16th Sunday after Pentecost
Service of Holy Communion
September 25, 2022

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

212 East Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20003
www.ReformationDC.org
Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@ReformationDC.org

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation! For 153 years, Reformation has
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol. We celebrate God’s presence in
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 96 apartments for refugees over the past few years.
Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer+
Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we have
belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.
Offering and gifts are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of the
church here and around the world. Checks may be written to "Church of the
Reformation." Please place in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.
Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another household.
In this way, we show our care for one another. Please join us for food and beverages outside
on the Plaza after the 11 a.m. service.
Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is
equipped with sound for caregivers. A professionally staffed nursery is open.
Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower level of the St. John’s building.
Sunday School will resume next week and is open to children 4-12 years old in our
historic Children’s Chapel on the 2nd floor. Children’s Choir is from 9:45-10am; Bible
Lessons from 10-10:50am. All children receive an age appropriate Bible to take home!
An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the right
front of the sanctuary near the elevator.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please reach out to Jarrod Jabre at 202-730-9870, and
he’ll be able to direct you to an on-call pastor.
If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 4 million member Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (www.elca.org).
2

☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING ❧ ❧ ❧
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Nun Danket Alle Gott

Bach

Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us

beyond our days. Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus
does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn
us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and
strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the
way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding
love through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Gathering Hymn

Gather Us In

ELW 532

Please rise in body or spirit and sing the hymn on the next page.

Greeting
The grace of our risen Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us
with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.

Children’s Message
Jesus embraced children, placing them in the center of the Christian community as models for discipleship.

First Reading

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow,
because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the
first to go into exile when judgment comes.
1aAlas

for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,

4Alas

for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 146:5-10
8:30am: Read responsively 11am: Choir sings verses; everyone sings Refrain.
Hallock

Refrain:

5Happy

are they who have the God of Jacob for | their help,
whose hope is in the Lord | their God;
6who made heaven and earth, the | seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps his promise for- | ever. (Refrain)
7who gives justice to those who are | oppressed, and food to those | who hunger.
The Lord sets the prisoners | free;
8The Lord opens the eyes of the | blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed
down; (Refrain)
the Lord| loves the righteous;
9The Lord cares for | the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the | way of the wicked.
10The Lord shall reign for- | ever,
your God, O | Zion, throughout all gener- | ations. | Hallelujah! (Refrain)

Second Reading

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His
priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.
6Of

course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temptation
and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to
be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pains.
11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to
which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of
many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus,
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who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to
keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 15which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous,
and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Celtic Alleluia

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus
makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table;
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
6

his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who
might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’
27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’
30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Neal Davidson
Christ, Be Our Light

ELW 715

Apostles’ Creed
Remain standing in body or spirit.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

7

Prayers of Intercession
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence. The assisting minister will conclude each prayer petition:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Sharing of Peace
The Peace of Christ is with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ's peace with one another by saying “Peace be with you.”

Ministry Announcements

☙ ☙ ☙ MEAL ❧ ❧ ❧
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering
We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world. Checks
may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary.

Salvation Is Created

Chesnokov

Salvation is created, in midst of the earth,
O God, O our God. Alleluia.

Offering Prayer
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

All people join the angels’ song.

Eucharistic Prayer
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread . . . With this
bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim
the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace,
and love. Come, Holy Spirit.
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With all your holy ones of every time and place, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy
Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Invitation to Communion
We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. The
risen Jesus is alive with us now and unites us in Holy Communion. As you come forward, pick up
either an empty glass (for wine) or a pre-filled glass of grape juice, near the baptismal font.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymns

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
What is This Place

ELW 712
ELW 524

Prayer after Communion
Please rise in body or spirit.

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread
for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

☙ ☙ ☙ SENDING ❧ ❧ ❧
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and
peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and
love. Amen.

Sending Hymn

Canticle of the Turning

ELW 723

Sending Forth
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Fugue in E Flat (St. Anne)

Bach

Members and guests are encouraged to be seated and enjoy the postlude.
Please take the bulletin home with you to review the Readings and note the announcements.
Please join us for food and beverages outside on the Plaza after the
11 a.m. service.
Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896.
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PRAYER LIST
WE GIVE THANKS …
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:
Lisa & Charlie Lingafelt (9/26); Drew & Ann Shealy (10/1).
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:
Maragret Knudsen, John Mollet, and Jaden Moses Brown (9/27); Lucinda Cieslak and
Cory Claussen (9/28); Parry Carlson (9/30); Linda Delk (10/1).
WE PRAY FOR …
For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, and Myanmar.
For Kristyn and Tom Au, as their daughter, Chase, is recovering from surgery.
For the family and friends of Rick Rutherford, Jane Rutherford’s husband, as they
celebrate his life.
For the 3 month old niece of Briana Widner’s friend, as she continues to grow strong
in the NICU until her discharge in October.
For the family and friends of Helen Vigness, who passed away on August 15th.
Eimear McEniry-Roschke would like to pray for her great-grandma, papa, grandma,
Briana, Mom, and Dad, as well as Dan, Jon, Greta, Katie, and Micah.
For a good school year for all teachers and students.
For the migrants who are bused to DC.
For Kelly Cooper’s grandfather, as he navigates health challenges.
For the families, friends, and communities affected by gun violence.
George Hutchinson, going through physical therapy at home.
Roger Dahlin, as his health recovers.
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.
For the Anacostia River.
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service:
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda
Manning, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members of those in
service here and around the world.
From our hearts for:
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones,
Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Margot Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne
Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf.
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*REFORMATION HAPPENINGS*
Dr. Neal Davidson is a life-long Lutheran and a member of the Metro DC Synod. He graduated
from Iowa State University, Central Lutheran Theological Seminary, received a ThM from Princeton and a PhD from Columbia University, New York. He began his ministry as a Parish Developer, served 32 years as a military chaplain and since 1996 has been an intentional Interim Pastor.
Additionally, for 31 years, he has been an Adjunct Professor for Central Michigan University and
6 years as a Communication Trainer for the Ford Motor Company. Next year, in May, he will celebrate the 60th anniversary of his ordination. He lives in Falls Church, VA.
Nursery and Sunday School classes have begun! The nursery is open; however, with only
one licensed child care provider, we will limit the number of children to 5 at a time and they must
be under 4 years old. Sunday School for ages 4-12 years old, in age groups, has begun as well!
September Transition Team Update. Following an extensive discernment process this spring
and summer, the Call Committee has selected and presented a recommended candidate for Senior
Pastor to the Church Council for review and approval. This candidate is currently under review
by Church Council and, if endorsed, will be presented to the Congregation in the coming weeks.
We ask for your continued prayers through our discernment process.
Food Pantry Featured as Fundraiser at Giant. Our Food Pantry has been selected to receive
$1 from every “Bloomin' 4 Good” bouquet sold during the month of September at the Giant Food
store located at 1050 Brentwood Rd NE, Washington DC. Treat yourself and others to a visible
representation of God’s beautiful creation. Spread the word!
Hymnals still needed! Thank you to the members who have donated 23 hymnals “in memory
of” or “in honor of” someone. We only need 4 more to fill the empty spots. You can donate online
at lcor.info/give (“Other” option and note your dedication in “notes”) or place a check or cash in
the offering plate, with your dedication attached. The cost is $28.

+ + + Congregation Update + + +
A Meal Train has been set up to support to Kayt and Joe Wahlert following the birth of their
daughter, Winnie. Sign up using the link in the Weekly Word email. Email Chari Voss at
cvoss@frenchintoenglish.com or call 202-262-8536 with questions.

+ + + Fellowship & Service + + +
Care Package Recipients. Do you have a young adult that is away from home at school or on
another adventure? If you would like them to receive a care package from the church this fall,
please send their updated address to Kim Benoit (kimberlyfigel@gmail.com) or Chari Voss
(cvoss@frenchintoenglish.com).
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Upcoming Green Team Meeting. Save the date for Sunday, October 2nd at 12:30pm in the
Library or on Zoom.
Support Puerto Rico. The people of Puerto Rico have asked for donations to be given directly
to local organizations instead of government sources or corporations. Below are local non-profit
organizations that would welcome donations due to Hurricane Fiona. Links are in the Weekly
Word email.
• Brigada Solidaria Del Oeste (work to promote the development of our communities through
mutual support, art, music, and activism)
• Global Giving (help first responders meet survivors' immediate needs for food, fuel, clean water, hygiene products, and shelter. Then, this fund will transition to support longer-term recovery efforts run by local, vetted local organizations)
• Mi Patria (working with the municipalities of Isabela and Aguadilla)
• Comedore Sociales (Soup Kitchen)
• Taller Salud (Women -led nonprofit that leads in the comprehensive reconstruction of their
communities after Hurricane Maria 5 years ago)
• Ayuda Legal Puerto Rico (non-profit organization that provides free and accessible legal education and support to individuals and communities with a vision of legal empowerment. Our
projects address issues of access to justice, right to housing, climate justice and fair recovery
• Fundacion Pisadas de Amor (non-profit aimed at improving the quality of life of our older
adults and families, transforming their homes into decent places to live)
• PRxPR Relief and Rebuild Fund (launched in the wake of Hurricane Maria by Puerto Rican
business leaders in the U.S. and works with local organizations across the island to help rebuild infrastructure and provide disaster relief)
• World Central Kitchen
• Global Empowerment Mission (based in Miami; provide grassroots efforts with a large institutional impact for the most vulnerable populations affected by disasters around the world)
Jackson, MS Water Crisis. A citywide water system emergency has been declared in Jackson,
Mississippi as a result of the city’s aging, fragile infrastructure. About 82 percent of the residents
are Black, highlighting how this water crisis is an issue of environmental injustice. Google these
organizations to donate:
• The Mississippi Food Network has partnered with a local television station to raise funds to purchase water. According to the website, a $15 donation can provide three cases of water.
• Mississippi Rapid Response Coalition – Water Fund, a group of over 30 Mississippi-based nonprofits, has a goal of raising at least 2 million dollars to provide clean water to residents. You
may also volunteer by emailing rapidresponse@peoplesadvocacyinstitute.com.
• New Horizon Ministries accepts donations online, and regularly distributes food and water to
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•
•
•

Jackson residents in need.
Immigrant Alliance for Justice and Equity has been staging water giveaways and is raising funds.
Cooperation Jackson is “engaging in an autonomous relief effort to ensure that the homeless, the
elderly, and those with limited transportation in our community get the resources they need.”
Mississippi M.O.V.E. is working with the Mississippi Rapid Response Coalition in response to
the water crisis.

DC’s Zero Waste Plan. Stewardship opportunities through helping develop DC's Zero Waste
Plan continue! Now until October 7th, residents, businesses, stakeholders, and community leaders across the District of Columbia will all have a formal opportunity to submit public comments
in response to the ZeroWaste DC Plan’s draft framework comprised of 7 overarching Goals and
53 proposed Actions. The draft framework is a result of years of research and development but
was greatly influenced by the 10 community engagement events hosted from August 1st to August
12th of this year. To access and comment on the Zero Waste DC Plan’s Draft Framework, go to
https://publicinput.com/ZWDCPlan.
Support the Migrants. Continue to support those who are being bused from various states to
DC. Donate money & in-kind gifts at http://bit.ly/dctx-toolkit to help welcome the migrants.
Email Jarrod Jabre if you’d like to help to host groups on Fridays, or explore other options.

Today,
Tues.
Thurs.
Sun.

8:30 & 11am
7pm
7:30pm
8:30 & 11am
12:30pm

This Week at Reformation
Worship (Dr. Neal Davidson presiding)
Finance Committee Meeting
Choir Rehearsal
Worship (Pastor David Newman presiding)
Green Team Meeting (Library and on Zoom)
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…
Presiding Minister: Dr. Neal Davidson
Altar Care: Emma Harrington, Sarah Stauderman
Tellers: Scott Binde, Matt Aviles

8:30 am
Greeter/Ushers: Lyndon Smith
Reader: Sarah Stauderman

Director of Music & Arts
Community Host
Director of Operations
Church Administrator

11:00 am
Reader: Matt Cook
Assisting Minister: Kathryn Tobias
Greeter/Usher: Matt & Stephanie Fouse
Livestream Tech Team: Chari Voss, Jane Tobler
Fellowship: Kim Benoit

Paul Leavitt
Christine Goepfert
Jarrod Jabre
Julie Miller

pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
space@ReformationDC.org
jabre@ReformationDC.org
miller@ReformationDC.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

President: Jessica Snowden Vice President: Emily Andre
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard

Secretary: Elizabeth Wirick
Treasurer: Roger Moffatt

Connect with us!
Church of the Reformation
@ReformationDC
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A Reconciling in Christ
congregation

