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Baptism of Our Lord  
Service of Holy Communion 

January 16, 2022 
8:30 a.m.  and 11 a.m. 
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Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

You can use this booklet for worship in the sanctuary and at home. Most of the liturgy and 
hymns are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), All Creation Sings (ACS), and 
other resources published by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  You can join 
worship online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship.  
 
We love and protect one another as we worship God. Therefore, when you are 
inside the church building you must wear a mask and remain physically distant from 
people in another household. Also, wash your hands or use hand sanitizer and follow the 
instructions of the greeters/ushers. Everyone can sing and join in speaking the bold 
portions of the liturgy. After the 11:00 a.m. service, hot beverages are available on the 
Plaza. Please remain masked except when you are drinking.  
 
Children are always welcome in worship, but sometimes caregivers need other 
options. The Blue Room, at the rear left of the sanctuary, is equipped with sound. Some 
caregivers and restless children follow the service there. Parents are welcome to feed or 
breastfeed their infants anywhere they are comfortable, including the sanctuary. A 
professionally staffed nursery is in the lower level of the St. John’s Building. Please ask an 
usher/greeter for assistance.   
 
Restrooms, with changing tables, are on the lower level. There is also an all-gender/
handicapped accessible restroom on the sanctuary level, on the right front of the 
sanctuary near the elevator. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 Ext. 
11. The voicemail will have instructions about how to contact a pastor in case of an 
emergency. If you are interested in baptism and membership at Reformation, please email 
Office@ReformationDC.org and our administrative assistant can direct you to the right 
place!   
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live 
and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian/Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's 
ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran 
LGBTQ+ ministry. 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Prelude                   Adagio for Strings              Barber 

Welcome  
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the wa-
ters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift 
of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Thanksgiving for Baptism  
Please rise in body or spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 
gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and for-
giveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 
everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.  
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.  
Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are 
the fountain of resurrection.  
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar 
discovers your well.  
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty 
again.  
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this 
sacrament.  
Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation.  
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears.  
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. Satisfy all our thirst 
with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn             Hail To the Lord's Anointed  

    (sung to Stand Up Stand Up for Jesus) ELW 311   

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
 disciples and then join their hearts in prayer. 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Children’s Message 
 Jesus embraced children and placed them in the center of the Christian community as models for  
discipleship. 

First Reading                     Isaiah 43:1-7 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer 
be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all 
their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 
 

 1But now thus says the Lord, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the Lord your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached. 

              (Continued on the next page) 

 Let us pray. 
  After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues: 
 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed 
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in 
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
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Psalm   Psalm 29 
We respond to the Genesis creation story by singing Psalm 29, which praises the Lord, that is 
YHWH, with phrases that appear to have been adapted by the Israelites from the worship of the 
Canaanite weather deity Baal. The psalm moves from a god of the storm to a God who blesses 
the people with peace.  

   1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor. R 
 5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the Lord 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 

 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 

 

  Word of God, word of Life.    Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                                      Acts 8:14-17 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized 
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then 
Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

     Word of God, word of Life.     
     Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation              
 Please rise in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel.  

  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 
 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace. R  
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Sermon                                             “The Family Treasure”               Pastor Russ Gordon 
 Following the sermon, please rise in body or spirit to proclaim the Word of God together by singing the 

Hymn of the Day. 

Gospel                                                                                 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is 
not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was 
heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.   

   Glory to you, O Lord. 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been bap-
tized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended up-
on him in bodily form like a dove. An a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

  The Gospel of the Lord.   
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 Please be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day                     God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me                     ACS 1084      
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*Nicene Creed augmented with sentences from Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe also in a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every 

hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, 

and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall 

be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begot-

ten, not made,  with one being in the Father; through whom all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Polite; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe also in a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out 

the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident that 

all people are created equal.” 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in a holy catholic and apostolic 

church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

We believe also that with this faith we will be able to hew out of the moun-

tain of despair a stone of hope.  

With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our na-

tion into a beautiful symphony of kinship. 

With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to strug-

gle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, know-

ing that we will be free one day. 
(Continued on next page) 
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Exchange of Peace 
 The minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 

 The Peace of Christ is with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

Please share a sign of Christ's peace, forgiveness, freedom, and reconciliation and say "Peace be with 
you” or similar words. Please be seated during the announcements. 

Ministry Announcements 

Prayers of Intercession 
An assisting minister invites the congregation into prayer: 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 

  A brief silence. 
 

God of grace, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

When we let freedom ring, when we let is ring from every village and every 

hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day 

when all of God’s children, black and white, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants 

and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Ne-

gro spiritual: “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at 

last!” 
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Presentation of Gifts   

 Please rise in body or spirit. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

 We offer and gather gifts for those in need and for the mission of the church here and around the 
 world.  Checks may be written to "Church of the Reformation."  A musical offering is also given. 

                  

  Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land            
      African American Spiritual    
 

Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land, a weary land; 
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. 
 

No man can do like Jesus, Not a mumbling word He said; 
He went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, and He raised him from the dead.
(Refrain) 
 

When Jesus was on earth, The flesh was very weak; 
He girdled himself with a tow'l, and washed his disciples feet.   
(Refrain) 
 

Yonder comes my Savior, Him whom I love so well; 
He has the palm of victory,  and the keys of death and Hell.  
(Refrain) 

Offering Prayer 
 Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving   

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;  
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;  
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy           Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
 All people join the angels’ song. 

(Song found on the next page) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table      
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along 
the way. 
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen 

Amen. 
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Communion Hymns           Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                 ELW 800  

                         Spirit of Gentleness                ELW 396 

Invitation to Communion          
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives.  We 
trust that God who raised Jesus from the dead to be alive with us now also joins us together in this 
moment of Holy Communion.  
 
Whether we are in the sanctuary or in our homes, the Holy Spirit comes and brings Christ ’s 
presence  in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice when we share this meal together.  Those 
present in the sanctuary will come forward to share the meal. If you are at home, you can commune 
each other saying, “The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you 
are alone, say those words to yourself and know that you are not alone. You are joined to the body of 
Christ—the church—through this holy meal.  

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
  
Make us bold, O merciful God, to call you Abba/Imma*: 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
*In ancient Aramaic, the everyday language of Galileans, Abba means father, dad, or 
papa. Imma means mother, mom, or mama. Jesus taught his disciples to boldly 
address God as intimately as they would call upon their beloved parent. 

Please refer to the red hymnal in the pew in front of you. Note that hymns are located in the back 2/3 
of the hymnal (the hymn number is not the page number). 
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Prayer after Communion   
 Please rise in body or spirit. 
 Let us pray.  

 We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Blessing                  

Sending Forth  
 Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude                                Fiat Lux                           Dubois 

Sending Hymn                   Lift Every Voice and Sing                       ELW 841 

Please join one another for conversation and hot beverages after the service on the Plaza. 
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Coloring Page (crayons in the entryway) 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 
 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
None this week. 
 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Bennet Luhrs (1/18); James Antonen and Laurie Heim (1/20); Del Voss (1/21). 

 

WE PRAY FOR …  
 Pastor Mike and Judy and their family, as they settle in and begin ministering in  
  Decorah, Iowa. 
 Pastor Russ and Jeanie Gordon and their family, as they settle in from CA and begin  
  ministering here at Reformation. 
 Kirsten Petree and her family, as they morn the death of her father, Charles Dettor. 
 For the family and friends of Michael Hoffman, who completed suicide. Prayers of 
 strength, comfort, and hope to his soul-mate, Sarah. 
 For Afghan residents who live in fear and violence; for all refugees seeking safety.   

 For the family and friends of Robert Pfahl, as they celebrate his life and grieve his     
        death. He is at peace.  

 Jennifer Novak, as she continues her healing.  
 Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing.  
 For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends.  
 For the Anacostia River.  
 Members, friends and neighbors here and around the world suffering from Covid-19. 
 David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
 lymphoma. 
 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 

Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti, Matt Oskam, Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda 
Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson, Kim Loewecke, and family members 
of those in service here and around the world. 

From our hearts for: 
Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Bernice 

Hoveland, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Mar-
got Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al 
Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 

Please email your prayer requests to office@ReformationDC.org. 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.ReformationDC.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@ReformationDC.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  

Interim Pastor   Pastor Russ Gordon 
    gordon@ReformationDC.org 
    Beginning January 15, 2022 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Community Host   Christine Goepfert 
    space@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Operations  Jarrod Jabre 
    jabre@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrative Assistant  Julie Miller 
    miller@ReformationDC.org 
   

President:  Jessica Snowden 
                  
Vice President: Emily Andre 
 
Secretary:  Elizabeth Wirick 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders... 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Russ Gordon    
  Altar Care   Elizabeth Wirick 
  Tellers    Karen Cowden, Scott Binde 
  Cantors   Gabrielle Levy, Alexa Newlin, Jon-Michael Eclar, 
      Jon Korman 
 
 8:30 am 
  Reader & Prayer Leader Emily Andre   
  Greeter/Ushers  Mat and Stephanie Fouse   
  Fellowship   Emma Harrington 
 
 11:00 am 
  Assisting Minister  Philip Moeller 
  Reader   Jennifer Novak 
  Livestream Tech Team Kirsten, Corey, and Ella Petree 
  Greeters/Ushers  Evan Schrage, Matt Cook 
  Fellowship   Kim Benoit 

mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org

