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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation!  For 153 years, Reformation has 
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol.  We celebrate God’s presence in 
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their 
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been 
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including 
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 101 apartments for refugees over the past few 
years. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we 
have belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the 
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.   
 

Offering and gifts  are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of the 
church here and around the world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the 
Reformation."  Please place in the offering plate as it’s passed around in the pews. 
 

Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another household.  
In this way, we show our care for one another. Please join us for food and beverages in the 
Parish Hall after the 11 a.m. service. 
 

Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is 
equipped with sound for caregivers.  A professionally staffed nursery is open. 
Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower level of the St. John’s building.  
Sunday School is open to children 4-12 years old in our historic Children’s Chapel on 
the 2nd floor.  Children’s Choir is from 9:45-10am; Bible Lessons from 10-10:50am.  All 
children receive an age appropriate Bible to take home! 
 

An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the right 
front of the sanctuary near the elevator.  
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200, ext. 11.  
You may also email Pastor Kevin at vandiver@reformationdc.org. 
 

If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church 
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.   
 

Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and 
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and 
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and 
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 4 million member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (www.elca.org). 
 

 



3 

 

Prelude                                        Andante from Sonata no. 4                           Mendelssohn

☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome  

Gathering Hymn                       O God of Mercy, God of Light                                 ELW 714  

Refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3rds of 
the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy 
endures  forever. Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have 
not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For 
the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one 
another for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now de-
clare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day  
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see 
the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   

Greeting   

 The grace of our risen Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧       
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

First Reading                                                                       Micah 6:1-8  
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. 
God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrific-
es to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, 
and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

 1Hear what the Lord says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
 

 6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

 Word of God, Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                                              Psalm 15:1-5 

 8:30am: Read responsively     11am: Choir sings verses; everyone sings Refrain.             Hallock  
 

Refrain: 

 1Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your ho- | ly hill? 
2Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is | right, 
 who speaks the truth | from his heart. (Refrain) 
3There is no guile upon his | tongue; he does no evil to | his friend; 
 he does not  heap contempt upon his | neighbor. 
4In his sight the wicked is re- | jected, but he honors those who | fear the LorD.   
    (Refrain) 
 He has sworn to do | no wrong and does not take back | his word. 
5He does not give his money in hope | of gain, nor does he take a bribe a- | gainst the  
     innocent. (Refrain) 
 Whoever | does these things shall never be | overthrown. (Refrain) 
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Second Reading                                                                                 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and 
offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation 
through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and 
power for believers. 
 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wis-
dom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gen-
tiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weak-
ness is stronger than human strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 
the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to re-
duce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteous-
ness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

 Word of God, Word of life.   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation          
 Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Gospel                                                     Matthew 5:1-12 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disci-
ples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heav-
en, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

Hymn of the Day                   I Love to Tell the Story                                   ELW 661 

Sermon                                        Rev. David Newman  
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Sharing of Peace 
The Peace of Christ is with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of Christ's peace with one another by saying “Peace be with you.”  

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world.  Checks 
may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate as it is passed in the 
pews.       
                             (11am) Blessed Be                                  Leavitt                         

 
Blessed be the poor in spirit, blessed alto those who mourn, 
Blessed be the meek, the merciful, and blessed be the lowly born, 
That they would see the Kingdom of Heaven, comforted let them be. 
All the Earth shall they inherit, God’s mercy shall they receive. 
Blessed Be. 
 

Promise now that you will show us how we are called to play a part, 
To be Your working hands in this world to create a Kingdom of the heart, 
For all the broken, lost and suffering, that they would know your love by our love, 
Living God’s deep loving kindness, that we are so certain of. 
Blessed Be. 
 

Let us join in singing praises unto our God, the one in three: 
God, the Father, God in Jesus, God in Spirit moving free. 
And show us how to bring you Kingdom, here and now in grace to birth, 
Let the peace of resurrection be living all over the Earth. 
Blessed Be. 

 

Ministry Announcements 

☙ ☙ ☙  MEAL  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

Prayers of Intercession  

 Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. The assisting minister will conclude each prayer petition: 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power  
 revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 



9 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy           Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 All people join the angels’ song. 

Offering Prayer  
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 
free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful 
power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify 
and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  

It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and 
praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble 
service and love, and so with the church on earth, all creation, and the host of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Eucharistic Prayer    

Holy God, the Beginning and the End . . .  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of    
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



10 

 

Communion Hymns         Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                         ELW 719 

       Jesus, the Very Thought of You                       ELW 754  

Invitation to Communion          
We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. The 
risen Jesus is alive with us now and unites us in Holy Communion. As you come forward, pick up 
either an empty glass (for wine) or a pre-filled glass of grape juice, near the baptismal font.  

Lamb of God          

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
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☙ ☙ ☙  SENDING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Hymn                                To Be Your Presence                       ELW 546 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

Postlude                                                 Allegro from Sonata no. 4                          Mendelssohn 
                  

Members and guests are encouraged to be seated and enjoy the postlude.  
 

Please take the bulletin home with you to review the Readings and note the announcements. 

Blessing        

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless,  
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
 Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this ta-
ble. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 

Sending Forth  
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYER LIST 

WE GIVE THANKS … 
 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
 Katherine & Evan Christopher (1/29); Dale Thorenson & Cindy Spoor (2/1). 

 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
 Ella Mallory Petree (2/1); Maddie Aston (2/4).  
 

WE PRAY FOR …  
 For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Ethiopia. 
 For the families, friends, and communities affected by gun violence. 
 Wayne Krumwiede, as he recovers from a hospital stay for shortness of breath. 
 For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
 For the migrants who are bused to DC. 
 George Hutchinson, going through physical therapy at home. 
 Roger Dahlin, as his health recovers. 
 Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.  
 For the Anacostia River.    
 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda 

Manning, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members of those in 
service here and around the world. 

 

From our hearts for: 
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones, 

Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Margot Lyddane, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill 
Scott, Madge Selinsky, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 

Please email your prayer requests to office@ReformationDC.org. 

 
Have an announcement for the Weekly Word? Please submit to 

miller@reformationdc.org by Tuesday at midnight. 
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This Week at Reformation 
Today,        8:30 & 11am         Worship         
Wed.          11am   Staff Meeting  
Thurs.      7:30pm   Choir Rehearsal  
Sun.            8:30 & 11am   Worship            
 
       SAVE THE DATE 
Sun, 2/12      3pm    Pastor Kevin’s Installation Service (held at Reformation) 

*REFORMATION HAPPENINGS*  
Help Needed ASAP in Church Office! There's still time to email Jarrod 
(jabre@reformationdc.org) with ways you’re willing to help in the office while Julie is on paren-
tal leave. Her parental leave hasn't started yet, but the 6 weeks are approaching fast! Tasks in-
clude answering the phone, distributing Food Pantry bags, making small edits to the bulletin, and 
preparing slides for Livestream.  
 

Baby Vandiver Has Arrived! Pastor Kevin, Marci, and Ethan welcomed Miles Neil Tate  
Vandiver on Tuesday, January 10th at 7:32 pm. Miles weighed in at 6lbs 11oz, and 19.75 in long. 
The family is tired, but grateful and excited for this new addition to the family. Thanks to  
Reformation for their wonderful support throughout this journey!  
 

Meal Train for Vandiver Family. Reformation welcomes Pastor Kevin, Marci, Ethan and 
Miles to their new Capitol Hill home! If you are able to bring a meal to welcome them and give 
mom and dad a much-needed break, please sign up at https://mealtrain.com/wq1yoe 

                                        + + +  Spiritual Growth + + +  
Help Reformation Pray During Lent. It’s time to start thinking of our annual Lenten devo-
tional From Ashes to Easter (FATE). Written by members and friends of our congregation, FATE 
is a very good way to spend some extra time this Lent with scripture and Jesus’ journey to the 
cross. Theme and Bible texts will be assigned on a rolling basis after January 26th. All FATE sub-
missions are to be turned in no later than on Monday, February 6th (reminders will be sent!). All 
kinds of spirituality, belief, and experience are welcome! The Spiritual Growth Committee en-
courages you to help out: 
• Writers - All are invited and encouraged to write a devotion (We need 47!). Even if you have 

never done it before, it’s a nice spiritual practice and creative outlet. Devotions are 250-300 
words long. 

• Sign up using link in Weekly Word or email Ivy Finkenstadt (ivy.lange@gmail.com) or  
Meghan Quirk-Herrera (meghanpquirk@gmail.com). You can also email Ivy or Meghan with 
questions. 

https://mealtrain.com/wq1yoe
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Adult Bible Study. Kick off that New Year's resolution to explore your faith or get to know 
others in the church by joining for Bible Study and fellowship. We want to extend an invitation to 
anyone who is interested to join us, whether it's for one week or every week. We will be meeting 
every Wednesday at the church at 6:30pm in the Fireside Room. The Bible Study will typically 
meet for about 90 minutes, spending about half the time catching up with each other's lives and 
the other half discussing our topic for that season. For the next month we will be exploring the 
readings from service, discussing the prior week's sermon and the coming week's readings. Reach 
out to Matt Aviles (matthew.aviles@gmail.com) with any questions. We hope to see you there!  
 

                                       + + + Fellowship + + +  

Souper Bowl of Caring CANCELED. There will be no Souper Bowl on February 12th, as it 
coincides with Pastor Kevin’s Installation Service. Thank you to all who volunteered to partici-
pate; we will pick up this tradition again next year. Mark your calendars: Souper Bowl, February 
11, 2024!! In lieu of the SBC on February 12, we will have items from our food bags provided 
during 11AM coffee hour. See you there!  
 
Recommend Reformation Via Google. The Communications and Engagement Committee 
suggests that you consider letting new church seekers know about your Reformation experience 
by rating and writing a short note about what you appreciate most about Reformation on our 
Google listing. It would be a bonus if you have any recent photos from events or services to share 
on our listing. Use the link provided in the Weekly Word.    
                                      

      + + + Congregational Updates+ + + 

Meal Train for Kirk Cunningham. Support Jane Tobler and Kirk Cunningham as Kirk recov-
ers from knee replacement surgery. If you are able to provide a meal, please sign up at https://
www.mealtrain.com/trains/wqyz07. If you have any questions or need assistance with delivery, 
please contact Chari Voss at cvoss@frenchintoenglish.com or 202-262-8536.  

 

Rides Needed for Rebecca Pfahl. She’s a long-time Reformation member who periodically 
needs assistance for transportation to medical appointments. Use the link in the Weekly Word to 
learn more. Additionally, Uber gift cards to her email (rebecca.c.pfahl@gmail.com) are most ap-
preciated to help defer transportation costs for appointments that are close to her home.       
                                               

      + + +  Worship + + +  
Ushers Needed! Ushering is a one-Sunday-a-month commitment that can also be a fun way for 
parents and teenagers/kids to serve together! By welcoming members and newcomers to service, 
Reformation's ushers share God's love and hospitality. Your ushers would like to get back to our 
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pre-pandemic usher numbers of 2 at the 8:30am service and 4 at the 11:00am service. Please con-
tact Stephanie Fouse at stephaniejfouse@gmail.com for more information and to volunteer.      

                

                                                                                                 + + +  Service and Justice + + +  
Barry Farm Documentary Screening. Held at St. Mark’s Church (301 A Street SE) and 
online on Wednesday, February 1st from 6:30-8:30pm, learn about the story of the Barry Farm 
area of DC from the 1860’s to contemporary times. “Barry Farm: Community, Land, and Justice 
in Washington, DC” offers a window into the story of place and displacement in DC housing his-
tory, exploring the work and resilience of the residents in creating community and art as well as 
resistance and fighting for Civil Rights. A panel discussion with the film’s directors will follow the 
screening of the 50 minute film. This is a must-see for all who work on and advocate for afforda-
ble and public housing in DC. RSVP using the link in the Weekly Word for in-person or on 
Zoom. The Zoom link can be found at www.stmarks.net/barryfarm2023 on the day of the event.  
 

                            + + + Community + + +  

 

Continue Your Support of Ukrainian refugees using the links in the Weekly Word.         

https://www.stmarks.net/calendar/2023/02/st-marks-win-screening-and-discussion-of-barry-farm-documentary-in-person-and-online/
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Senior Pastor      The Reverend Kevin Vandiver     vandiver@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Music & Arts     Paul Leavitt             pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
Community Host      Jarrod Jabre                       space@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Operations     Jarrod Jabre             jabre@ReformationDC.org 
Church Administrator     Julie Miller             miller@ReformationDC.org 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

President: Emily Andre Vice President: Ivy Finkenstadt          Secretary:  Evan Schrage  
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard            Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

     

   

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  

Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…  
 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. David Newman 
Altar Care: Sarah Stauderman 
Tellers:  Emily Sollie, Andy Weaver 
Cantor:  Jon Korman 
 
 8:30 am      11:00 am 
Greeter/Usher:  Emma Harrington,   Reader:  Dina Finkel 
         Tim & Eimear McEniry-Roschke  Assisting Minister:  Philip Moeller 
Reader/Prayer Leader: Sarah Stauderman  Greeter/Ushers:  Andy Weaver,   
        Peter Poon, Marcos DaCruz 
       Fellowship: Alice  Hale        
       Livestream Tech Team:  Kirsten, Corey, 
               and Ella Petree

mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org

