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Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation!  For 153 years, Reformation has 
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol.  We celebrate God’s presence in 
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their 
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been 
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including 
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 87 apartments for refugees over the past few years. 
Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer+ 
Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we have 
belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the 
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.   
 

Offering and gifts  are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of 
the church here and around the world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the 
Reformation."  Please place in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another 
household.  In this way, we show our care for one another.  
 

Children are most welcome in worship.  The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is 
equipped with sound for caregivers.  Restrooms with changing tables are on the lower 
level of the St. John’s building.  Sunday School is open to children 4-12 years old in our 
historic Children’s Chapel on the 2nd floor.  Children’s Choir is from 9:45-10am; Bible 
Lessons from 10-10:50am.  All children receive an age appropriate Bible to take home! 
 

An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the 
right front of the sanctuary near the elevator.  
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200, ext. 11.  
You may also email Pastor Russ at gordon@reformationdc.org. 
 

If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church 
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card 
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.   
 

Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and 
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and 
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and 
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 5 million member Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (www.elca.org). 
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Welcome  

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the 
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thurs-
day liturgy is Jesus' commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are 
called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially people who are poor and 
those who are unloved. At the Lord's table we remember Jesus' sacrifice of his life, even as we are called 
to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 

+ + + GATHERING + + +       
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Confession and Forgiveness             
Please rise in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy en-
dures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's call to struggle 
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. 
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of 
the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconcilia-
tion. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter 
the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
Our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, 
and what has become for us a weight of judgment. 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 
open us to a future in which we can be changed; 
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. Worshipers may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. 

Prelude                Christ lag in Todesbanden           J.S. Bach 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 Please rise in body or spirit. 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues: 
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all 
people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that 
by the power of your Holy Spirit  these signs of our life in faith may speak again to 
our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies,  through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord,  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
   

Please be seated. 

Refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3rds of 
the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 

The minister, laying both hands on each person's head, addresses each in turn: 

In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you in 
all goodness and bring you to everlasting life. 
 

The person may respond: 

Amen. 
 

 Hymns  accompany the laying on of hands.  
 

              Our Father, We Have Wandered           ELW 606 
    Amazing Grace              ELW 779 
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First Reading                  Exodus 12:1-4; 11-14 
 Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This 
 festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the 
 threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover,  
 especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death. 

 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  2This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each fam-
ily, a lamb for each household.  4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its 
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number 
of people who eat of it. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of 
the Lord.  12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down eve-
ry firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments: I am the Lord.  13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festi-
val to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

  Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

  + + + WORD + + +  
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached. 
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Psalm    Psalm 116:12-19 
 

 The cantor or choir sings the verses and everyone sings the Antiphon.                     Peter R. Hallock 
 Antiphon: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
12How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things he has done for me? 13I will lift up the 

cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
ANTIPHON 

14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 15Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his servants. 

ANTIPHON 
16O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have 
freed me from my bonds. 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the 

Name of the Lord. 
ANTIPHON 

18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 19In the courts of the 
Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

ANTIPHON 

 

Second Reading           1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one 
another, because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participa-
tion in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 

 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread,  24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  25In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  26For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 

  The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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Lenten Acclamation  “Let Your Steadfast Love” 
 Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel.  

Gospel                                                                              John 13:1–17, 31b–35 
 The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus 
 performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one 
 another. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.  2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot 
to betray him. And during supper  3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,  4got up from the table, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  5Then he poured water into a 
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him.  6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?"  7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand."  8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with me."  9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!"  10Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need 
to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you."  
11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 
  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13You call me Teacher and 
Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am.  14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
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Exchange of Peace  
 The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 The Peace of Christ is with you always. 
 And also with you. 

Sermon                  “And Victory Remains With Love”   Pastor Russ Gordon 

Hymn of the Day                          Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love        ELW 708 

+ + + MEAL + + +  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  16Very truly, I tell you, servants 
are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them.  17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  31b"Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  32If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  33Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  34I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  35By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.               Praise to you, O Christ  

Prayers of Intercession 
 In these holiest of days, we offer prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our 
 world. 

           (Each prayer petition will end, “Merciful God.” Please respond, “receive our prayer.”)
    

 We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your 
 abundant and ever-present mercy.  Amen. 
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 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people 
around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  
We offer and gather gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the 
world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate in the 
back of the sanctuary. 
 

       “What Wondrous Love is This?”                     arr. Christiansen 
Sung by the Reformation Choir 

Offering Prayer 
Let us pray. God of glory,  
receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from 
the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation 
may be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from 
death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving   

Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy           Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Thanksgiving at the Table            I Corinthians 11:23-26 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithful-
ness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Invitation to Communion          
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. All 
are welcome to come and dine.  
 

Come forward using the center aisle. Near the front pew, please pick up a small empty glass or a pre-
filled glass with grape juice.  
 

If needed, please request a gluten-free wafer from the minister. After a brief personal prayer, you may 
return to your pew using the side aisle. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
  
Make us bold, O merciful God, to call you Abba/Imma: 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ 
for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, 
and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion Hymns              
During communion some people like to sing or read the lyrics to the hymns. Sometime before the 5th 
century CE, Syrian Christians began the tradition of singing "Lamb of God" upon the breaking of the 
bread. "Lamb of God" is one of the titles given to Jesus (John 1:29). This hymn is a quotation of that 
bible verse. After the "Lamb of God" other hymns are suggested. 
 

Lamb of God 

Communion Hymns     At the Table of Remembrance from Cantata Emmanuel   

      (Music below) 
                      The King of Love My Shepherd Is                ELW 502 

At the Table of Remembrance from Cantata Emmanuel                     Music by Paul Leavitt 
                   Words by Juliette Amberson Jones 
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Prayer after Communion 
 Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of 
 your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood 
 so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, 
 for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
 Amen. 

The Post-Communion Blessing 
 Please rise in body or spirit. 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
 grace.   
 Amen. 

Stripping of the Altar                 Psalm 88 
The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, 
paraments, banners, and books are removed from the worship space. Psalm 88 is sung by the assembly. 
Lights are dimmed as the worship space is stripped. 

 
 
 
 
1O Lord, my | God, my Savior, 
 by day and night I | cry to you. 
2Let my prayer enter in- | to your presence; 
 incline your ear to my | lamentation. 
3For I am | full of trouble; 
 my life is at the brink | of the grave. 
4I am counted among those who go down | to the pit; 
 I have become like one who | has no strength; 
5lost among the dead, like the slain who lie | in the grave, 
 whom you remember no more, for they are cut off | from your hand. 
6You have laid me in the depths | of the pit, 
 in dark places, and in | the abyss. 
7Your anger weighs up- | on me heavily, 
 and all your great waves | overwhelm me. 
8You have put my friends far from me; you have made me to be ab- | horred by them; 
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+ + +  Holy Week Services + + +  
April 15th @ 7pm: Tenebrae Service for Good Friday - Remembering our 
       Lord’s death on the cross and his burial in the tomb  
April 17th @ 8:30am & 11am: Easter Sunday - celebrating the resurrection 
  of our Lord with songs of Alleluia!  Brunch at 9:30am and Easter 
  Egg Hunt at 9:45am! 
            ***ALL SERVICES ARE IN-PERSON AND LIVE-STREAMED***
  

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

 I am in prison and can- | not get free. 
9My sight has failed me be- | cause of trouble; 
 Lord, I have called upon you daily; I have stretched out my | hands to you. 
10Do you work wonders | for the dead? 
 Will those who have died stand up and | give you thanks? 
11Will your lovingkindness be declared | in the grave, 
 your faithfulness in the land | of destruction? 
12Will your wonders be known | in the dark 
 or your righteousness in the country where all | is forgotten? 
13But as for me, O Lord, I cry to | you for help; 
 in the morning my prayer | comes before you. 
14Lord, why have you re- | jected me? 
 Why have you hidden your | face from me? 
15Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the | point of death; 
 I have borne your terrors | and am helpless. 
16Your blazing anger has swept | over me; 
 your terrors | have destroyed me; 
17they surround me all day long | like a flood; 
 they encompass me on | every side. 
18My friend and my neighbor you have put a- | way from me, 
 and darkness is my on- | ly companion. 
 

 All depart in silence. 
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 Interim Pastor      Pastor Russ Gordon  gordon@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Music & Arts     Paul Leavitt   pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
Community Host      Christine Goepfert  space@ReformationDC.org 
Director of Operations     Jarrod Jabre   jabre@ReformationDC.org 
Church Administrator     Julie Miller   miller@ReformationDC.org 
 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 
 
 
 
 
      

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  

President:  Jessica Snowden    Vice President: Emily Andre   Secretary:  Elizabeth Wirick      
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard            Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…  
 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Russ Gordon       
Altar Care:  Sarah Stauderman, Liz Tuckermanty 
Cantors: Gabrielle Levy, Alexa Newlin, Jon-Michael Eclar, Jon Korman 
        
Reader: Brianna Widner 
Greeter/Ushers:  Evan Schrage  
Assisting Minister: Kathryn Tobias 
Livestream Tech Team:  Christine Goepfert, Jarrod Jabre 
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