4th Sunday of Easter
Service of Holy Communion
May 8, 2022
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

212 East Capitol Street NE, Washington, DC 20003
www.ReformationDC.org
Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@ReformationDC.org
A Reconciling in Christ congregation

Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Reformation! For 153 years, Reformation has
enjoyed a unique location near the nation’s Capitol. We celebrate God’s presence in
everyone, including the great variety of members and friends who call Reformation their
church home. Everyone matters to God. You matter to us. Reformation has long been
involved in social justice and helping organizations throughout the D.C. area, including
Southeast Ministry. We have equipped 89 apartments for refugees over the past few years.
Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer+
Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry. Since 1987, we have
belonged to ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. We honor the
Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and worship.
Offering and gifts are offered and gathered for those in need and for the mission of
the church here and around the world. Checks may be written to "Church of the
Reformation." Please place in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.
Thank you for wearing a mask and keeping distant from those of another
household. In this way, we show our care for one another. Please join us for food and
beverages in the Parish Hall after the 11 a.m. service.
Children are most welcome in worship. The Blue Room, to the left as you entered, is
equipped with sound for caregivers. A professionally staffed nursery and restrooms with
changing tables are on the lower level of the St. John’s building. Sunday School is open
to children 4-12 years old in our historic Children’s Chapel on the 2 nd floor. Children’s
Choir is from 9:45-10am; Bible Lessons from 10-10:50am. All children receive an age
appropriate Bible to take home!
An all-gender/handicapped accessible restroom is on the sanctuary level, on the
right front of the sanctuary near the elevator.
If you are in need of pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200, ext. 11.
You may also email Pastor Russ at gordon@reformationdc.org.
If you are new to Reformation and would like more information about our church
ministry, a baptism, a wedding, or another interest, please fill out an information card
found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
Reformation is in partnership with 9,000 congregations, 27 Lutheran Colleges and
Universities, 7 Seminaries, 400 worldwide missionaries, hundreds of Lutheran camps and
campus ministries, one of the largest non-profit social service networks in the U.S., and
Lutheran World Relief, all ministries of the 5 million member Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (www.elca.org).
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☙ ☙ ☙ GATHERING ❧ ❧ ❧
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Méditation

Durufle

Welcome
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Please rise in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless
God, who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through
the earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his
family from the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of
righteousness and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the
waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have become our salvation. Now
breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as
your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away
every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor,
glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!

ELW 369

Refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3rds of
the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number).

Greeting
The grace of our risen Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is wellpleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

☙ ☙ ☙ WORD ❧ ❧ ❧

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.

Children’s Choir
If I Were a Butterfly
If I were a butterfly, I'd thank you Lord for giving me wings
If I were a robin in a tree, I'd thank you Lord that I could sing
If I were a fish in the sea, I'd wiggle my tail and I'd giggle with glee
But I just thank you Father for making me, me
CHORUS
For you gave me a heart and you gave me a smile
You gave me Jesus and you made me your child
And I just thank you Father for making me, me
If I were an elephant, I'd thank you Lord by raising my trunk
If I were a kangaroo, You know I'd hop right up to you
If I were an octopus, I'd thank you Lord for my fine looks
But I just thank you Father for making me, me
If I were a wiggly worm, I'd thank you Lord that I could squirm
If I were a fuzzy, wuzzy bear, I'd thank you Lord for my fuzzy, wuzzy hair
If I were a crocodile, I'd thank you Lord for my great smile
But I just thank you Father for making me, me
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Brian Howard

First Reading

Acts 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her
work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter
raised her back to life through the power of prayer.
36Now

in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs.
38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent
two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got
up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs.
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing
that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.”
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.
42This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

Revelation 7:9-17

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who
vanquishes sin and suffering.
9After

this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They
cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the
throne, and to the Lamb!”
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.”
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15For this reason they are before the throne of God,
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and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel

John 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are
one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched
from his hand.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22At

that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know
23and

6

them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I
are one.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon

Rev. Emily E. Ewing

Hymn of the Day

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd

ACS 954

Please rise in body or spirit. See music on the next page.

Prayers of Intercession
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence. The assisting minister will conclude each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Sharing of Peace
The Peace of Christ is with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of Christ's peace and welcome with one another by saying “Peace be with you” or
similar words. Please be seated during the musical offering.

Ministry Announcements

☙ ☙ ☙ MEAL ❧ ❧ ❧
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
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Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering
We offer gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the world. Checks
may be written to "Church of the Reformation." Please place in the offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary.

Psalm 23
Sung by the Reformation Choir

Paul Leavitt

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Offering Prayer
Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God . . . we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

All people join the angels’ song.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across
the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who
suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed . . . Remembering his love for us on the way,
at the table, and to the end, we proclaim in the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your
people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in
your church, without end. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

Invitation to Communion
We believe Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. The
risen Jesus is alive with us now and unites us in Holy Communion. As you come forward, pick up
either an empty glass (for wine) or a pre-filled glass of grape juice, near the baptismal font.

Communion Hymns
During communion some people like to sing or read the lyrics to the hymns. Sometime before the 5th
century CE, Syrian Christians began the tradition of singing "Lamb of God" upon the breaking of the
bread. "Lamb of God" is one of the titles given to Jesus (John 1:29). This hymn is a quotation of that
Bible verse. After the "Lamb of God" other hymns are suggested.
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Communion Hymns

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

ELW 502
ELW 484

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the
new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this
table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

☙ ☙ ☙ SENDING ❧ ❧ ❧
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing

ELW 385

Sending Forth
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Fiat Lux

Dubois

Members and guests are encouraged to be seated and enjoy the postlude.

Please take the bulletin home with you to review the lessons and make note of the
announcements.
Please join us for food and beverages in the Parish Hall after the 11 a.m. service.
Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896.
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PRAYER LIST
WE GIVE THANKS …
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:
Michelle & Rob Luhrs (5/8).

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:
Molly Higgins (5/10); William Mollet (5/14).
WE PRAY FOR …
For the people of Ukraine, Afghanistan, and Myanmar.
The Hart family, in the loss of Chester.
Tim Sanford, friend of the Benoit family, as he battles cancer.
Jennifer Novak, as she continues her healing.
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.
For the Anacostia River.

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service:
Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda
Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members
of those in service here and around the world.
From our hearts for:
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Leah Jones,
Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Valerie
Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Helen Vigness, Carolyn
Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf.

Please email your prayer requests to office@ReformationDC.org.

The memorial service celebrating the life of Chester Hart will be Saturday, May 21st at
11am at Lutheran Church of the Reformation. A reception will follow.
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*REFORMATION HAPPENINGS*
Guest Preacher TODAY! Rev. Emily E. Ewing (they/them) dedicates their life to justice
work locally and globally, revels in creativity and art, and is fed by Lutheran theological geekiness. They are a proud member of Proclaim, a program of Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries,
they curate queerying.org, a blog that queers and queries weekly bible texts, and they both cohost
Nerds At Church, a podcast connecting weekly bible readings and all things nerdery, and Horror
Nerds At Church, a podcast exploring horror and faith.
If you haven’t yet, please complete the Time and Talent Form at the table in the back of
the Sanctuary, and place it in the offering plate or online via link in the Weekly Word. We are at
50% of 100 member goal.
Have You Noticed? There are a few bare spots in the pew racks for hymnals. In order that everyone can participate fully in our worship life, we want to fill in those holes! We hope members
might wish to donate a hymnal "in memory of" or "in honor of" someone. The cost per hymnal is
$28. You may donate a hymnal online at lcor.info/give and use the “Other” option, noting your
dedication in the "Notes” space. You can also attach a note with your dedication to a check or cash
and place it in the church offering. Checks can also be mailed to the church office. We are hoping
for a total of 25 to 30 hymnals. Thank you for your faithfulness and participation in this Ministry
of Hospitality!
Pastor Russ and Jeanie are on vacation until May 12th. If you have an emergency that calls
for pastoral care, please notify Jarrod (202-730-9870) or Julie in the church office and one of our
local on-call Lutheran pastors will be in contact.
Update from the Call Committee: Thank you for your input! We received 74 responses to the
call process survey, and 39 individuals attended the listening sessions. We also conducted individual outreach to our homebound members. We are grateful for your thoughtful feedback, which
we are now integrating into the Ministry Site Profile (our congregation's "resume" which will be
posted for senior pastor candidates to see). Please keep praying for the Call Committee and our
congregation as we enter this next phase in the call process.

+ + + Spiritual Growth + + +
9:45 a.m. Adult Study begins today: “Racism - its history and its systemic presence in our
country and in our community” continues. It is never too late to join this important conversation.
What does racism looks like? How can we as Lutherans and members of Reformation can work
toward bringing an end to it. Led by Eva Steege, the study will take place in the Parish Hall on
Sundays through June 5. Please bring copies of two paperbacks: Waking Up White, and Finding
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Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving (For May 15, read Chapters 13, 14 & 16) and Jesus
and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman (For May 15, read Chapter 2). If you don’t have the
books yet, please come anyway, and we’ll catch you up. Questions? Call Eva at
860-882-7715 or email her at steegeeva@gmail.com.
Sunday School Update: We won't have Sunday School on Memorial Day Weekend (5/29).
A New Member Class will begin in June for those interested in joining the Reformation church
family. Fill out a “Tell Us About You” form in pew rack or contact the church office to register.

+ + + Fellowship & Service + + +
A Special Fund has been created to support the Hart family in their loss of Chester. To
contribute, make out a separate check to Reformation or use the Giving tab on our website and
click on “Other” to specify your gift. Sign up to take them a meal using the link in the Weekly
Word. A memorial for Chester will be held at Reformation on Saturday, May 21st at 11am.
Support the Ukrainian Refugees by making a donation to Lutheran World Relief (LWR.org)
or through www.reformationdc.org. We are helping with shelter, food, supplies and more.
St. Olaf Choir Coming to DC Area! Wednesday, June 8th @ 7:30pm at The Music Center at
the 7:30pm. Purchase tickets at www.strathmore.org or by calling 800.363.5487.
Communion Assistants. We will need two assistants each Sunday at 11am. Please
sign up in the Weekly Word email and on the Time and Talent Form!
Summer Fellowship Hour Volunteers Needed: To sign up, simply scan the QR
code or contact Kim Benoit (kimberlyfigel@gmail.com).
8:30am Readers Needed: Sign up via the email Weekly Word and Time & Talent Form.
Livestream Team: contact Kiri Nicholson (Kiri.Alice.Nicholson@gmail.com) or Corey Petree
(coreytree@gmail.com) for more information and to volunteer!

Today,
Mon.
Tues.
Thurs.

9:45am
6:30pm
7:00pm
6:30pm
7:30pm
Sun. 8:30am & 11am
9:45am
10:15am

This Week at Reformation
Racism class continues, led by Eva Steege (Parish Hall)
Call Committee Meeting (Weekly)
Worship, Music and Arts Committee Mtg (bi-monthly)
Choir Supper
Choir Rehearsal
Worship
Racism class continues
Choir Rehearsal
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders…
Presiding Minister: Reverend Emily E. Ewing
Altar Care: Emma Harrington, Laurie Heim
Tellers: Andy Weaver, Scott Binde
Cantors: Gabrielle Levy, Alexa Newlin, Jon-Michael Eclar, Jon Korman
8:30 am
Greeter/Ushers: Bryan Anderson,
Pam Commerford

Interim Pastor
Director of Music & Arts
Community Host
Director of Operations
Church Administrator

11:00 am
Assisting Minister: Ted Steege
Reader: Evan Schrage
Greeters/Ushers: Benji Fitzgerald, Matt Aviles
Fellowship: Chari Voss
Livestream Tech Team: Andy Weaver, Matt
Cook, Lei Lei Middlebrook

Pastor Russ Gordon
Paul Leavitt
Christine Goepfert
Jarrod Jabre
Julie Miller

gordon@ReformationDC.org
pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
space@ReformationDC.org
jabre@ReformationDC.org
miller@ReformationDC.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

President: Jessica Snowden Vice President: Emily Andre Secretary: Elizabeth Wirick
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard
Treasurer: Roger Moffatt

Connect with us!

Connect with us!

Church of the Reformation
Church of the Reformation
@ReformationDC
#ReformationDC
@ReformationDC
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