartments for refugees over the past few 
years. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we 
have belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the 
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.   
 

Offering and gifts  are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of the 
church here and around the world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the 
Reformation."  Please place in the offering plate as it’s passed around in the pews. 
 

Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another household.  
In this way, we show our care for one another.  
 

Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is 
equipped with sound for caregivers.  A professionally staffed nursery is open. 
Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower level of the St. John’s building.   
 

An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the right 
front of the sanctuary near the elevator.  
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200, ext. 11.  
You may also email Pastor Kevin at vandiver@reformationdc.org. 
 

If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church 
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.   
 

Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and 
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and 
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and 
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 4 million member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (www.elca.org). 
 

 



3 

 

Prelude                                          

Welcome and Introduction 
This is a story you might know well together with something else we know well, 
the alphabet.  We begin with A for an angel, Gabriel, who began the story with a 
greeting:  
  “Greetings, favored one! God is with you! You will conceive in your womb and 
  bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.”  

Call to Worship 
   Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

The impossible is about to happen in a stable. The people who have walked in 
gloom have seen a great light; 
Those who lived in a land of deep gloom, on them has the light shined! 
 
This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, for God was doing 
the most unbelievable, dangerous thing.  
This is the evening when God embraced humanity from the inside, as one of 
us, from birth to death.  
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.  

☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
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Gathering Hymn           O Come, All Ye Faithful              verse 1       
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Greeting 
 The grace and truth of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray. 

 After a brief silence for our personal prayers, the minister continues. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

 Please be seated. 

Christmas Gospel I            Luke 2:1-4 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was de-
scended from the house and family of David. 
 
B is for Bethlehem, where our story takes place. People traveled from far and wide to  

arrive in the city; it was very busy. 
C is for a census (that’s a counting of all the people) the reason so many people filled the 

city of Bethlehem 
D is for the donkey that carried the family on their long journey to Bethlehem to be count-

ed 
E is for exhausted, that’s how everyone felt when they arrived – tired from all the  

travelling 
F is for family: Mary and Joseph and their new baby Jesus, who was born that night in 

Bethlehem. 
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Hymn            O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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Christmas Gospel II            Luke 2:5-7 
5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child.6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
G is for the Good News about to be shared with all the earth.  
H is for herds, all the animals that were present in the stable, and the flocks of sheep in the 

field with the shepherds when they heard the good news. 
I is for our imaginations, stirred by this story! 
J is for joy the excitement and happiness that a new baby and now, this special night 

brings. 
K is for kindness, shown by the innkeeper that night, allowing a tired family to stay in the 

stable when there was no room in the inn. 

Hymn                 Away in a Manger 
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Christmas Gospel III         Luke 2:8-14 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and say-
ing, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 
L is for the love we share with one another all through the year and especially at Christ-

mas. 
M is for the manger, it is usually used to hold food for animals, but this time it held the ba-

by because he had no crib. 
N is for Noel, another word for Christmas. It means new birth, that’s what happened in our 

story, and it happens every year. The angels sang songs of Noel, Christmas!  
 
Please stand as you are able for our next songs, prayers, and sharing of the peace. 
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 Please rise in body or spirit. 

Hymn       Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Prayers of Intercession 
As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all 
of creation. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

  
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and 
those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen.  

Sharing of Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.   
 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of Christ's peace, forgiveness, freedom, and reconciliation and say "Peace be with 
you” or similar words. Please be seated during the announcements. 

 
 
 As you have finished sharing the peace, you may be seated for short announcements and our offering. 
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Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  
 We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world.  Checks 
 may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate as it is passed in the 
 pews.  

                What Child Is This?      

☙ ☙ ☙  MEAL  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  
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 Please remain seated until after our next hymn. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 Let us pray. Holy God, 

your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross. 
As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to 
extend your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.  

O is for offering, there were many gifts for the baby; even the ones we just shared! 
P is for peace – something we shared with a handshake, a hug, or smile! This peace is a 

sign of Christ’s reconciliation  
Q is for quiet we hear when we pray in church and ask for God’s love and mercy.  

Christmas Gospel IV                   Luke 2:15-20 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 
 
R is for revelation, God showing us who God is (in a little baby born one night) 
S is for one special star that shone bright in the night showing wise ones the way to Jesus. 
T is for trust, the confidence we have in God. 
U is for unity, all different people brought together tonight to celebrate God’s love! 
V is for vulnerable, a little child needs to be cared for, protected–that’s our job. 
W is for wonder– our amazement at the beauty of how much God loves us. 
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Hymn            Go, Tell It on the Mountain        

 Please rise in body or spirit as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
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The Great Thanksgiving                I Corinthians 11:23-26 

 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
 
Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, from east to west, from north to south, in all seasons of our life, to 
give thanks to you, O God, O Living One. Dwelling beyond time and space, you abide 
among us, embracing the world with your justice and love. And so, with the church 
in all times and places, with the multitudes in heaven and the countless choirs of 
angels, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

Holy, Holy, Holy               Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 All people join the angels’ song.  
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, we praise you. 
Let the heavens be joyful, 
and the earth be glad. 
We bless you for creating the whole world; 
for your promises to your people Israel, 
and for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells. 
 
Born of Mary, he shares our life. 
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us. 
Guiding his children, he leads us. 
Visiting the sick, he heals us. 
Dying on the cross, he saves us. 
Risen from the dead, he gives new life. 
Living with you, he prays for us. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup 
and proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
that this meal may be  
a communion in the body and blood of our Lord. 
Make us one with Christ 
and with all who share this feast. 
Unite us in faith, 



16 

 

Invitation to Communion          
Please be seated until you come forward for communion.  
 
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives.  
All are welcome, including children of any age, to come and dine. Anyone who does not want to 
eat and drink is welcome to come forward for a blessing. Please let our communion servers know if 
your child would like communion or a blessing.  
 
As you come down the center aisle, please take an empty cup. Fill in from the center aisle outward  
toward either wall. The minister will offer you bread to eat. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, please 
inform the minister. Hold your cup out for the silver chalice to receive wine. For grape juice, hold your 
cup out for the blue chalice. After a brief personal prayer, please return to your pew using the side 
aisle. Pick up a candle in the baskets on the front pew. 

encourage us with hope, 
inspire us to love, 
that we may serve as your faithful disciples 
until we feast at your table in glory. 
 
We praise you,  
through Christ your Word made flesh, 
in the holy and life-giving Spirit,  
one God now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 Please be seated. 
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Communion Hymn            Hark! The Herald Angels Sing! 
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Communion Hymn             Holy Child within the Manger 
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Candle Lighting  
As the prayer concludes, we will begin to dim the lights and light the candles before the Hymn, Silent 
Night. The ministers light a candle from the Christ candle, which symbolizes the Light of the world of 
whom John’s gospel speaks. The ushers light their candles from the ministers candle, then light the can-
dle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. Please dip your unlit candle to receive the flame from your 
neighbor's lit candle. The lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when giving light to 
another. Candles will remain lit until after the blessing. 

Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give 
us food for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy fami-
ly home again, guide us on the way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may our 
lives proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Communion Hymn             Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
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             Silent Night, Holy Night   
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Blessing            

 God the Creator who delights in you, 
Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
and the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, 
☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace. 
Amen. 
 

 Candles may be extinguished as the lights brighten and we conclude the alphabet.  

X is for Xmas, the X is actually the symbol for Christ and the first letter of the Greek word 
for Christ, Χριστό ς 

Y is for You! here to celebrate and worship. 
Z is for zeal, the passion with which we share the Good News and God’s love tonight and it 

is with zeal we sing our final song!  

☙ ☙ ☙  SENDING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 
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Sending Forth  
 Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                    Toccata        C.M. Widor         

 Please rise in body or spirit. 

Sending Hymn            Joy to the World             
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PRAYER LIST 

WE GIVE THANKS … 
 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
 Alesia & Stephen Frerichs (12/22).  

 
 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
 Jonathan Mennuti (12/21); Roger Dahlin (12/23).  

 

WE PRAY FOR …  
 For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Ethiopia. 
 For the families, friends, and communities affected by gun violence. 
 Will Anderson and his family, as they mourn the death of his grandmother, Alice 
  Niekras.  
 Lyndon Smith, as he recovers from COVID. 
 Suzanne Hazard, as she recovers from knee replacement surgery on 12/21.  
 Joseph Welsh would like prayers for Dakota Welsh. 
 For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
 Kay King, as she recovers from surgery. 
 For the migrants who are bused to DC. 
 George Hutchinson, going through physical therapy at home. 
 Roger Dahlin, as his health recovers. 
 Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.  
 For the Anacostia River.    
 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda 

Manning, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members of those in 
service here and around the world. 

 

From our hearts for: 
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones, 

Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Margot Lyddane, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill 
Scott, Madge Selinsky, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 

Please email your prayer requests to office@ReformationDC.org. 

 
Have an announcement for the Weekly Word? Please submit to 

miller@reformationdc.org by Tuesday at midnight. 
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The poinsettias in the chancel are given to the glory of God!  
Names are listed alphabetically by honoree’s last name. 

 

In memory of Helen Au by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mel Antonin by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Louise Baker by Kay and Larry King 

In honor of The Baseball Lunch Bunch by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Susan Blackman by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Margaret Bush by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Alice Carey by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Hildegard and Parry Carlson by Karen and Parry Carlson 

In memory of Joanne and Paul Cochrane by Karen and Parry Carlson  

In memory of Frances L. Cook by Matt Cook 

In memory of the Rev. Father Alfredo Coye, his former partner, by Philip W. Moeller 

In honor of Mimi (Barbara) Cunningham by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Patrick Dolan by Larry King 

In memory of David Greaves by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mary and Karl Gruel, Sr. by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Teresa Hamlin by Larry King 

In honor of Emma Harrington by the Tobler Cunningham family 
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In honor of Emma Harrington and Judith Mangubat by Matt and Stephanie Fouse 

In memory of Chester Hart by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Victor Hickman by Wayne and Grace Krumwiede 

In honor of George Hutchinson by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Jarrod Jabre and Julie Miller by Matt and Stephanie Fouse 

In memory of Robert Josten by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of the Reverend Dr. Arnold F. Keller by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Geneva Blackwelder Kendall by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their mother – Verna E. (Betty) King by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their brother – Corliss F. King II by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their Aunts – Leanore M. King, Rachael L. McClain, Ruth Rabits and Esther 
Snare by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Joanna Lowther by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Great Aunt Marlise by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Judith Mangubat by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of their Aunts and Uncles – William and Martha McClain and Richard and 
Alberta McClain by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Pastor Wanda McNeill by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Wyatt Meraw by Matt Aviles 

In memory of Uncle Mike by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of the Rev. George E. and Evelyn W. Moeller, his parents, by Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of Reverend Bryan “Bud” Myers by Larry King 

In memory of Mukisa Nabirye, his mother, by Emmanuel Kabasaala 

In memory of Lillian Nalley by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mary Rawlings by Kay King 

In honor of Reformation’s amazing staff & leaders by the Tobler Cunningham family 
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In honor of Reformation’s Coffee Hour hosts and helpers by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Reformation’s Evangelism & Communications Committee by the Tobler 
Cunningham family 

In honor of Reformation’s Livestream Team by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of David M. Robb, Jr. by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of Richard Rutherford by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Wally Rossmiller by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Bruce K. Sasser by Kay King 

In honor of Madge Selinsky by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Albert Stauderman by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of Albert Stauderman by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Sarah Stauderman, the Altar Guild, and all who serve worship, especially Paul 
Leavitt and the choir, by Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of J. Gordon Swanson by Joy Swanson Ernst 

In memory of John Swanson by Joy Swanson Ernst 

In memory of Roger and Claire Thompson by Mike Thompson and Pete Hillman 

In memory of Grandma and Grandpa Tobler by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Helen Vigness by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Helen Vigness by Wayne and Grace Krumwiede 

In memory of his godson – Ronald West, Jr. by Larry King 

In memory of Wayne E. Whigham by Larry King 

In memory of Katerina, Frederic, and Arlene Williams, his grandparents and aunt, by 
Philip Moeller 

In memory of Linda R. Wyatt by Kay and Larry King 

Given in gratitude to the Lutheran Church of the Reformation Pastoral Call Committee for 
their inspired and successful leadership in calling Pastor Kevin to serve our congregation 
by Roger and Beverly Dahlin 
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The Trees and Greens in the Church are given to the Glory of 

God and in loving memory of their mother, Verna E. (Betty) 

King by Kay and Larry King.  

 

 

 

May God bless you with the courage of 

Mary and the graciousness of  

Joseph this Advent and Christmas season. 
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…  
 

  Presiding Minister: Pastor Kevin Vandiver 
  Altar Care: Sarah Stauderman 
  Cantor:  Gabrielle Levy  
   Reader:  Jane Tobler 
                     Assisting Minister:  Emily Andre 
  Greeter/Ushers:  Stephanie and Matt Fouse         
  Livestream Tech Team:  Christine Goepfert, Andy Weaver  

Senior Pastor      The Reverend Kevin Vandiver     vandiver@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Music & Arts     Paul Leavitt             pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
Community Host      Jarrod Jabre                       space@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Operations     Jarrod Jabre             jabre@ReformationDC.org 
Church Administrator     Julie Miller             miller@ReformationDC.org 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

President: Emily Andre Vice President: Ivy Finkenstadt          Secretary:  Evan Schrage  
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard            Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

     

   

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  

mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org

