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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation!  For 153 years, Reformation has 
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol.  We celebrate God’s presence in 
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their 
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been 
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including 
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 100 apartments for refugees over the past few 
years. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we 
have belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the 
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.   
 

Offering and gifts  are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of the 
church here and around the world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the 
Reformation."  Please place in the offering plate as it’s passed around in the pews. 
 

Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another household.  
In this way, we show our care for one another. Please join us for food and beverages in the 
Parish Hall after the 11 a.m. service. 
 

Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is 
equipped with sound for caregivers.  A professionally staffed nursery will reopen on 
January 8th, 2023. Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower level of the St. 
John’s building.  Sunday School will resume on January 8th, 2023 and is open to children 
4-12 years old in our historic Children’s Chapel on the 2nd floor.  Children’s Choir is 
from 9:45-10am; Bible Lessons from 10-10:50am.  All children receive an age 
appropriate Bible to take home! 
 

An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the right 
front of the sanctuary near the elevator.  
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200, ext. 11.  
You may also email Pastor Kevin at vandiver@reformationdc.org. 
 

If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church 
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.   
 

Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and 
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and 
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and 
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 4 million member Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (www.elca.org). 
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Prelude                          Mille Jesu                              Sandfold 

Welcome           

Call to Worship                Psalm 98  
Sing to God something brand new! 
For God has done wonderful things! 
 
God has not forgotten to love us all! 
Even the ends of the earth have heard! 
 
Make a joyful noise! 
Break forth in song! 
 
With strings and horns, 
sing praise to the Holy One! 
 
With the roaring sea and everything in it! 
With all the land and everything in it! 
 
The floods clap their hands. 
The hills sing for joy. 
 
Thank God! God is coming to set everything right: 
Justice for everyone, everything fair. 
 
Sing to God something brand new! 
For God has done wonderful things! 

Gathering Hymns            Of the Father’s Love Begotten          ELW 295 

vs. 1-2 solo, vs. 3-5 all 
      Angels, from the Realms of Glory               ELW 275 
              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                      ELW 270 

☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
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First Reading                   Isaiah 52:7–10 
A messenger races home to Jerusalem with the marvelous words: "Your God reigns!" In comforting the 
people, God proves to be the best brother or sister (redeemer) they have ever known. Everyone will 
witness the victory (salvation) of God. 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see the return of the Lord to Zion. 

9Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his 
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
  Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 

Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray. 
  After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues: 

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to 
illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 
enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen.    

 

  
 Please be seated. 

☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧       
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  
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Second Reading                                  Hebrews 1:1–4 
  

This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus' preeminent status as the Son through whom God 
created the world and through whom our sins are cleansed. God speaks to us now through the Son, 
who is exalted even above the angels. 

 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,  2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds.  3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact 
imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 
 

  Word of God, word of life.    Thanks be to God. 

 Please rise in body or spirit. 

Gospel Acclamation Word of God, Come Down on Earth          ELW 510 

Psalm                    Joy to the World                       ELW 267 
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Gospel                                                                                          John 1:1–14 
The prologue to the Gospel of John describes Jesus as the Word of God made flesh, the one who reveals 
God to be "full of grace and truth." 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter.   

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He 
was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being  4in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-
come it.  
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light.  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become chil-
dren of God,  13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 Please be seated. 

Sermon                                                    Pastor Kevin
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 Please rise in body or spirit. 

Hymn of the Day        Let Our Gladness Have No End          ELW 291

Exchange of Peace 
 The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Please share a sign of Christ's peace and welcome with one another--a smile, handshake, or hug--and 
 say "Peace be with you” or similar words. Please be seated during the musical offering. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are 
 in need. 
  A brief silence. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
 Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of Christ, the 
 Word made flesh.  
 Amen. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  
 We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world.  Checks 
 may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate as it is passed in the 
 pews. 
 

                                La Nativite             Langlais 

☙ ☙ ☙  MEAL  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  



8 

 

Presentation of Gifts and Offering Song 
 Please rise in body or spirit and sing as the gifts are brought forward. 

What Child Is This? 
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 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, from east to west, from north to south, in all seasons of our life, to 
give thanks to you, O God, O Living One. Dwelling beyond time and space, you abide 
among us, embracing the world with your justice and love. And so, with the church 
in all times and places, with the multitudes in heaven and the countless choirs of 
angels, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
       Please turn the page 

Great Thanksgiving             I Corinthians 11:23-26 

Offering Prayer 
 Join the assisting minister in speaking the following prayer. 
 

 Let us pray. Good and loving God,  
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches 
of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing 
for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for 
joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy           Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
 All people join the angels’ song. 
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Thanksgiving at the Table      
Holy God, we praise you. 
Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. 
We bless you for creating the whole world; 
for your promises to your people Israel, 
and for Jesus Christ in whom your fullness dwells. 
 
Born of Mary, he shares our life. 
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us. 
Guiding his children, he leads us. 
Visiting the sick, he heals us. 
Dying on the cross, he saves us. 
Risen from the dead, he gives new life. 
Living with you, he prays for us. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the for-
giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup 
and proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us that this meal may be a communion in the body 
and blood of our Lord. Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast. 
Unite us in faith, encourage us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as 
your faithful disciples until we feast at your table in glory. 
 
We praise you,  
through Christ your Word made flesh, 
in the holy and life-giving Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Communion Hymns                 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                 ELW 276 

          Away in a Manger           ELW 277 

Prayer after Communion   

 Let us pray.  
 We give you thanks, O God, that in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, you give 
 us food for our journey. As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy  
 family home again, guide us on the way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, may 
 our lives proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives.  
All people of any age are welcome to come and dine. Anyone who does not want to eat and drink is 
welcome to come forward for a blessing. Please let our communion servers know if your child would 
like communion or a blessing. 
 
As you come down the center aisle, please take an empty cup if you prefer wine, or a pre-filled cup if 
you prefer grape juice. If needed, please request a gluten-free wafer from the minister. After a brief 
personal prayer, please return to your pew using the side aisle. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 Please be seated. 
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Sending Forth  
 Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                Prelude in C         Bach 
 

Members and guests are encouraged to be seated and enjoy the postlude.  

Sending Hymn        Good Christian Friends, Rejoice          ELW 288 

Blessing                  
 The Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
The Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 
Amen. 
 
The Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

☙ ☙ ☙  SENDING  ❧ ❧ ❧       
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 
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PRAYER LIST 

WE GIVE THANKS … 
 
 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
 Timothy Allmond, Jr. (12/26); Larson Grant, Deborah Mennuti, Frederic Robb, and 

Thomas Winter (12/28); Axel Euken and Lisa Hufford (12/30).  

 

WE PRAY FOR …  
 For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Ethiopia. 
 For the families, friends, and communities affected by gun violence. 
 Will Anderson and his family, as they mourn the death of his grandmother, Alice 
  Niekras.  
 Lyndon Smith, as he recovers from COVID. 
 Suzanne Hazard, as she recovers from knee replacement surgery on 12/21.  
 Joseph Welsh would like prayers for Dakota Welsh. 
 For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
 Kay King, as she recovers from surgery. 
 For the migrants who are bused to DC. 
 George Hutchinson, going through physical therapy at home. 
 Roger Dahlin, as his health recovers. 
 Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.  
 For the Anacostia River.    
 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda 

Manning, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members of those in 
service here and around the world. 

 

From our hearts for: 
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones, 

Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Margot Lyddane, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill 
Scott, Madge Selinsky, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 

Please email your prayer requests to office@ReformationDC.org. 

 
Have an announcement for the Weekly Word? Please submit to 

miller@reformationdc.org by Tuesday at midnight. 
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Looking Ahead at Reformation 
Today,        8:30 & 11am         Worship  
Mon. 12/26-Tues. 1/2/23   Church Office Closed  
 

  New Year’s Day (Sunday, January 1st): 11am service only (No Sunday School) 
    
Wed. 1/4/23         11am   Staff Meeting (Zoom 
   7-8:30pm   Engagement & Communication Committee Mtg (Zoom) 
Sat. 1/7/23           1pm   Epiphany Pageant Rehearsal 
Sun. 1/8     8:30am & 11am     Worship (Epiphany Pageant at 11am) 
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The poinsettias in the chancel are given to the glory of God!  
Names are listed alphabetically by honoree’s last name. 

 

In memory of Helen Au by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mel Antonin by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Louise Baker by Kay and Larry King 

In honor of The Baseball Lunch Bunch by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Susan Blackman by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Margaret Bush by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Alice Carey by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Hildegard and Parry Carlson by Karen and Parry Carlson 

In memory of Joanne and Paul Cochrane by Karen and Parry Carlson  

In memory of Frances L. Cook by Matt Cook 

In memory of the Rev. Father Alfredo Coye, his former partner, by Philip W. Moeller 

In honor of Mimi (Barbara) Cunningham by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Patrick Dolan by Larry King 

In memory of David Greaves by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mary and Karl Gruel, Sr. by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Teresa Hamlin by Larry King 

In honor of Emma Harrington by the Tobler Cunningham family 
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In honor of Emma Harrington and Judith Mangubat by Matt and Stephanie Fouse 

In memory of Chester Hart by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Victor Hickman by Wayne and Grace Krumwiede 

In honor of George Hutchinson by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Jarrod Jabre and Julie Miller by Matt and Stephanie Fouse 

In memory of Robert Josten by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of the Reverend Dr. Arnold F. Keller by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Geneva Blackwelder Kendall by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their mother – Verna E. (Betty) King by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their brother – Corliss F. King II by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their Aunts – Leanore M. King, Rachael L. McClain, Ruth Rabits and Esther 
Snare by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Joanna Lowther by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Great Aunt Marlise by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Judith Mangubat by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of their Aunts and Uncles – William and Martha McClain and Richard and 
Alberta McClain by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Pastor Wanda McNeill by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Wyatt Meraw by Matt Aviles 

In memory of Uncle Mike by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of the Rev. George E. and Evelyn W. Moeller, his parents, by Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of Reverend Bryan “Bud” Myers by Larry King 

In memory of Mukisa Nabirye, his mother, by Emmanuel Kabasaala 

In memory of Lillian Nalley by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Mary Rawlings by Kay King 

In honor of Reformation’s amazing staff & leaders by the Tobler Cunningham family 
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In honor of Reformation’s Coffee Hour hosts and helpers by the Tobler Cunningham 
family 

In honor of Reformation’s Evangelism & Communications Committee by the Tobler 
Cunningham family 

In honor of Reformation’s Livestream Team by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of David M. Robb, Jr. by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of Richard Rutherford by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Wally Rossmiller by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Bruce K. Sasser by Kay King 

In honor of Madge Selinsky by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Albert Stauderman by Sarah Stauderman and Andrew Robb 

In memory of Albert Stauderman by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In honor of Sarah Stauderman, the Altar Guild, and all who serve worship, especially Paul 
Leavitt and the choir, by Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of J. Gordon Swanson by Joy Swanson Ernst 

In memory of John Swanson by Joy Swanson Ernst 

In memory of Roger and Claire Thompson by Mike Thompson and Pete Hillman 

In memory of Grandma and Grandpa Tobler by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Helen Vigness by the Tobler Cunningham family 

In memory of Helen Vigness by Wayne and Grace Krumwiede 

In memory of his godson – Ronald West, Jr. by Larry King 

In memory of Wayne E. Whigham by Larry King 

In memory of Katerina, Frederic, and Arlene Williams, his grandparents and aunt, by 
Philip Moeller 

In memory of Linda R. Wyatt by Kay and Larry King 

Given in gratitude to the Lutheran Church of the Reformation Pastoral Call Committee for 
their inspired and successful leadership in calling Pastor Kevin to serve our congregation 
by Roger and Beverly Dahlin 
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The Trees and Greens in the Church are given to the Glory of 

God and in loving memory of their mother, Verna E. (Betty) 

King by Kay and Larry King.  

 

 

 

May God bless you with the courage of 

Mary and the graciousness of  

Joseph this Advent and Christmas season. 
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…  
 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kevin Vandiver 
Altar Care: Sarah Stauderman 
Tellers:  Karen Cowden 
Cantor: Gabrielle Levy 
Reader: Christine Goepfert       
Assisting Minister:  Sarah Stauderman 
Greeter/Usher:  Emma Harrington, Andrew Robb, Frederic Robb 
Fellowship: Emma Harrington        
Livestream Tech Team: Andy Weaver     

Senior Pastor      The Reverend Kevin Vandiver     vandiver@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Music & Arts     Paul Leavitt             pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
Community Host      Jarrod Jabre                       space@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Operations     Jarrod Jabre             jabre@ReformationDC.org 
Church Administrator     Julie Miller             miller@ReformationDC.org 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

President: Emily Andre Vice President: Ivy Finkenstadt          Secretary:  Evan Schrage  
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard            Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

     

   

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  

mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org

