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Prelude      Nun komm der heiden Heiland     Bach       

☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship. 

Gathering Hymn         Children of the Heavenly Father          ELW 781 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day   

 The grace of our risen Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Albert. We 
thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrim-
age on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith 
to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so 
that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our 
heavenly home in the company of all your saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

     Please be seated. 

☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧       
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

A Life in Pictures                      

First Reading              Romans 8:31-35; 37-39 
 

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not 
with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, 
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for 
us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Welcome                      
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Second Reading                          1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfad-
ing, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if 
now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness 
of your faith — being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire — may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 
not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 
joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

 Word of God, Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

Jesus our Lord.  
 

  Word of God, Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

Musical Selection        Luther’s Words        Adapted by Paul Leavitt 

This life therefore is not righteousness 
but growth in righteousness,  
not health, but healing,  
not being but becoming,  
not rest but exercise.  
  
We are not yet what we shall be,  
but we are growing toward it,  
the process is not yet finished, 
but it is going on,  
this is not the end,  
but it is the road.  
All does not yet gleam in glory,  
but all is being purified.  

 
-Martin Luther, Defense of All the Articles , William Lazareth transl., as found in Receptive Prayer by 
Grace Brame. 
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The Sharing of Personal Memories       

Holy Gospel                                                         John 14:1-6b 
Please rise in body or spirit to greet Christ in the Gospel. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Fa-
ther's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be al-
so. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, 
"Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus 
said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.               Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Please be seated. 

Homily                       

The Lord’s Prayer                 Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
  

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
 be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
 sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
 deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Please be seated. 

Prayers                                   
 Each prayer petition ends with a brief silence and the following words: 

God of mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Hymn of the Day          The Lord’s My Shepherd          ELW 778
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☙ ☙ ☙  SENDING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God blesses us and sends us in peace.  

Commendation 
 

Let us commend Albert to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
  Silent prayer. 
 

Into your hands, holy God,  
we commend our brother Albert. 
In this life, through the waters of baptism, you embraced him  
with your tender love;  
now bid him to enter eternal rest.  
Welcome him into your paradise,  
where there will be no more sorrow,  
no weeping or pain,  
but where he will enjoy the fullness  
of peace and joy in your presence, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Albert, our companion in faith,  
we entrust you to God.  
Go forth from this world  
in the love of God who created you,  
in the mercy of Jesus who died for you,  
in the power of the Holy Spirit  
who receives and protects you.  
Rest in peace and rise in glory,  
where pain and grief are banished,  
and life and joy are yours forever. 
 
The Lord bless him and keep him.  
The Lord’s face shine on him with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon him with favor and give him ☩ peace. 
Amen. 



6 

 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought back  
from the dead our Lord Jesus,  
the great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you complete in everything good 
so that you may do God’s will, 
working among you  
that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus Christ,  
to whom be glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Sending Hymn   When Peace Like a River                      ELW 785 

 
Postlude                 Toccata in D Minor                    Bach  

The family of Albert Stauderman deeply appreciates your many prayers and love dur-
ing this time. Please greet them at the reception (featuring Al’s famous Manhattans!) 
downstairs in the Parish Hall following this service. 
 
Memorial Gifts can be given to the Wilton Historical Society (wiltonhistorical.org) or 
Lutheran World Relief (lwr.org). 
 
Presiding Minister: Pastor Russ Gordon    Organist: Paul Leavitt 
Special Music: Members of the Reformation Choir  A/V: The Petree Family 
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Albert P. Stauderman, Jr. 
 

Albert P. Stauderman, Jr. died on February 1, 2022 at the Silverado Memory Care Commu-
nity in Alexandria, Virginia, after a long illness. Al was born in 1936 in Teaneck, New Jer-
sey to Albert, Sr. and Martha “Dodd” (Williamson) Stauderman. A child actor in the early 
days of television, “Little Albie” had roles in the “Mama” TV series and on Kraft Television 
Theatre, which was broadcast live from Studio 8H at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, currently the 
home of Saturday Night Live. 
 

He was a proud Syracuse University ROTC graduate and president of his Delta Upsilon fra-
ternity. As a faithful alumnus, Al served on the board of the Dikaia Foundation, which pro-
vides scholarships to DU members at Syracuse, and on the Syracuse Athletics Committee. 
He was also a founder of the Newhouse Alumni Association and worked to establish the 
Stephen Crane Lecture at Syracuse to honor one of Syracuse’s most distinguished stu-
dents. 
 

After college, Al was posted in 1959 to Orleans, France as a Second Lieutenant with the 
Army Security Agency, the U.S. Army’s signals intelligence branch that operated from 
1945 to 1976. Following his active duty service, he transitioned to the Army Reserves and 
was honorably discharged at the rank of Captain. 
 

After the Army, Al embarked on a 50-year career as an advertising production executive. 
As a manager of the Commercial Production Unit at Procter & Gamble from 1964 to 1982, 
he served as the company’s liaison to the advertising agencies and film production compa-
nies that created television ads for P&G’s many consumer products. In that role, he wran-
gled Josephine the Plumber (Comet), Mr. Whipple (Charmin), and countless toddlers in 
Pampers commercials. 
 

In 1982, he moved from Cincinnati, Ohio to Wilton, Connecticut to establish a commercial 
production office at Richardson Vicks, and in 1985 he co-founded Bird Bonette Stauder-
man, in Westport, Connecticut, which provides advertising production consulting, talent 
payment services, and advertising cost containment services to corporate clients around 
the world. He pioneered the cost plus fixed fee model for advertising services, promoting 
transparency in advertising production costs on behalf of corporate clients, and was a fre-
quently quoted expert in this area. 
 

Al was also a man of faith, and he served in many roles as a lay leader in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America, following in the footsteps of his father, Albert Sr., a minister 
and the editor of The Lutheran magazine, and his grandfather, Edward, who at one time 
was the longest serving active Lutheran minister in the United States with a career that 
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spanned seven decades. Al served as council president for two congregations and advised 
both the Ohio Synod and the national church organization on media matters. 
 

Al loved the water, and when he wasn’t sailing his beloved Catalina 22, Blew Bayou, he 
could be found at Sprite Island Yacht Club in Norwalk, Connecticut monitoring Flying Scott 
races from the race committee boat, or in harbors dotting the Connecticut shoreline con-
ducting boat safety checks with the Saugatuck River Power Squadron. His love of water 
extended beyond recreation: he was a long-time member of the Wilton Water Commis-
sion, as well as the town’s Inland Wetlands Commission. 
 

Al also loved English sportscars – the ornerier, the better – and with his wife Helen as pa-
tient navigator, participated in road rallies in France and in the U.S. He loved jazz: the 
soundtrack of his life featured Dave Brubeck’s Time Out, and the Modern Jazz Quartet’s 
Fontessa in heavy rotation. Tennis was also a lifetime pursuit, and he was known – and 
feared by his opponents – for his ferocious first service. Over the years, he perfected the 
dry Manhattan – always with blended whiskey, never rye. 
 

In his later years, Al devoted a great amount of time and effort to locate and uncover the 
lost burial places of enslaved Black people who lived in Wilton during the early Colonial 
Era. By searching historical records, consulting with state agencies, and tramping around 
in local woods and overgrown fields, he identified long forgotten burial sites and brought 
them to the attention of town officials. He was able to bring recognition and honor to indi-
viduals whom time had left behind, and bring to the public consciousness a cruel and op-
pressive chapter in Connecticut history that had long been ignored. 
 

Al is survived by Helen, his loving wife of 63 years; his children, of whom he was inordi-
nately proud: Elizabeth of Rochester, New York; Sarah (Andrew Robb) of Washington, DC; 
and Ted (Julia Noonan) of Rockville, Maryland; two cherished grandchildren, Frederic and 
Katherine; his younger sister Susan Deckhart of Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania; and many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. He will be remembered by countless friends and business 
associates as a thoughtful, ethical, funny, and kind man. 


