1st Sunday of Advent
Service of Holy Communion
November 27, 2022

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

212 East Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20003
www.ReformationDC.org
Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@ReformationDC.org

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation! For 153 years, Reformation has
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol. We celebrate God’s presence in
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 99 apartments for refugees over the past few years.
Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer+
Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we have
belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.
Offering and gifts are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of the
church here and around the world. Checks may be written to "Church of the
Reformation." Please place in the offering plate as it’s passed around in the pews.
Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another household.
In this way, we show our care for one another. Please join us for food and beverages in the
Parish Hall after the 11 a.m. service.
Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is
equipped with sound for caregivers. A professionally staffed nursery is open.
Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower level of the St. John’s building.
Sunday School will resume next week and is open to children 4-12 years old in our
historic Children’s Chapel on the 2nd floor. Children’s Choir is from 9:45-10am; Bible
Lessons from 10-10:50am. All children receive an age appropriate Bible to take home!
An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the right
front of the sanctuary near the elevator.

If you are in need of pastoral care, please reach out to Jarrod Jabre at 202-730-9870, and
he’ll be able to direct you to an on-call pastor.
If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 4 million member Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (www.elca.org).
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☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING ❧ ❧ ❧
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme

Bach

Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess
them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from
your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another
and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your
way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your
coming among us. Amen.
People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen.

Gathering Hymn

Awake, My Soul, and With the Sun

ELW 557

Refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3rds of
the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number).

Greeting
The grace of our risen Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.

Children’s Message
Jesus embraced children, placing them in the center of the Christian community as models for discipleship.

First Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds:
“Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1The

word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
2In

5O

house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Psalm 122:2
8:30am: Read responsively 11am: Choir sings verses; everyone sings Refrain.

Hallock

Refrain:

2Now

our feet are stand- | ing
within your | gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city that is at unity with it-| self;
4to which the tribes go | up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of | Israel, to praise the | name of the Lord. (Refrain)
5For there are the thrones of | judgment, the thrones of the | house of David.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper | who love you.
7Peace be within your walls
and quietness | within your towers. (Refrain)
8For my brethren and com- | panions’ sake
I | pray for your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the Lord | our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” (Refrain)

Second Reading

Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s
coming in the future.
11Besides

this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Word of God, Word of life.

5

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel

Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the
Son of Man will come unannounced.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of
the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.
41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.
42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

“An Unexpected Hour! Horror! Or Hope!”

Awake, Awake, for Night is Flying
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Rev. Dr. Surekha

ELW 436

Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope.
A brief silence. The assisting minister will conclude each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers
and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Sharing of Peace
The Peace of Christ is with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ's peace with one another by saying “Peace be with you.”

Ministry Announcements

☙ ☙ ☙ MEAL ❧ ❧ ❧
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering
We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world. Checks
may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate as it is passed in the
pews.

My Lord, What a Morning

Burleigh

My Lord, what a morning
My Lord, what a morning
Oh, my Lord, what a morning
When the stars begin to fall.
Done quit all my worldly ways
Gonna join that heavenly band.

Offering Prayer
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We
ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and
praise to you, O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble
service and love, and so with the church on earth, all creation, and the host of
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

All people join the angels’ song.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, the Beginning and the End . . . All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of
Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Invitation to Communion
We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. The
risen Jesus is alive with us now and unites us in Holy Communion. As you come forward, pick up
either an empty glass (for wine) or a pre-filled glass of grape juice, near the baptismal font.

Lamb of God

Communion Hymns

Creator of the Stars of Night
Rejoice, Rejoice Believers

9

ELW 245
ELW 244

Prayer after Communion
Please rise in body or spirit.

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in
the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised
future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

☙ ☙ ☙ SENDING ❧ ❧ ❧
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of
the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

ACS 949

Please see next page for music.

Sending Forth
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Toccata

Widor

Members and guests are encouraged to be seated and enjoy the postlude.
Please take the bulletin home with you to review the Readings and note the announcements.

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896.
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Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
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ACS 949

PRAYER LIST
WE GIVE THANKS …
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:
Deborah & Jonathan Mennuti (11/20); Kirk & Jane Tobler (11/24)
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:
Edison Ertel (11/20); Gregory Dahlberg (11/23); Elena Platz and Christine
Pommerening Berry (11/24); Andrew Weaver (11/26).
WE PRAY FOR …
For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Ethiopia.
For the families, friends, and communities affected by gun violence, particularly for
the University of Virginia community.
Pastor Mike and Judy and their family, as they both mourn the loss of their mothers
this year. Pastor Mike’s mother passed on Sunday, November 20th.
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends.
Kay King, as she recovers from surgery.
For Candace Lindquist and her mother, Marilyn, and family in their loss of Candace's
father Clinton "Buzz" Lindquist on Sunday, October 30th. Buzz was 87 years
old.
For the migrants who are bused to DC.
George Hutchinson, going through physical therapy at home.
Roger Dahlin, as his health recovers.
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.
For the Anacostia River.
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service:
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda
Manning, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members of those in
service here and around the world.
From our hearts for:
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones,
Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Margot Lyddane, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill
Scott, Madge Selinsky, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf.

12

Today,

8:30 & 11am

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

8:30 & 11am

This Week at Reformation
Worship (Rev. Dr. Surekha Nelavala presiding)
1st Sunday of Advent
No Sunday School
Deadline for Directory update
Cookie Drop-off
Worship (Pastor Kevin Vandiver begins pastorate)

*REFORMATION HAPPENINGS*
No Sunday School today and resumes December 4th for an awesome Advent

Directory update. For the next few Sundays, a few copies of the church directory will be
passed during services by the ushers. Check to see if all of your information is correct. Please
make note of all useful information for the church office to have and note if you don’t want something included in the printed directory. You can also email Julie Miller at
office@reformationdc.org. Deadline is December 2nd.
Everyone Home DC Thanksgiving Gift Card Drive. Everyone Home DC is committed to
ensuring that the families we work alongside have the flexibility to celebrate Thanksgiving in a
meaningful way. They distribute grocery and debit gift cards allowing families the opportunity to
decide how to spend these funds to create a meaningful holiday. Everyone Home DC plans to
begin distributing gift cards to families by mid-November. The goal is to give a gift card to
every family who works with Everyone Home DC…meaning, we need 150 - $50 gift cards!
Please consider purchasing gift cards (Visa, Mastercard, Harris Teeter, Giant, Safeway) or make a
donation to help Everyone Home DC reach their goal! To learn more, visit Everyone Home DC's
website https://everyonehomedc.org/ehdc-tday2022/ or email Kate Akalonu at
akalonu@everyonehomedc.org. Thank you so much for your continued support!

+ + + Help in Preparation for Pastor Kevin & His Family + + +
Welcome Gift Basket. As Pastor Kevin starts at Reformation on Sunday, December 4th, the
Welcome Committee will be collecting donations for a Welcome Gift Basket to help offer a
warm welcome to his family. Suggested items include gift cards to local restaurants, Metro cards,
family activities, or home stores. Gifts could also include non-perishable food treats or wines. A
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donation basket for gift items will be in the Blue Room TODAY, November 20th and November
27th. You can also make a donation online on Reformation’s website under “Giving” tab and use
the “Other” category with a note “Pastor Kevin Welcome Gift” to contribute to a gift card purchase.
- A Welcoming Team - contact Mike Thompson (mikethompsonchicago@gmail.com).
- A Mutual Ministry Committee -acts as a confidential sounding board and feedback mechanism for our Pastor
- Parsonage Fix-Up Crew - contact Parry Carlson (parrycarlson@gmail.com).

+ + + Stewardship + + +
Add a “13th Month” in Your Giving! That is, to give the equivalent of one extra month of
giving sometime before the end of the year. If we all accept this invitation, we will have met our
projected Budgeted income for 2022 and be in excellent financial shape as Pastor Kevin begins his
time with us. Please consider adding a 13th month to your giving. Additionally, Pastor Russ asked
if 10 households would include Reformation in their wills and bequests. So far, he has heard from
three households. Pastor Russ & Jeanie graciously said they would do the same. If you would,
simply contact Jarrod Jabre at jabre@ReformationDC.org to say that you will be one of the 10.
You don’t have to say anything else. Thank you!

+ + + Worship + + +
Volunteers Needed to help during and after worship, particularly as Advent approaches. If
you’d like to serve during worship as an Assisting Minister, Reader, or Fellowship Hour, sign up
using the links in the Weekly Word.
Paraments Mending Needed. Do you enjoy working with textiles? The Altar Guild seeks
sewers and embroiderers to mend and restore some of the paraments and other textiles used during worship. If you are interested in tightening up some cord embroidery or whip stitching applique that has come loose, please contact Sarah Stauderman at sarah.stauderman@gmail.com.
Give a Poinsettia in Memory or Honor of Someone. On Sunday, December 17th, beautiful poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary in celebration of Christmas and in memory of a beloved
person. Your name and the person’s name is included on a special page in the Christmas bulletin.
Complete the Poinsettia Google Form or send an email to office@ReformationDC.org, tell us the
names of your loved one, and whether the poinsettia is given in memory of or in honor of someone. Make your $20 donation online at www.ReformationDC.org/give or send your check (note:
Poinsettia) to Lutheran Church of the Reformation, 212 East Capitol St NE, Washington, DC
20003.
Hanging of the Greens. Save the date of Saturday, December 10th as we prepare to “spruce”
things up around the church for the Advent and Christmas
season. More details to come.
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+ + + From the Council + + +
Congregational Meeting December 11th after the 11am service. Agenda includes voting on
the 2023 Mission & Ministry Budget, elections, and other important church matters.

+ + + Service + + +
Gifts of Hope Metro DC. The Gifts of Hope Catalog shares opportunities for more meaningful
giving. It highlights impactful programs across the ELCA synod including our own Southeast Ministries. You may donate in honor of others for holiday gifts, birthdays or any special occasion. Look for the catalogs at Fellowship Hour.
Big news from Southeast Ministry! Since its founding in 1994, Southeast Ministry has served
thousands of our neighbors with the support of Reformation and its members. We have big news
that is going to expand our ministry to reach even more people with a robust menu of services:
the SEM Board of Directors has voted to approve a merger with Samaritan Ministry of Greater
Washington! We are excited about the possibilities this partnership will create – for our students,
our staff, and our Reformation community! SMGW has ties to Episcopal and Lutheran churches,
employs complementary strategies to provide education and work readiness to adults in need,
and, like SEM, adheres to a mission and vision that prioritizes dignity and compassion. We anticipate finalizing the merger December 1. Please consider making a gift to SEM to support our students during this time of transition, and stay tuned for more ways to engage with SMGW as we
join a broad network of congregations supporting adult education and work readiness for our
neighbors in the metro DC area.

+ + + Fellowship + + +
We have a new dishwasher and coffee maker! Kim Benoit is providing tutorials on how to
operate both appliances on Sundays of 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, and 12/18. If interested,
meet her in the kitchen after the 11am service. Instruction sheets are available if you can’t attend a
demo.
Save the Date - Cookie Bags. During advent, Reformation sends cookie bags to homebound
and elder members of the church. We have a long list of recipients this year and your baked goods
are needed to help the church spread holiday cheer. A call for volunteers will be coming soon, but
for now, please save the following dates:
- Sunday, December 4th - cookies placed in the freezer
- Saturday, December 10th - cookie packages assembled
- Sunday, December 11th - cookies dropped off

+ + + Community + + +
Paul Leavitt’s Ravel Concert Rescheduled to January 2023. Stay tuned for more details.
Continue Your Support of Ukrainian refugees & migrants using the links in the Weekly Word.
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…
Presiding Minister: Rev. Dr. Surekha Nelavala
Altar Care: Elizabeth Wirick
Tellers: Suzanne Hazard, Karen Cowden
Cantor: Jon Korman
8:30 am
Greeter/Ushers: Stephanie Fouse,
Matt Fouse
Reader: Elizabeth Wirick

Interim Pastor
Director of Music & Arts
Community Host
Director of Operations
Church Administrator

11:00 am
Reader: Philip Moeller
Assisting Minister: Philip Moeller
Greeter/Usher: Pete Hillman, Mike Thompson
Fellowship: Harriet and Phil Vender,
Nancy and Al Swingle
Livestream Tech Team: Christine Goepfert,
Matt Cook

Pastor Russ Gordon
Paul Leavitt
Christine Goepfert
Jarrod Jabre
Julie Miller

gordon@ReformationDC.org
pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
space@ReformationDC.org
jabre@ReformationDC.org
miller@ReformationDC.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

President: Jessica Snowden Vice President: Emily Andre
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard

Secretary: Elizabeth Wirick
Treasurer: Roger Moffatt

Connect with us!
Church of the Reformation
@ReformationDC
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A Reconciling in Christ
congregation

